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India’s first vulture
conservation portal
launched in Assam

An Assam-based founda-
tion working on wvulture
conservation has deve-
loped a portal - reportedly
the first of its kind in India -
to build a network of indi-
viduals engaged in saving
the large scavenger birds.

A group of organisations
led by We Foundation In-
dia launched the portal on
Tuesday in collaboration
with Gauhati University’s
Department of Zoology.

The event brought to-
gether conservationists, re-
searchers, scientists, aca-
demicians, and students to
discuss the status of vul-
tures in India and the mea-
sures needed for their
survival.

“We organised the event
ahead of International Vul-
ture Awareness Day, which
is observed every year on
the first Saturday of Sep-
tember to highlight the im-

The initiative aims
to share information
in local languages,
beginning with
Assamese

portance of vultures and
the urgent need for their
conservation,” said Nilut-
pal Mahanta of We Founda-
tion India.

He said the focus of the
portal was on disseminat-
ing information in local
languages, beginning with
Assamese, to ensure that
people at the grassroots
understood how vulture

survival was linked to their
lives and the local
economy.

We Foundation’s partn-
ers in The Vulture Network
include the Assam Bird
Monitoring Network, LASA
Foundation, Suraksha Sa-
mitee, and individual con-
servationists and
researchers.

India’s first vulture
conservation portal
launched in Assam

YR HT Ugdl frs
Y& UIdq 3rqH |
\od
i foar T
¢ An Assam-based
foundation working on vulture

conservation has developed a
portal - reportedly the first of its
kind in India - to build a network of
individuals engaged in saving the
large scavenger birds.

Iz TR&UT R & HA arelt T
SRTH-SMYTI TRIT A TH Uided
oo fd frar € - ol SR dR R
YRA # 3(q a8 BT UgdAT © -
ST 353 58 gaveh ufer &
T § & afaddl &1 U Aedd
T I

e A group of organisations led
by We Foundation India launched
the portal on Tuesday in
collaboration with Gauhati

University’s Department of
Zoology.

& wreexH ¥fsar & Aga o
& & Uh THg o TR Bl
Merd fayfaenay & uroft fagm=
fRIYRT & T4 ¥ 39 Uicd &I did
o

e The event brought together
conservationists, researchers,
scientists, academicians, and
students to discuss the status of
vultures in India and the measures
needed for their survival.

39 HHY J TR,

B! DI UH 1Y AT dlfes HRd |
gl o1 fRUfd iR 3% ifda &
g TIH Il WR Tl oI S

I

e “We organised the event
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ahead of International Vulture Awareness Day, which is observed every year on the first
Saturday of September to highlight the importance of vultures and the urgent need for their
conservation,” said Nilutpal Mahanta of We Foundation India.

T I BRI 8

firg SRewar feaw 3 ugd maifSd far, St 8 O RidaR &

Tgd TR &I T[T S § a1fds gl & A8 SR I TREUT Bt AThIIerd Sadddl dbi
IR forart ot 9o, dt BISS¥M gfean & fAgeaa wgar 2 o7l

e He said the focus of the portal was on disseminating information in local languages,
beginning with Assamese, to ensure that people at the grassroots level understood how
vulture survival was linked to their lives and the local economy.

I5i- gl fb UIda o1 G- e RITI YTTsif § SHER! Tid &1 R §, St geem
ST HIT T B O 1 B, 1 STHIAT TR &b AN 99 9o b gl 1 3if%ied 37 Sia

IR R Sifogawyt § Y JST 8|

¢ The Foundation's partners in The Vulture Network include the Assam Bird Monitoring
Network, LASA Foundation, Suraksha Samitee, and individual conservationists and

researchers.

| BIESIA & g TR Aead J AIPeR] H 3RIH 98 AT Acdd, drT BTSSRI, Y&
[fa, iR afdaTd TRevar! 3R Meddl i g
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¢

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. After a
nearly yearlong journey, this NASA
spacecraft landed on Mars in 1976. Ans:
Viking 2

2. This American architect has been
called a “father of skyscrapers”. Ans:
Louis Sullivan

3. This Indian author is known for her
books The Inheritance of Loss and
Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard. Ans:
Kiran Desai

4. This country became independent from
the United Kingdom in 1971. Ans: Qatar
5. This American poet and painter first
attracted attention for his unconventional
punctuation and phrasing. Ans: E.E.
Cummings

Visual: Name this American director and
the name of his 1946 film. Ans: Frank
Capra; It’s a Wonderful Life

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Tito
Shiladitya| Erfanally Oosmany| Neil Lall|
Sukdev Shet

QulZ

NASA Spacecraft Landing on Mars
T T UR T S{afRef I BT a1

After a nearly yearlong journey, this NASA
spacecraft landed on Mars in 1976. Ans:
Viking 2

TRTHT TP Il B AT & §la, Ig ATl
Sfaf¥ef a1 1976 ¥ WA U8 W IR | <R:

arsfdr 2

Indian Author and Her Famous Books

YR d@® 3R ITP UG s

This Indian author is known for her books
The Inheritance of Loss and Hullabaloo in
the Guava Orchard. Ans: Kiran Desai

TP A1 3R FATET 3 § 11T 3iTds &
forg St ot €1 IR o 3T

Country’s Independence in 1971
1971 ¥ T D Tl

This country became independent from the
United Kingdom in 1971. Ans: Qatar

Ig o1 1971 & gATSCS fhirew ¥ waaa gar|
JWR: PR
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Film on Israel’s killing of five-year-old Gaza girl set to screen at Venice festival

Agence France-Presse
VENICE

Anew film about the killing
of a five-year-old Palesti-
nian girl by Israeli forces in
Gaza last year is set to
screen at the Venice Film
Festival on Wednesday, af-
ter drawing backing from
Brad Pitt and Joaquin
Phoenix.

The conflict in Gaza has
been a major talking point
at the 2025 Italian cinema
extravaganza, with thou-
sands of protesters march-
ing to the gates of the event
on Saturday, shouting:
“Stop the genocide!”

An open letter calling on
the festival organisers to
denounce the Israeli go-
vernment has gone un-
heeded, but has been
signed by around 2,000 ci-
nema insiders, according

to the organisers.

The screening of The
Voice of Hind Rajab on
Wednesday will showcase
one of the most hotly
awaited and political mo-
vies in the running for the
top prize at the 1i-day
event.

Directed by Franco-Tu-
nisian filmmaker Kaouther
Ben Hania, it has attracted
Pitt, Phoenix and The Zone
of Interest director Jonath-
an Glazer, who have lent
their support as executive
producers.

“At the heart of this film
is something very simple,
and very hard to live with.
cannot accept a world
where a child calls for help
and no one comes,” Ben
Hania told the festival be-
fore the premiere.

Rajab was fleeing an Is-
raeli offensive in Gaza City

with her relatives in Janu-
ary 2024 when their car
came under fire.

Left as the sole survivor
in the badly damaged vehi-
cle, her desperate pleas for
help by phone — recorded
by the Red Crescent rescue
service and later released
— caused brief internation-
al outrage.

Rajab was later found
dead along with two Red
Crescent workers who
went to retrieve her.

‘Stop the war’
Ben Hania reproduces the
phone recordings in the
film but tells the story
through the eyes and ears
of fictional Red Crescent
operatives. “Sometimes,
what you don’t see is more
devastating than what you
do,” Ben Hania said.
Venice Film Festival di-

y

Director Kaouther Ben Hania holds a portrait of Palestinian child
Hind Rajab at the Venice Film Festival on Wednesday. Arp

rector Alberto Barbera has
promised it will be one of
the films that will “have the
biggest impact on audienc-
es and critics”.

“I'm not sure how peo-
ple are going to cope,” one
insider who worked on the
movie told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Rajab’s mother said she
hoped that the film would
help end the nearly two-
year-long war, which has
cost the lives of at least
63,633 Palestinians, mostly
civilians, according to fi-
gures from the Health Mi-
nistry in Hamas-run Gaza
that the United Nations

deems reliable.

“I hope this film will
help stop this destructive
war and save the other
children of Gaza,” Wissam
Hamada said via a phone-
call from devastated, fa-
mine-hit Gaza City where
she lives with her five-year-
old son.

“The whole world has
left us to die, to go hungry,
to live in fear and to be for-
cibly displaced without do-
ing anything. It’s a huge be-
trayal,” she added.

Point of tension
When contacted, the Israe-
li military said the circum-
stances of Rajab’s death
were “still being re-
viewed”, without giving
further details.

It has never announced
a formal investigation into
the case.

The war in Gaza has reg-
ularly caused tension in
the cinema world since Is-
rael launched its offensive
in October 2023 in retalia-
tion for an attack by Pales-
tinian militant group Ha-
mas which left 1,219 people
dead,
civilians.

Glazer’s decision to de-
nounce what he called Is-
rael’s occupation of Gaza
and the West Bank as he
accepted his Oscar for best
director for Holocaust dra-
ma The Zone of Interest in
2024 split the Jewish film-
making world.

Around 370 actors and
directors signed an open
letter during the Cannes
film festival in May saying
they were “ashamed” of
their industry’s “passivity”
about the war, including
Cannes jury president Ju-

most of them

Film on Israel’s killing of five-year-old Gaza girl set to
screen at Venice festival

SORTSH GRT Ui 9yl TSI AS ! B gl UR g1 fher

a9 Biteaa # uelRid g4 & e dur

liette Binoche.

Others have avoided tak-
ing a clear position.

This year’s Venice jury
president, Alexander
Payne (The Holdovers, Si-
deways) said he was “un-
prepared” to answer a
question about his views
on the war last week, ad-
ding he was “here to judge
and talk about cinema”.

Other movies premier-
ing on Wednesday in Ven-
ice include star-packed In
the Hand of Dante by Julian
Schnabel, a gangster story
set between New York and
Italy about the theft of the
original manuscript of
Dante Alighieri’s Divine
Comedy.

It features Oscar Isaac in
the lead role alongside Ge-
rard Butler, John Malkov-
ich, Martin Scorsese and Al
Pacino.

e A new film about the killing of a five-year-old Palestinian girl by Israeli forces in Gaza last
year is set to screen at the Venice Film Festival on Wednesday, after drawing backing from
Brad Pitt and Joaquin Phoenix.

e e 91d geRTS el

Tdl (Israeli forces) gRT Ui aufy fhferii-l de&! ol s W

Mwﬁﬁw%ﬁméwﬁaﬁwﬁmm (Venice Film Festival) & U&id g &
fore duR §, 59 98 fUe (Brad Pitt) 3R SIefe= WIfFraRT (Joaquin Phoenix) &1 IHd firar

gl

o The conflict in Gaza has been a major talking point at the 2025 Italian cinema
extravaganza, with thousands of protesters marching to the gates of the event on

Saturday, shouting: “Stop the genocide!”

2025

39 (Itallan cinema extravaganza) T wrerr wad (conflict in Gaza)
[ SRIHH & §R aP A foar

U qH =i 1 Wy g1, Wig] WTAaR Pl geIR]
3R AR T “RABR G C il (Stop the genocide!)”
e An open letter calling on the festival organisers to denounce the Israeli government has
gone unheeded, but has been signed by around 2,000 cinema insiders, according to the
organisers.
TSI & w PR B fHiar (denounce the Israeli government) B B
HAT B dTell U AT U (open letter) TOR SIS B &1 741, Wb SMASToh! & SR 34
TTHT 2,000 FRAAT STRT & AR A &R fbUl
o The screening of The Voice of Hind Rajab on Wednesday will showcase one of the most
hotly awaited and political movies in the running for the top prize at the 11-day event.

YdR & ¢ 91ad A% f&§g IST (The Voice of Hind Rajab) &1 Shif-T 11-faaia wrfewpH
(11-day event) o =i YEPIR (top prize) & fo ufaeyf A are Jad EIE"JR'ﬂﬁH (hotly
awaited) 3R Irerifae frenl (political movies) 7 U 3 uehRig Hafi

o Directed by Franco-Tunisian filmmaker Kaouther Ben Hania, it has attracted Pitt, Phoenix
and The Zone of Interest director Jonathan Glazer, who have lent their support as
executlve producers.

Ben Hania) gRT 3R 39 fhe & fae (Pitt), WIS (Phoenix) 3R g SiIF 3ITF e

foen fRwfar Py GT&I'CIT (Franco-Tunisian filmmaker Kaouther
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(The Zone of Interest) & fCRI® SIHTYT TR (Jonathan Glazer) $T ¥R i g, g i=
gﬁ Eﬂ“ﬂm{ﬁ? Iﬁw (executive producers) FEqH FIE'@FT faar %’I

“At the heart of this film is something very simple, and very hard to live with. | cannot accept a

world where a child calls for help and no one comes,” Ben Hania told the festival before

the premiere.

9 1T (Ben Hania) 3 THftRR ¥ uga hiead § oel, “39 e & &% A $2 98d 81 A

;ﬁ%agaaﬁ%—rr% H U g & WHR T IR qhdl, g1 Th a1 Hag & 18 TR 3T
T3l

Rajab was fleeing an Israeli offensive in Gaza City with her relatives in January 2024 when

their car came under fire.

I (Rajab) AR} 2024 ¥ 319 R2deRY & 11y et R4t (Gaza City) & goRIS 89

(Israeli offensive) T YT TGt A, 9iF 37! PR W miera ﬂ?ﬂﬁ Tlf (car came under fire) |

Left as the sole survivor in the badly damaged vehicle, her desperate pleas for help by

phone — recorded by the Red Crescent rescue service and later released — caused brief

international outrage.

I e &faud arg- H THHTH SHfdd T4 (sole survivor) I9Td &1 I §IRT Heg P adTd
g?b‘ﬁ', ISR ﬁ?m'ﬂm (Red Crescent rescue service) g1 Rpie fopar mar 3R 91
H SR faam T, 7 Ui 99y & oY SIAvRTPI SMhIT (international outrage) UaT foar |
Rajab was later found dead along with two Red Crescent workers who went to retrieve her.
CIFEES I (Rajab) Hd (dead) TS 75, T1Y B &I XS hae viaal (Red Crescent workers)
& Y, S 3§94 T Y|

‘Stop the war’
GG &G PR

Ben Hania reproduces the phone recordings in the film but tells the story through the eyes
and ears of fictional Red Crescent operatives.

CEl GTﬁHT (Ben Hania) 3 e & w19 Rapifs ™ (phone recordings) I M fpar %
QAfh BT DI BIUD S hae BIal (fictional Red Crescent operatives) DI 3l 3R
HTHI & H1H I Ia g

“Sometimes, what you don’t see is more devastating than what you do,” Ben Hania said.

S99 g7 (Ben Hania) 3 &gl, “®H-&+, ST 317 781 3d (don’t see) T8 I 3HfUH
faTrenTS} BYT § S 31U g @ (do) I”

Venice Film Festival reactions and tensions

afyg firew ieaa & ufafpang six a=ma

Rector Alberto Barbera has promised it will be one of the films that will “have the biggest
impact on audiences and critics”.

YT 3edc] IRERT (Rector Alberto Barbera) 3 dTal fhur € & a8 3 fhert & 4 U g1t &Y
“Z=f®! 3T TATd! W qad 98T UHIT (biggest impact on audiences and critics)
RIRLIT

“m not sure how people are going to cope,” one insider who worked on the movie told AFP
on condition of anonymity.

A b1 g § o ol 399 B8 FAueh,” fibed W 18 B 1 T et I 3 THATHY
(anonymity) &1 X[ TR TUWHYL (AFP) &1 SarT|

Rajab’s mother said she hoped that the film would help end the nearly two-year-long war,
which has cost the lives of at least 63,633 Palestinians, mostly civilians, according to figures
from the Health Ministry in Hamas-run Gaza that the United Nations deems reliable.

TSITd P AT (Rajab’s mother) 3 &1 fh 3¢ ST § % T8 fhed @1y &) OTe &d 5
(two-year-long war) D U - H Agg HN, o &0 T &4 63,633 firferedi=mai
(Palestinians) P o o ot % S8 STeIR ARG (civilians) y| T8 &ﬂilv% THIN. &1 3|
TMSIT (Hamas-run Gaza) & WA HATAd (Health Ministry) I8, = '\‘I'QTRT MY (United
Nations) fay=g AT B
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“I hope this film will help stop this destructive war and save the other children of Gaza,”
Wissam Hamada said via a phone call from devastated, famine-hit Gaza City where she
lives with her five-year-old son.

foway gurer (Wissam Hamada) + dq18 3R SrpTd-I et Ryt (devastated, famine-hit
Gaza City) ¥ BF R $gl, Sgt 98 U uid aifg 9¢ & wry gt €, ‘g2 It § i g fhem
29 fAATRIP Y g5 (destructive war) &1 A SR TSN & 30 §=) &1 g9 H Aag BT

“The whole world has left us to die, to go hungry, to live in fear and to be forcibly displaced
without doing anything. It's a huge betrayal,” she added.

I S HT, “GH g A 88 1R, 1T X6, ¥ H S iR SR fawnfud 819 & fore srs
feur B, o1 o {61 U8 Us w1 fayIad (huge betrayal) 31"

Point of ter)sion
aI1a &1 fdg

When contacted, the Israeli military said the circumstances of Rajab’s death were “still
being reviewed”, without giving further details.

Tudh B TR FeRTg Al AT (Israeli military) 3 %81 {% IS99 @1 Hid (Rajab’s death) &t
uRfRufcdt &1 “anelt eflen &1 S 38 77, b 3R 1S faaror 181 faan|
It has never announced a formal investigation into the case.

g ama | Ht ot Sftu=Ties S (formal investigation) &t GYSUN 8T &t TS |
The war in Gaza has regularly caused tension in the cinema world since Israel launched
its offensive in October 2023 in retaliation for an attack by Palestinian militant group
Hamas which left 1,219 people dead, most of them civilians.

Jagay 2023 T firferRdIil SUAIE THE UM (Palestinian militant group Hamas) & g0a
& oa19 ¥ (retaliation) ITRTSA GRT SHAT IR= B & 91 I TS H g (war in Gaza)
TR FYAAT ST § 9919 (tension in the cinema world) 9T foar 8, 59w 1,219 AT AR
T (1,219 people dead), fSHH SATGIR AFR® U
Glazer’s decision to denounce what he called Israel’s occupation of Gaza and the West
Bank as he accepted his Oscar for best director for Holocaust drama The Zone of Interest
in 2024 split the Jewish filmmaking world.

TAWR (Glazer) FT 2024 H QD IRC SMHI § ST 3ITH SEEE (The Zone of Interest) & AT
a9y =P &7 SHiep? (Oscar for best director) WHR FHRA THY T 3R I 96 W)
QuRIgd & Pool (Israel’s occupation of Gaza and the West Bank) 3t figr B &1 fAvfg
ggdl fre fAuior Sma (Jewish filmmaking world) 1 fayTiord &

Around 370 actors and directors signed an open letter during the Cannes Film Festival in

May saying they were “ashamed” of their industry’s “passivity” about the war, including
Cannes jury president Juliette Binoche.

7s # &g fhe Bf¥Ead (Cannes Film Festival) % SR @ 370 AT ik fAdzre
(370 actors and directors) 3 U q@r UA (open letter) UR gXdl&R foy, o Igi wel fb 4
& DI B 30 N D1 “FAfspaar (passivity)” UX * wififar (ashamed)” gl Eﬂﬁ Cag) W
&l Fjﬁl"!?.’ o= (Cannes jury president Juliette Binoche) o} =mferet off
Others have avoided taking a clear position.

30 NI 3 TP ¥ (clear position) 3T I TRl {51 3|
This year’s Venice jury president, Alexander Payne (The Holdovers, Sideways) said he
was “unprepared”’ to answer a question about his views on the war last week, adding he was
“here to judge and talk about cinema”.

T 9T & af e G[\Pf A& (Venice jury president) TS U (Alexander Payne) (&
glcesiad TrEedw) A fUsd g &8l fh 98 g W 3UH faaR] & IR T 9aTd &1 9d1d o &
forg R T8l (unprepared)” % 3R 3511 g It Her fb a8 get “RAwm &1 HF*TIW 3R It
(judge and talk about cinema)” A 3HI %I
Other movies premiering on Wednesday in Venice include star-packed In the Hand of
Dante by Julian Schnabel, a gangster story set between New York and Italy about the
theft of the original manuscript of Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy.

FYAR P! AT (Venice) T TR g arelt 37 el & SIferasT 919 (Julian Schnabel) &
3¢ 88 3ITF Eid (In the Hand of Dante) AT §, ST =gATd 3R 3t (New York and
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Italy) & &9 I B TS Teb AR HET (gangster story) T, Sl gid g ) fEarz=
IS (Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy) P Hd m‘gl%rﬁr P AL (theft of the original
manuscript) & 3a-11g qu'cﬁ H
e |t features Oscar Isaac in the lead role alongside Gerard Butler, John Malkovich, Martin
Scorsese and Al Pacmo

3T o Yf¥iehT # SRR SHID (Oscar Isaac) §, 3R 376 Y SIS T (Gerard

Butler), SIT HTIeHITA™ (John Malkovich), HIf¢-T ThIET (Martin Scorsese) 3R e U=

(Al Pacino) 1t =nfira g

My priority is to prepare and
perform at my best: Elavenil

SHOOTING

Kamesh Srinivasan
NEW DELHI

Elavenil Valarivan was one
of the star performers in
the recent Asian shooting
championship in Kazakh-
stan, as she won the wo-
men’s air rifle gold, and the
mixed air rifle gold with Ar-
jun Babuta.

The two-time Olympian
and only 23 years of age,
Elavenil has tons of
achievements already in
the international circuit.

In fact, she had won the
women’s gold in the Asian
championship way back in
2019. The cheerful Elave-
nil, who trains at the Gun
For Glory centre in Chen-
nai, at the Sri Ramachan-
dra Medical College cam-
pus in Porur, was happy to
gauge her progress in an
interaction with The Hindu
on Wednesday.

“It is more about the
maturity that the sport has
taught me over the years.
Back then in 2019, it was
my first year in the senior
circuit. Now, I have the pa-
tience, enjoy the process
and it is fun being in the

All smiles: Elavenil had won two gold medals in air rifle in the Asian
shooting championship. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

moment. After the Paris
Olympics, I have started
enjoying the sport much
better,” said Elavenil.

She was pleased with
the way she shot the wo-
men’s final in Shymkent,
after not being at her best
in qualification.

“The qualification and
final are so different. In the
final, you have to be quick.
Mehuli Ghosh was also
shooting well. I thought we
could both be on the podi-

um. It was not to be. I was
able to do my best,” re-
called Elavenil.

She is generally happy
with the way she is shoot-
ing, not worrying about
the scores or the results.

“l am not worrying
about winning or not. I am
following the process and
staying focused on shoot-
ing each shot at my best,”
said Elavenil, equally
thrilled about her mixed
gold.

“Arjun was shooting
great. In the gold medal
match, we were making up
for each other, and sup-
porting each other,” she
said, happy to have beaten
the Chinese and Koreans
for the second time.

She would have loved to
shoot the forthcoming
World Cup in Ningbo, Chi-
na, but Elavenil also con-
cedes that others deserve a
chance.

“In a way, it is good to
have a break and focus on
training,” she said.

The focus will be the
World Championship in
November.

“The goals are set, but
one is not worrying about
the results. Anyone can do
well on a given day. My job
is to stay healthy and be
strong physically and men-
tally. My priority is to pre-
pare and perform at my
best,” she said.

Like most of the shoo-
ters, Elavenil is excited
about the Shooting League
of India (SLI) scheduled af-
ter the World Champion-
ship in Delhi.

She hopes to have a lot
of fun in the novel format
and help the sport grow
further.

My priority is to prepare and perform at my best: Elavenil

A uryfiesdn

Tt

AT BT 3R YT HAYY Y= HIT 7
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Elavenil Valarivan was one of the star performers in the recent Asian shooting
championship in Kazakhstan, as she won the women’s air rifle gold, and the mixed air
rifle gold with Arjun Babauta.

Eﬁaﬁﬁ qATRGT (Elavenil Valarivan) gIc] HEEEIEESIE] (Kazakhstan) | gé Q'Q'ITFT

(Asian shooting championship) T TR WHHT (star performer) oy
t® ff, Fifer I AfeaT TaR I5Wd s (women'’s air rifle gold) 3R SR dIgCT
(Arjun Babuta) & 1y firRs TR ISW ol s (mixed air rifle gold) EiGil
The two-time Olympian and only 23 years of age, Elavenil has tons of achievements
already in the international circuit.

33f IR St (two-time Olympian) 3R A 23 a9 F IY (23 years of age) | Qﬁaﬁ?{

7 AP Wihe # Hs Iuaiear oI B ol 6

In fact, she had won the women'’s gold in the Asian championship way back in 2019.

Irad #, I8 2019 # g} TR AfRYARIT (Asian championship) & AfgdT Mes

(women’s gold) SR

The cheerful Elavenil, who trains at the Gun For Glory centre in Chennai, at the Sri

Ramachandra Medical College campus in Porur, was happy to gauge her progress in an

interaction with The Hindu on Wednesday.

Q‘\’Iﬁ\_ﬂ\_ﬂ Eﬁaﬁﬁ (cheerful Elavenil), S aﬁlﬁ (Chennai) & T BIR TART Jex (Gun For

Glory centre) T off I Afsoa proo uiRER (Sri Ramachandra Medical College

campus), TR (Porur) o Ui o &, qUdR DG ﬁﬂ (The Hindu)  SIcd | SO

AT BT SHTHT R G-I A5 |

“It is more about the maturity that the sport has taught me over the years.

g IR fore 3 uluesdr (maturity) & IR & g S @ 3 g2 ot & Riars |

Back then in 2019, it was my first year in the senior circuit.

9 2019 T, 78 T W R afdbe (senior circuit) ¥ vygdr 9 (first year) 4Tl

Now, | have the patience, enjoy the process and it is fun being in the moment.

3d TR U & (patience) 7, T UHAT (process) &1 3 il § 3R &UT (moment) T I&T

TOIGR T B

After the Paris Olympics, | have started enjoying the sport much better,” said Elavenil.
IR 3iieif® (Paris Olympics) & ST H7 Wd &1 3R 31w W@W%Wﬁm%

TAdfa A Fal

She was pleased with the way she shot the women'’s final in Shymkent, after not being at

her best in qualification.

g% R (Shymkent) & A6 B39 (women’s final) T 310t JIfeT & | off, gratifs a8

BTNB PR (qualification) T 3107 TIIF U= wR =gt off|

“The qualification and final are so different.

“BTATP PR (qualification) 3R WIgd (final) Sgd 3{¢T gl

In the final, you have to be quick.

WTSd (final) ¥ 3MTUD! A9 (quick) BT USdT |

Mehuli Ghosh was also shooting well.

Agd! 9I¥ (Mehuli Ghosh) 1t 33T e R @1 |

| thought we could both be on the podium.

2 & % &9 3T Wif$dH (podium) R 8 T4 B

It was not to be. | was able to do my best,” recalled Elavenil.

AT U7 Y 81 ThT| H ST TAYE (best) FHR UTS,” TAAAE A A1E |

She is generally happy with the way she is shooting, not worrying about the scores or the
results.

IE 3 IR W WQ@T@@% 3R TR (scores) BIRYELIE (results) CiREIERESGIl
“I am not worrying about winning or not.

“7¥ Sffa= a1 7 S (winning or not) &1 fidT 78t &% & |

| am following the process and staying focused on shooting each shot at my best,” said
Elavenil, equally thrilled about her mixed gold.

UfHAT (process) &1 UTAH &R @1 § 3R U® RTE (shot) B U TAAF (best) TR YC B
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R BIHY (focused) FR ! §,” TAAMAE 7 gl 3R 30 RS Mes (mixed gold) &Y AHT
Ht I 81 Sefed @l

e “Arjun was shooting great.
“3RG (Arjun) YER ST HI B U

¢ In the gold medal match, we were making up for each other, and supporting each other,”
she said, happy to have beaten the Chinese and Koreans for the second time.

B (gold medal match) & 89 TH-gUR &1 URUTS IR 33 U IR TH-gu¥ &1 9=
(supporting each other) ®X g 3,” 35 Fel, A= (Chinese) 3R Hﬁﬁ'ﬂTg (Koreans) Eal
GO IR (second time) B UR WX SdTd g
¢ She would have loved to shoot the forthcoming World Cup in Ningbo, China, but Elavenil
also concedes that others deserve a chance.
g8 I fSra, 19 (Ningbo, China) T 819 aTdl a¢8 ®U (World Cup) H Y[E &A1 U4g
HT, AT TAAfa A € [ o faanfeat &) off Aept foran =nfeu
e “In away, itis good to have a break and focus on training,” she said.
“Ueh a6 I, TE 9P (break) T 3R YRRV R T Hfgd B (focus on training) BT ST
g B,” 35 Pl
o The focus will be the World Championship in November.
3§ & AdaR | g1 arell acs SfREARM (World Championship in November) U} g
e “The goals are set, but one is not worrying about the results.
“A&T (goals) TT §, Ak TRUITH (results) H1 fiar 78t &1 o XS B
e Anyone can do well on a given day.
H1s ot foft o1 s vexi= o Iwar g1
e My job is to stay healthy and be strong physically and mentally.
TR T TR (healthy) & 3R MRS T WIS FU J WolGd (strong physically and
mentally) wARI
e My priority is to prepare and perform at my best,” she said.
T myfirerar dart ST SR ma'q‘é]guzszhm (prepare and perform at my best)
g, I Tl
o Like most of the shooters, Elavenil is excited about the Shooting League of India (SLI)
scheduled after the World Championship in Delhi.
STETR YRl &1 ave, Tadf~a i fewlt (Delhi) & 9e8 WA (World Championship)
¥ 91¢ g1 archt RIfE &T 3iTws Sf$AT (Shooting League of India - SLI) &1 AR IR 5
¢ She hopes to have a lot of fun in the novel format and help the sport grow further.
g8 IHIe Rl § fb 39 9 urey (novel format) ffB%EIE?III\_rIT T 3R W BT 3R
snﬁaaﬁ (sport grow further) T Hag A

www.patrioticias.in

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Less than 40% of disabled persons have ID needed for
benefits

40% A $H faemdiT afeaal & g a1yl & fore
TILAP U U §
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New course: Floodwater enters homes along the banks of the swollen Doodh Ganga river in Dangerpora Wathoora of Budgam district in
central Kashmir on Wednesday. IMRAN NISSAR

Floodwater enters homes along the banks of the swollen Doodh Ganga river in Dangerpora
Wathoora of Budgam district in central Kashmir on Wednesday.

Doodh Ganga River

o The Doodh Ganga River originates from the Pir Panjal Range of the Himalayas.

o Specifically, it rises near the Tatakooti Peak in the Shopian district of Jammu &
Kashmir.

e Theriver is glacier-fed, carrying a milky appearance due to its silt content (hence the
name “Doodh” meaning milk).

Course and States

e The river flows entirely within Jammu & Kashmir (Union Territory).

o Major areas it passes through:
o Shopian district
o Budgam district (where it flows near Yusmarg, a popular tourist spot)
o Joins the Jhelum River near Srinagar.

Key Features

e Important tributary of the Jhelum River.
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e Scenic valleys like Yusmarg and Doodhpathri lie on its banks.
¢ Rich in trout fish, making it a spot for angling and tourism.

KHARTOUM I PR
Sudan recovers 270 bodies after

landslide that wiped out a village

Sudan

Chad @ Darfur

Central Darfur o

=

South Sudan

Central
African
Republic

 EEI-
Rescue teams have recovered 270 bodies from under the mud after
a landslide buried a remote mountain village in Sudan's Darfur
region and killed more than 1,000 inhabitants, the rebel group that
controls the area said. Heavy rains triggered the landslip which
wiped out the village of Tarasin in the Jebel Marra range. AFP
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Green traditions: An elderly woman vendor displays clay Thrikkakarayappan idols for sale in Palakkad on Saturday. With the festive spirit
of Onam in the air, these traditional Onathappan sets are in high demand, selling for ¥200-3500 per set. K.K. MUSTAFAH

An elderly woman vendor displays clay Thrikkakarayappan idols for sale in Palakkad on
Saturday. With the festive spirit of Onam in the air, these traditional Onathappan sets are in
high demand, selling for ¥200-%500 per set
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Less than 40% of disabled persons have ID needed for benefits

| DATA POINT ‘

Nitika Francis

ess than 40% of India’s pro-
I jected population of Per-

sons with Disabilities
(PwDs) have been issued a Unique
Disability ID (UDID) Card, which
enables access to government be-
nefits, data show. Over 11 lakh ap-
plications for UDID cards are still
pending, with more than 60%
pending for over six months.

The UDID sub-scheme, under
the Union government’s Depart-
ment of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwWD), is im-
plemented for creating a national
database for PwDs. These cards al-
low persons with disabilities to ac-
cess key benefits from schemes.
One such scheme is the Assistance
to Persons with Disabilities (ADIP),
which helps them procure wheel-
chairs, crutches, prostheses, hear-
ing aids, Braille slates, and more. It
also allows them to opt for scholar-
ships in educational institutions
and for reservations in govern-
ment jobs.

Less than half of PwDs in 23
States have received the card, with
the share crossing the 50% mark
only in Tamil Nadu, Meghalaya,
Odisha, and Karnataka (Map 1).
West Bengal stands out, with only
about 6%. Relevant data for And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana were
not available separately.

The figures used by the DEPwD
to calculate the UDID card cover-
age are based on PwD population
projected using the 2011 Census
and NSSO 76th round’s numbers,
according to Shashank Pandey, la-
wyer and founder of Politics and
Disability Forum, who works on
political representation of PwDs.

The implementation of the
UDID sub-scheme was staggered,
according to Mr. Pandey. Prior to
the introduction of this scheme,
only State-specific disability certifi-
cates were issued at the district or
taluka level. Mr. Pandey says that
when the UDID system was rolled

Delay in processing UDID applications is one of the reasons for low coverage

out, the shift to this new form of
identification was not effectively
communicated at the ground level.

The delay in processing UDID
applications, as noted earlier, is al-
so one of the many reasons why
the coverage numbers are low. Of
the 34 States/UTs for which data
was analysed, over half of the ap-
plications for UDID cards have
been pending for over six months.
As shown in Map 2, over 80% of
applications were pending for over
six months in Himachal Pradesh,
the highest such share among ma-
jor States. The delayed application
crossed the mark in Ladakh (UT)
and Mizoram.

Mr. Pandey explains that, as the
UDID card can only be applied for
through a website, another aspect
hindering the issuance is digital lit-
eracy. “Not everyone is that well-
versed in terms of navigating the
digital interface,” he explains.

The online UDID application ex-
pects the applicant to upload
scanned documents to the portal.
Latest government survey data
show that only 60% of India’s pop-
ulation above the age of 15 dis-
played the ability to use copy and
paste tools to duplicate or move
documents, using mobile or com-
puter-like devices (Chart 3).

The share is much lower if only
women were considered. The cor-
responding figure specific to per-
sons with disabilities was not avail-
able.

Even as overall funds for
schemes for PwDs have increased,
the UDID sub-scheme, crucial for
accessing many of these benefits,
has seen its funding reduced
(Chart 4).

Mr. Pandey explains that the ov-
erall negligence towards persons
with disabilities can be explained
by their strength as a political unit.
“Persons with disabilities form a
very small political constituency,
just about 2.68 crore people as per
the Census, and are not strong
enough as an identity group to
make a difference in votes. Hence,
they are not taken seriously,” he

says.

Inaccessible benefits

The data for the charts were sourced from the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, the

Comprehensive Modular Survey: Telecom, and Lok Sabha Questions and Answers

143

B
Scan the QR code
to listen to the

full interview with
Shashank Pandey,
lawyer and
founder of Politics
and Disabiity
Forum

Map 1: The State-wise

share of projected disabled
population who have received
a UDID card (latest data in %)

West Bengal

Maharashtra
53%

Relevant data
not available
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Map 2: The State-wise
share of cases pending for
more than 6 months (latest

Himachal datain %)

Pradesh

Kerala 74%

Relevant data
nat available
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Chart 3: Population {15+ years} who can use copy and
paste tools to move documents, on mobiles or computers
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Chart 4: Funds released under UDID sub-scheme from
2019 to 2023 (in 2 lakh)
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Male (%) Female (%) Person (%)
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Less than 40% of disabled persons have ID needed for

benefits

40% ¥ HH fapaiT sufeaal & urg TTH & e maza®

Uedi+1 Ua

g

e Delay in processing UDID applications is one of the reasons for low coverage

LSRR

Uniqye Dis_;ability ID (UDID) Coverage for PwDs
el (PwDs) & T g

3TSS! (UDID) HavSl

e Less than 40% of India’s projected population of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) have
been issued a Unique Disability ID (UDID) Card, which enables access to government
benefits, data show. Over 11 lakh applications for UDID cards are still pending, with more

than 60% pending for over six months.

3! P THTHIUT | 3 HH Havol & HRUTH T TP g
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YR DI AT fEaiTTe (PwDs) SHISAT H ¥ 40% | & &I g~ fequfaferdt sngst
(UDID) ®TS SR} fham T 8, St TRBRY ATl d% Ugd UaH HRal 8| 11 ARa | ARIP g
3nft ot difsa 8, fo8 & 60% & 3iftre o8 wd A dfaa gl

e The UDID sub-scheme, under the Union government’s Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), is implemented for creating a national database for
PwDs.

F% WHR & feaimer GRfaaed<or faURT (DEPWD) & 3idifd UDID IU-AisiHT feaiiTert &
fore Irfia a5 & o an F T )

e These cards allow persons with disabilities to access key benefits from schemes. One such
scheme is the Assistance to Persons with Disabilities (ADIP), which helps them procure
wheelchairs, crutches, prostheses, hearing aids, Braille slates, and more.

A H1E RarTorT B A1 | Teayy AT U B F1 Gﬂﬂﬁféﬁ%l ot & v AT R
feaaieT WerdT (ADIP), STt 3% RauR, 99T, $AW 30, yqur 47, s wWe e ura
HI H AGG Pl g

e |t also allows them to opt for scholarships in educational institutions and for reservations in
government jobs.

T8 3¢ Qe Tl & SEghy 3R axer Aiefval § Rer o1 fdmed W yer a2

e Less than half of PwDs in 23 States have received the card, with the share crossing the 50%
mark only in Tamil Nadu, Meghalaya, Odisha, and Karnataka. West Bengal stands out,
with only about 6%. Relevant data for Andhra Pradesh and Telangana were not available
separately.

23 Iroal B feimerm & ¥ o ¥ ft H9 o) H1e e 8, oIk Faa aftreqrg, Furaw, ifs=m
3R FAfed T I8 3iHST 50% I SR 741 5| UfHH s7Tel H 98 Had 6% o | 3T WS 3R
AT & o7 31eivT ¥ ST Suasy gl Ul

e The figures used by the DEPwD to calculate the UDID card coverage are based on 2011

Census and NSSO 76th round’s numbers, according to Shashank Pandey, lawyer and

founder of Politics and Disability Forum.

DEPwD §RT UDID $TS Haxs &1 0T & oIt IuaNT fhT 11T i 2011 SRTUMT 3R
NSSO & 769 TRUT TR 3TN &, I o =M IS, Iaviat SRR uifarfeaw Us fswufaferdt
BRA & YRS A H3T|

o The implementation of the UDID sub-scheme was staggered, according to Mr. Pandey. Prior
to this, only State-specific disability certificates were issued at the district or taluka level.

o 7S & STIR UDID IY-TISHT Bl B0 i UT| ST Ugd had red-fafiy feagimar
TS T a1 ATdgenT TR R ORI fhd ST o |

e Mr. Pandey says that when the UDID system was rolled out, the shift to this new form of
identification was not effectively communicated at the ground level.

$ft UTS BT g1 8 % SIa UDID YumTelt = 1 778 off, Y 39 718 Ugd U & &4 H yiac= &l
ST ¥R UR YHTet & 9 SO 8T o o)

e The delay in processing UDID applications is also one of the many reasons why the coverage
numbers are low. Of the 34 States/UTs for which data was analysed, over half of the
applications have been pending for over six months.

UDID $fide! &1 fshar # & 1t Sasl 1 81 & Bs SRUN H 9 U 5| 5 34 I=ai/dhg
R YSRM &3S BT A=Ayl foa 71T, 376 4 MY | 3w 3HrdeT 88 TeH o Sifus
7 9 dfed g

¢ As shown in data, over 80% of applications were pending for over six months in Himachal
Pradesh, the highest such share among major States. The delayed application crossed the
mark in Ladakh (UT) and Mizoram.

SR, fuTad =1 & 80% & 3if® 3de Bg He I W 3ifts 90y 3 dfad 9, S
ua@ﬂmﬁﬁm fYH §1 3 W 31T o1 bl TG (g ATRI U= 3R ez 7 off
UR 1 74T

e Mr. Pandey explains that as the UDID card can only be applied for through a website,
another hindrance is digital literacy. “Not everyone is well-versed in navigating the digital
interface,” he explains.

ot Ufe ¥d1d € fob 9feh UDID HTS & T Shadt daaTge & HTH ¥ TS [T ST Ahd ¢,

www.patrioticias.in
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ZYfery Uas 3R a1 § feforea Tneran e $is fefoed Sexthy &1 Afafie w3 & gem 8t 8,7
CEGIGE]

o The online UDID application expects the applicant to upload scanned documents to the
portal

3{TTATST UDID 3fTae | 31ded T 37U &1 S & [ a8 Uidd IR ¥b fPu ¢ gwas
AT B

e Latest government survey data show that only 60% of India’s population above the age of 15
displayed the ability to use copy and paste tools on mobile or computer-like devices. The
share is much lower for women.

TATH TRHR GI&I0T ST I Udl IadT § & WRd Bt 15 a9 A Sif¥es 3mg &1 Had 60%
amﬁﬁﬁwmw@@rwﬁmamﬂﬁvﬂwgaw@nﬁaﬂ & TS |
g il Afgemail # 3R W HA B

» The corresponding figure specific to persons with disabilities was not available.

fore afdra sris Iudsy 78T A1

e Even as overall funds for schemes for PwDs have increased, the UDID sub-scheme, crucial
for accessing many of these benefits, has seen its funding reduced.

wﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ%wwﬁq@gﬁ% QferT B8 Al I Ugd & forg
&Yl UDID SU-gieiHT &1 faxfta weraar ger & 18 & |

e Mr. Pandey explains that the overall negligence towards persons with disabilities can be
explained by their strength as a political unit. PwDs form only 2.68 crore people as per the
Census, not strong enough as an identity group to make a difference in votes.

ot U7S Fard g b feeiei & ufd THr SUei & 39! IeHifae Wfed I JH o TebaT 3|
SIUMAT & 3HR PwDs $dd 2.68 HRIS AT §, il dlel § 3R Uel & & oIt T ugam
g & =Y H ugi Holgd el &

“Hence, they are not taken seriously,” he says.

‘g 38 TRl § &l fera Sirer,” d ed g

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. Top court has championed the right to dignity through
multiple judgments, says CJI

anéﬁwﬁwﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁm?ﬁ%mmﬁ
TRAT & iftrer o1 gud+ fHar g

2. NHRC issues notice to Punjab after dog carries
infant’s head

P gRT R &1 RR @ 9F & 916 TSRy 1 uoe
$I Aifew SRy foar

3. Concealing a judge’s dissent, eroding judiciary’s
authority

ot =amarehir & sreagwfa wa &1 fosur=T, =amaurfersT &
SfUBR Bl FHSIR HIAT

4. Should reservations exceed the 50% cap?

T 3MREIUT 50% I HHAT A 3 giA1 Irfge?
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5. Antitrust case: U.S. judge rules Google does not have
to sell Chrome web browser

tdteve gradn: smiet <arardi=r &1 Ak, e ot
P A9 FISUR a9 DI MTaRIDT Aol

Top court has championed

the right to dignity through

multiple judgments, says CJI
SIC—— |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Wednesday de-
scribed human dignity as
the “soul of the Constitu-
tion” which sources and
binds together core values
such as personal liberty,
freedom to choose, equali-
ty and fraternity.

The Supreme Court has
championed the right to
dignity through multiple
judgments to better the
lives of women, prisoners,
ordinary workers, persons
with disabilities, and other
marginalised and minority
groups over the decades,
he said.

Through its interpreta-
tions of the value of digni-
ty, the Supreme Court has
ensured that the Constitu-
tion remained a living in-
strument, capable of res-
ponding to evolving
societal challenges while
remaining faithful to its
foundational values, the
CJ1 said.

Chief Justice Gavai was
delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the 1ith Dr. L.M.
Singhvi Memorial Lecture
on “Human dignity as the

soul of the Constitution:
judicial reflections in the
21st century”.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla; senior advocate Abh-
ishek Singhvi, MP; and
Vice-Chancellor of the O.P.
Jindal Global University C.
Raj Kumar spoke on the oc-
casion.

The CJI said the court
had intervened to declare
human dignity as a “Con-
stitutional value that re-
mains inviolable, even
within the confines of
incarceration”.

‘Life with respect’

Thus, the court’s interven-
tions were not limited to
ensuring physical survival
of the affected persons, but
its verdicts had touched
upon broader conditions
which would enable the ag-

QQ Human dignity
is intrinsically

connected to an
individual's autonomy
and capacity to make
decisions about their
own life

B.R. GAVAI
Chief Justice of India

grieved and disempo-
wered sections of society
to lead a life of self-respect,
freedom, and opportunity,
he said.

“Human dignity is in-
trinsically connected to an
individual’s autonomy and
capacity to make decisions
about their own life. It en-
compasses the freedom to
exercise choice, personal
agency, and self-determi-
nation,” Chief Justice Gavai
said.

The Chief Justice said
human dignity had been a
central concern for the
framers of the Constitu-
tion. The CJI said his life’s
journey to become the top
judge of the country large-
ly owed to values en-
shrined in the Constitu-
tion, and Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s vision.

Top court has
championed
the right to
dignity
through
multiple
judgments,
says CJI

Hdrerems 3 war
o =fid srerera
A &S Bhydl &
HIEAH | TRHAT
& AfYPR BT
aadq fear g

e Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai on
Wednesday described
human dignity as the
“soul of the
Constitution” which
sources and binds
together core values
such as personal
liberty, freedom to
choose, equality and
fraternity.

HRA & H&T grardi
R, 795 A FYAR B
P ST I, S
iR Fad=dl, I9-
P T@ddr, JHECT 3R
Y SN gl DY I
P g 3R TH 1Y
et g

e The Supreme
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Court has championed the right to dignity through multiple judgments to better the lives of
women, prisoners, ordinary workers, persons with disabilities, and other marginalised
and minority groups over the decades, he said.

3I5i- Bl fb ol HIE 3 HS Baal & Aeqd S TR F AfRBR 1 qm foar § arfes
afgensit, S, qremor 4w, fawai safea, sik =1 gIRIT W 3R sreuders gl
& I Dl dgaR ST Sl Feb |

Through its interpretations of the value of dignity, the Supreme Court has ensured that the
Constitution remained a living instrument, capable of responding to evolving societal
challenges while remaining faithful to its foundational values, the CJI said.

Hroramg 3 wet fos T & gou &) ren & wey 9, gHE B A I8 gAfEa P &
WY TH Sidd AU S 3G, S Seerd! ATHISIS Al BT =1 R 9 3R 0=
TaYd gedi & Ufd TR o1 36 |

Chief Justice Gavai was delivering the keynote address at the 11th Dr. L.M. Singhvi
Memorial Lecture on “Human dignity as the soul of the Constitution: judicial reflections
in the 21st century”.

e ATy Tag <’ B T F U | HIg TR 2141 9 # alie ufafds”
fawg W 119 Y. Ta.gw. Rigd ¥jfa aarem # ge1 "6y 3 36 31

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla; senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi, MP; and Vice-
Chancellor of the O.P. Jindal Global University C. Raj Kumar spoke on the occasion.
ArHaUT el 3T favar; aivy siftraaan ok Wi sfime Ridt; R si.dt. Riga
Taiad gfaRid & Faufa AT, IMHUAR 7 TH 3G W IASI1Id foHar|

The CJI said the court had intervened to declare human dignity as a “Constitutional value
that remains inviolable, even within the confines of incarceration”.

WS A FeT s sreTad A T HRd U AT TRAT HY “Hau e Teu T forar st
Fe ot darei & fiax ot srfaemh T 371

‘Life with respect’
T & 1Y g

Thus, the court’s interventions were not limited to ensuring physical survival of the affected
persons, but its verdicts had touched upon broader conditions which would enable the
aggrieved and disempowered sections of society to lead a life of self-respect, freedom,
and opportunity, he said.

3I5i- Bl [ SHaTad & gxiay had gHIfad Afdadl & MRS T &1 AT e ab
Wt e 3, sfcw Iue Fvfa 3 favega ufefRufaa &1+t gd ¢ S o & difsa ok dafa
T o) TIRUET, T 3R SaER) & g o+ & J&w §1d 2

“‘Human dignity is intrinsically connected to an individual’s autonomy and capacity to
make decisions about their own life. It encompasses the freedom to exercise choice,
personal agency, and self-determination,” Chief Justice Gavai said.

TS TATERT 9S < e, “HIFG TRAT §d ¥ ¥ safed $t warawar 3R 394 oiaqd F aR &
fofa a9 3t ermar I IS 81 T8 TUH BT WART B DI [T, AfRITG WadTdT, 3R
reaf-rofg &1 nfid FRar g1’

The Chief Justice said human dignity had been a central concern for the framers of the
Constitution.

= ATty 3 gl % AT afvar wfaem fafaret & e S fiar o1 fawa & e
The CJI said his life’s journey to become the top judge of the country largely owed to
values enshrined in the Constitution, and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision.

W3S A H81 {6 < & Aare Ararehi=r 94 B 3! Sita AT &1 99 T8I ¥ 4 Wiae
o fAfga geal ok ST d1.3R. sias®: ot =@y & orar gl
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NHRC issues notice to Punjab nf<;tic<zI to Punjab
. . . ; after dog carries

after dog carries infant’s head g b d

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) R ﬁl"-ﬁ DT

on Wednesday issued notice to the Punjab RRAGA S ar¢

government over an incident where a stray dog AT SR A USTE

was seen carrying the severed head of an infant
near the Government Rajindra Hospital in the &I Aifey S} foean

Patiala district. The Medical Superintendent of

i e The National Human
t_hE hﬂsp;[al SHL%;S rll_:at I'!CI' ]l:lﬂbyaf]'ias been found f Rights Commission (NHRC) on
missing [rom the hospital. In recent cases o Wednesday issued notice to the
deaths of infants, the bodies were handed over to Punjab government over an
the families after proper documentation, he said. incident where a stray dog was

seen carrying the severed head
He has reportedly expressed concern that the of an infant near the
remains might have been dumped outside the Government Rajindra Hospital
hospital premises by someone. Calling it a in the Pat'a'aﬁd's"'ct- ;
serious human rights violation, the commission (mlg 4 ST 3 quaT @ T
has asked for a detailed report. PR F) g s fer 39
Y] Bl db ForgH Teb SHTIRT
1 ufegrar fora & Ry SRR AfiaT sRudre & urd Rig) &1 et g R & oirar gan
el

o The Medical Superintendent of the hospital says that no baby has been found missing
from the hospital.
R & AfSpa JuikeSe &1 FHe ¢ & sreuara A $1s WY s=a arvar 1Y uran wan g1

e Inall recent cases of deaths of infants, the bodies were handed over to the families after
proper documentation, he said.
I8 gl {3 g1 & & Rigrait &1 Wi & it e o Ifra gwarasitesur & o1 xa uRarR)
HI Ay feg e A

e He has reportedly expressed concern that the remains might have been dumped outside
the hospital premises by someone.
31 feidT e o1 § o Wyaa: fht 7 gl ot srearer uRRR & arex B faar g

e Calling it a serious human rights violation, the commission has asked for a detailed
report.

38 TR AFEIReR Swered Sdid gU, 3maT 3 fasga o @i 21
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Concealing a judges dissent, eroding judiciary’s authority

onstitutional democracies are sustained
not only by written laws but also by
what the South African professor of law,
Etienne Mureinik, first described as a
“culture of justification”. That is, the idea that
every exercise of public power must be explained
and defended. As Mureinik put it, “The
leadership given by government rests on the
cogency of the case offered in defence of its
decisions, not the fear inspired by the force at its
command.”

Judges in India have routinely invoked this
principle to demand accountability from the
state. But with reports surfacing in the media of
the dissent by Justice B.V. Nagarathna of the
Supreme Court of India, on the Collegium’s
recommendation to elevate Justice Vipul M.
Pancholi to the Court, it appears that this culture
of justification ends at the Collegium’s door.
When it comes to the Court selecting its own
members, the public seemingly have no right to
know.

An indictment of the system

A dissent of this kind ordinarily would represent
amoment of reckoning. But the Collegium and its
almost total opacity has meant that the
opposition has proven not so much a failure as a
futile exercise. The resolution uploaded on the
Court’s website, displaying the recommendation,
suggests unanimity. It makes no mention of
dissent. We only learnt of Justice Nagarathna's
objection through reports in the media. The note
that she wrote remains hidden, but we are told
that her reservations were “grave.” It is unclear
whether the dissent was even shared with the
Union government, which, within 48 hours of the
recommendation, went ahead and notified the
appointment.

This gulf, between what we know happened
and what we are permitted to know, epitomises
the flaws inherent in the system governing how
we appoint members to our courts. One of India’s
senior-most judges may have believed there were
compelling reasons why the candidate’s elevation
should not have gone through, yet both her
reasoning and the majority’s response remain
unknown. No doubt the dissent might only
concern a single appointment. It is possible that
the other members in the Collegium had
overwhelming reasons to support the proposal.
But the fact that the public is told nothing at all is
itself an indictment of the system — its lack of
transparency, its democratic deficit, and its
refusal to explain itself to the people in whose
name it acts.

The Collegium has been resistant to
transparency from its inception. It is a product of
judge-made law. Created in the “Second Judges
Case” (1993) and entrenched in the “Third Judges

Suhrith

Parthasarathy

is an advocate
practising in the
Madras High Court

A judiciary that
subjects itself to
the same
standards of
openness it
demands of
others will only
gain greater
trust and
confidence of
the people

Case” (1998), the system vests primacy in the five
senior-most judges of the Supreme Court to
appoint members of the higher judiciary. They
deliberate in private, record decisions with
minimal disclosure, and rarely explain their
reasoning.

Beginning in 2017, the Collegium began
publishing its resolutions. But these were skeletal
at best and amounted to little more than formal
announcements. For a short period in 2018, the
Court uploaded fuller reasons for the Collegium’s
choices and rejections. However, the experiment
was short lived, with the explanation that
disclosure might damage reputations.

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent reveals the cost of
this retreat to secrecy. If even an objection from a
serving Supreme Court judge is deemed too
sensitive for the public, then we must ask
whether the Collegium has not simply embraced
opacity but crossed into outright rejection of
accountability.

The weak defence

The defence of keeping its reasons confidential
has always rested on two claims: that openness
can harm the reputation of candidates who are
not selected, and that it would expose the system
to political pressures. On reasonable scrutiny,
both claims collapse.

No doubt, marrying transparency with
reputational fairness requires careful handling.
But other constitutional democracies seem to
manage it better than India does. Britain’s Judicial
Appointments Commission, for instance, sets out
its criteria openly and issues reports explaining
how candidates were assessed. In South Africa,
candidates for higher judicial office are
interviewed by the Judicial Service Commission,
and their suitability debated in public. Neither
system is flawless, but both proceed from the
recognition that legitimacy flows from openness.
India, by contrast, persists in treating the
Collegium as a private conclave. Even the
existence of dissent reaches us only through
leaks. If reputational harm is a genuine concern,
the answer must lie in carefully structuring
disclosure to mitigate it. Denying justification
altogether cannot be the solution. And if political
pressure is feared, then secrecy has hardly
prevented it. The executive, after all, continues to
delay and stonewall inconvenient Collegium
recommendations. It can return a name for
reconsideration or, on re-recommendation,
simply keep the file pending, stopping short of
issuing the presidential warrant of appointment.

The stakes here go to the heart of India’s
democracy. Judges chosen today will shape the
outcomes of India’s most urgent constitutional
questions that range from issues concerning civil
liberties to the limits of executive power and the

division of authority between the Union and the
States. When citizens are informed only that a
judge has been elevated, without reasons, or
when a dissent by a sitting Supreme Court judge
is shrouded in secrecy, institutional legitimacy
withers. We quite rightly expect our courts to
insist on accountability from other branches of
the state. But in doing so, can they claim
immunity for themselves?

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent has not halted
Justice Pancholi’s elevation. Indeed, it is possible
that the other members of the Collegium had
good reasons to support his appointment. What
they were, we will never know. But the larger
issue here extends beyond a single name. It
concerns whether the Court is prepared to live by
the very principle it seeks to impose on every
other organ of the state: that every exercise of
public power must be justified.

In many democracies, anxieties about
unelected judges striking down laws are framed
as a counter-majoritarian difficulty. How can a
system be democratic if those not chosen by the
people wield such authority? At first blush, the
concern seems real. But it misstates what
democracy truly is. Democracy is not simply
majoritarian rule by numbers. Properly
understood, it is something more: a partnership
between citizens that secures rights and ensures
that liberty and equality structure public life.
Unelected judges play an essential role here, by
interpreting the law and by protecting rights
against majoritarian excesses.

It is for this reason that the Constitution vests
extraordinary prerogative power in an unelected
judiciary. Judges are meant to act as independent
arbiters, to check and balance government, to
protect fundamental liberties. In doing so, they
do not undermine democracy but only fulfil its
highest aspirations.

The Collegium must accept reform
However, for the judiciary to retain its standing,
the process by which judges are appointed must
itself meet the strictest standards of
accountability. The Collegium has too often
withdrawn into a culture of concealment over
justification. Unless it embraces reform, it risks
diminishing the very legitimacy on which its
authority rests. Too many opportunities for
change have been spurned in the past; every step
forward has been followed by two steps back,
with each retreat eroding the values of
transparency and integrity on which democracy
depends.

A judiciary that subjects itself to the same
standards of openness it demands of others will
not weaken its autonomy. On the contrary, it will
anchor its independence more securely in the
trust and the confidence of the people.

Concealing a judge’s dissent, eroding judiciary’s authority

fodt =graredier & srgHfd A9 & four, aureeT &
SfUBR Bl FHASIR HIAT

Culture of Justification and Collegium Transparency

afera 1 TRpT IR BT

El

e Constitutional democracies are sustained not only by written laws but also by what the South
African professor of law, Etienne Mureinik, first described as a “culture of justification”.

AU eebdia Dad [ARId BIL A Bl 161 Siecp alaiul 3biep! fafey Tiher efeds I

gRT Ugel aR aftfa “sitfirea &t v 3 ot srow wEd |

e Thatis, the idea that every exercise of public power must be explained and defended.

31yl g faaR for ardeiAe wfda & &= UaT & qogmar 3R SR sermT ST e
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As Mureinik put it, “The leadership given by government rests on the cogency of the
case offered in defence of its decisions, not the fear inspired by the force at its
command.”

o fob TR A T, “TRPR gIRT a1 a1 Agad 39 FHofay & sama o wga arad
afhewar wR meiia giar 8, 7 fr STt fad | I wg w1
Judges in India have routinely invoked this principle to demand accountability from the state.

R B i 3 Frafid ©u 9 3wy ¥ Saece! 75 & 1 59 Rigid &1 g fear g

But with reports surfacing in the media of the dissent by Justice B.V. Nagarathna of the
Supreme Court of India, on the Collegium’s recommendation to elevate Justice Vipul M.
Pancholi to the Court, it appears that this culture of justification ends at the Collegium’s door.

Wﬂ’r%mﬁm%;ﬁawﬁwmqﬁaﬁaﬁ ATRET GRT UTaYfd faga TH
mﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁmwmﬁwwmasmq A
Udlid giam 8 6 g8 Siifrer &t Tepfal Haform & ararsl IR 9o §) Sl &1

When it comes to the Court selecting its own members, the public seemingly has no right to
know.

S 91d 3STAd P 3T G b I8 D1 3Tl 7, d SIdT &b U S BT blg HYBR et
famani

An indictment of the system

JUTTelt T ST

A dissent of this kind ordinarily would represent a moment of reckoning.
Y TRE HT SEHR IR W T e o7 &1 ufaffia Ha

But the Collegium and its almost total opacity has meant that the opposition has proven not
so much a failure as a futile exercise.

Afp BIaform SR ST AT guf sraRefRidr &1 Adas § & Rty srwadr & sarer te
fshe STy gIfed g g |

The resolution uploaded on the Court’s website, displaying the recommendation, suggests
unanimity. It makes no mention of dissent.

3feTeld BI ITZE WR TS fobar o yRdra, s Rywwrieer fexars 18 8, wdawfer &1 ggma
AT | ST SR BT IS S el B

We only learnt of Justice Nagarathna’s objection through reports in the media.

& dhaq Hifsar faie! & Aread I =rfd 9RaT i Ui & 9 & Il Fa|

The note that she wrote remains hidden, but we are told that her reservations were “grave.”
S O e foraT 8 RoTT g 2, Afp1 g8 ST T b ST st iR o

It is unclear whether the dissent was even shared with the Union government, which, within
48 hours of the recommendation, went ahead and notified the appointment.

Ig WP e ¢ [ sedfd & dg WRPR & a1 aren +ff fovar man o ar 78, foram R &
48 "¢ & IR 3 dgdhr Mgfad &I SITRGEAT IR R & |

This gulf, between what we know happened and what we are permitted to know, epitomises
the flaws inherent in the system governin%how we appoint members to our courts.

Tg Wg, S §31T 3P TR T 80 T S ¢ 3R g6 1 oFH &1 3Afd 8, TAR ararea o
fgfe @t womedt 7 Ffgd @i &1 udle &)

One of India’s senior-most judges may have believed there were compelling reasons why the
candidate’s elevation should not have gone through, yet both her reasoning and the majority’s
response remain unknown.

YR & IRFaT TRTENRN & ¥ U DI ARG [y o1 b STGaR St ygiafd 7 84 & 31 BRI
3, O 1t 7T b 3R SgHd B Ufdfshar 3T

No doubt the dissent might only concern a single appointment. It is possible that the other
members in the Collegium had overwhelming reasons to support the proposal.

T $YE Teg et b renfd Sadt T et & Geifiid € gadt 81 Tva § o wraform &
3 GE ! & U URATd Bl FHH PR & 319 HRUT B o |
But the fact that the public is told nothing at all is itself an indictment of the system — its lack

of transparency, its democratic deficit, and its refusal to explain itself to the people in
whose name it acts.
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Afr T8 a6 S &1 foepa W o T8) odmar Ta, T el &1 RN § — !
urReRfdr #t FHY, 3u@T Aieaie "rer, iR 37 al & Ufd ge B T 9 $6R e
I IR T8 HT BT ¢

The Collegium has been resistant to transparency from its inception. It is a product of judge-
made law.

HIATT 0= RO ¥ 8 URSRIaT &1 UfeRty Fra1 Y81 8| I =aranehi=r fAfdfa &1 &1
e g
Created in the “Second Judges Case” (1993) and entrenched in the “Third Judges Case”

(1998), the system vests primacy in the five senior-most judges of the Supreme Court to
appoint members of the higher judiciary.

g “Heh g STool H” (1993) H F1T 74T 3R “US SToel o (1998) H R fbar mar, 78
JUTTet I A Ifidh] & o=l &1 (gfad & fo wate e & uig aivgaw <arardizn &
Ty fRear 3t B

They deliberate in private, record decisions with minimal disclosure, and rarely explain their
reasoning.

3 ol dR R feaR-famsf #d §, graw usdierur & wry fofg gof #vd 8, 3R wme 8 Haft
30 T B THATA & |

Beginning in 2017, the Collegium began publishing its resolutions. But these were skeletal at
best and amounted to little more than formal announcements.

2017 ¥, HIARTTH 7 U YT USRI HRAT I 6T Afe T 3w gramTd & 8iR
3MuaTie drvonst ¥ el @ el Ul

For a short period in 2018, the Court uploaded fuller reasons for the Collegium’s choices and
rejections. However, the experiment was short lived, with the explanation that disclosure
might damage reputations.

2018 ¥ TP DI THI P AT, ST - PIHOTAH P o0 3R SRATHIT P faqd R UHS

?m gIdifds, I8 UART SedPbIicidh g1, T8 Had gU [ UHcIh Ul UIaST Bl T4 Ugdl Tabdl
I

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent reveals the cost of this retreat to secrecy.

A ATRAT &1 3EHR 59 MUFdT B 3R Ted &1 HIAd Bl ISR B!

If even an objection from a serving Supreme Court judge is deemed too sensitive for the
public, then we must ask whether the Collegium has not simply embraced opacity but crossed
into outright rejection of accountability.

g a1 & ¥gd g¢ i ata <amarayg & it i Ay a1 & e srafies dae-=ite A
St 8, Y 9 U AfeT fob R ST A Had SIURSRIAT B SUHRT § AT STaTaet & A1
TIHR Bt AT UR HR ot 3

The weak defence
HHVR F919

The defence of keeping its reasons confidential has always rested on two claims: that
openness can harm the reputation of candidates who are not selected, and that it would
expose the system to political pressures. On reasonable scrutiny, both claims collapse.

310 BRUN ! MUY I BT T FHI <1 31l IR MR T 8: fob Gerra 37 Iufiaari
D! AFAST &) A Ugar Tl & = Tafd 781 fosan man, 3R g8 vl &) Ieifae garal
% foT ISR &R M1 3fRrd S #, 1 91d @8 o B
No doubt, marrying transparency with reputational fairness requires careful handling. But
other constitutional democracies seem to manage it better than India does.

T8 B13 g el fr urRgRiar ik ufagrere fAwear &1 Siea & forw aurigds yeuT o
Al g | AfhT 37 HAUTAF Aihad 389 URA I I5aR i ° FHTed fawd & |

Britain’s Judicial Appointments Commission, for instance, sets out its criteria openly and
issues reports explaining how candidates were assessed.

IeTeRl & forg, forest #t =urfe fArgfas smaiT oma Arcs! &) gat aR W Fufia #rar g
3R RUTE SRt =l & b ITGART BT M b foa T

In South Africa, candidates for higher judicial office are interviewed by the Judicial Service
Commission, and their suitability debated in public.
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Eféur el B, I "NR® U & SHfCaR! &1 WEThR TS JdT TR gRT forn oiran 8

3R I IUGad R AdSI-dh §89 B! oIt g1

Neither system is flawless, but both proceed from the recognition that legitimacy flows from

openness.

o | goeht g 761 B, Afee SH1 39 A1 R S Sgd & o duar Gau- § 31l g

India, by contrast, persists in treating the Collegium as a private conclave. Even the

existence of dissent reaches us only through leaks.

U AW, YRd TAR HIATTIH B U Holl 966 & U & Jdl 5| SNgHld B HRid

ft 89 Fad die & A1y I Udl Fod g

If reputational harm is a genuine concern, the answer must lie in carefully structuring

disclosure to mitigate it. Denying justification altogether cannot be the solution.

IS AfASTE® JHaT U IRdfas Ridr 8, df T Qrauigde UheIpur &) TR o

BT TR s 38 & foram o Top | I ave ¥ Sifres & AR JH1e™ el 81 Il

And if political pressure is feared, then secrecy has hardly prevented it. The executive, after

all, continues to delay and stonewall inconvenient Collegium recommendations.
ST a1 HT SR 3, Al MU A 39 G 6 AD] ¢ | HRRGR, BRIUTIDT

rgfaTSTe SYarorad Rt # 8 iR s1em STan ot @t B

It can return a name for reconsideration or, on re-recommendation, simply keep the file

pending, stopping short of issuing the presidential warrant of appointment.

Tg YATdaR & forg A1 et Tebdll € 4T, U 3R R, Pac BIsd dfad 3 g 8, famr

Tgufa fgfet ake SR feul

The stakes here go to the heart of India’s democracy. Judges chosen today will shape the

outcomes of India’s most urgent constitutional questions that range from issues concerning

civil liberties to the limits of executive power and the division of authority between the

Union and the States.

Tg1 &g YRd & AiPpad & gal § Sf1a o1 3T g T Ararei=r YRd & a9 Agayqu
Haurre wgl & IR 0 B39, o AN Tadaars, sriutieT o1 wfeml $t Jang,
AR Fg 3R IG! B S ARBRT S AU F 42 T A T

When citizens are informed only that a judge has been elevated, without reasons, or when a
dissent by a sitting Supreme Court judge is shrouded in secrecy, institutional legitimacy
withers.

STe AR B Had T8 Il ST ¢ fob Ueb =aranefi=r &1 ualad fasan a1 €, o1 SRur §ar,
1 99 U A B & i< o1 srygufa 7d Mu=aar § {31 giar 8, af SImTd duar
FHHIR gl S g

We quite rightly expect our courts to insist on accountability from other branches of the
state. But in doing so, can they claim immunity for themselves?

B We! WU ¥ 3O SreTardl ¥ TG I ¢ o d Isd B S IMEIST § Saraeat &1 A |
Qfeh TH XA T, T I 30+ 1T UFAREHT &7 gTaT I Ahall 62

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent has not halted Justice Pancholi’s elevation. Indeed, it is
possible that the other members of the Collegium had good reasons to support his
appointment. What they were, we will never know.

R ARREAT $T IRTEHT T <l et 3 wer B % T8 U ¥ aad §, Wva
8 I PIaforaa & 3 Iewl & U 3! Fgfad &1 THH FRA & 3wy HRUT G d T 3, &9
FHoft T5 o1 U |

But the larger issue here extends beyond a single name. It concerns whether the Court is
prepared to live by the very principle it seeks to impose on every other organ of the state: that
every exercise of public power must be justified.

Afh1 T8 93T TgT %ad Ush 11 A W g1 I8 39 IR | ¢ b 71 =amarery 39 Rigid & R
9 B TR & SR 98 o9 B ER 30 YRIT IR AR FHRAT 916l &: [ Ardeiie Wi &1 82
SN Sifereayut g =g

In many democracies, anxieties about unelected judges striking down laws are framed as a
counter-majoritarian difficulty. How can a system be democratic if those not chosen by the

people wield such authority?

o3 didpaa 4, IR-Fatfa <= gR1 Sl 3 R B @t [l o agua-fRid
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HfSTs & U T v foan Sran 7| afe @ gRT 8t g T AT Sa-t 2fdd 1 ua dRd § a
DTS YUK Abdid b gl Fabvel 2

At first blush, the concern seems real. But it misstates what democracy truly is. Democracy is
not simply majoritarian rule by numbers. Properly understood, it is something more: a
partnership between citizens that secures rights and ensures that liberty and equality
structure public life.

ugel oR H, g fofd arafas @t 81 Afe g arad | didbdd 1 8, 3 e aidh ° U
PR ¢ | Abad Bad WIS gRT IgHd WG T8 ¢ | Tgt A= § TH S, dl 98 $ 3R &
TR & 9 T TSR S SFUBTRY BT JRFErd Fet 8§ 3R AT Bt § o Tae=ram sk
HHTAT Aol Sa BT SR DR |

Unelected judges play an essential role here, by interpreting the law and by protecting rights
against majoritarian excesses.

R-fatfe =araned=r g8f e srawas YA AU §, S &1 aRed b 3R dgHddrd!
SfeR® & RIATH SHIBRI Bt & Hb |

It is for this reason that the Constitution vests extraordinary prerogative power in an
unelected judiciary. Judges are meant to act as independent arbiters, to check and
balance government, to protect fundamental liberties.

I8 HRUT ¢ s Afyur sramyRor faRwifieR wfdqar te IR-Matfra aramfae & fAfga
Rl g | ATl ) W T & T H S BT AT, WHR TR G071 3R Tga s
TG TMRT, 3R W Tacrarsil o1 X&M FHRAt A1ge

In doing so, they do not undermine democracy but only fulfill its highest aspirations.

T IR §U, d Abdd B HHSR o] HRd Sfeh IUD! Jared Mpiensit H W Hd gl

The Collegium must accept reform

Pl GUR PR BT AT

However, for the judiciary to retain its standing, the process by which judges are appointed
must itself meet the strictest standards of accountability.

BT, ~ATaTereT &1 RUfY 918 38 & fore, =maneent &) fgfaa &t ufshar &) @@d gad os
TATac gl HD! I I AT Al

The Collegium has too often withdrawn into a culture of concealment over justification.
Unless it embraces reform, it risks diminishing the very legitimacy on which its authority
rests.

DA 7 TR ST P ToF MY-aer &) T {T 3O oft §1 S b T8 GUR ! Tt
S{TTAT, T8 I AUAT Bl HHGR B P SIRIH ITdT § ford IR 3! Yfad feapl gl

Too many opportunities for change have been spurned in the past; every step forward has
been followed by two steps back, with each retreat eroding the values of transparency and
integrity on which democracy depends.

3feld H URTT & Igd IR SIER AT 1T §; B U HaH 3T 9+ & 914 ol Had Uls 8¢ T,
3R &R Ui g ¥ UReRAT 3R SHFERY & 3 T HHSIR §U f5H R dieds ARk aar g1
A judiciary that subjects itself to the same standards of openness it demands of others will
not weaken its autonomy. On the contrary, it will anchor its independence more securely in
the trust and the confidence of the people.

TP T S Td &I 98} AT AFD] & 37efT BT § ot a8 guRl I fuem Hrat
8, U XTIl &1 HHGR gl BT | Sfeds, T8 U Fadar S Al & fayT 3R
STAFIYTE 7 i JRI&T FU I R Hft|
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Should reservations exceed the 50% cap?

What do Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution guarantee? How are formal and substantive equality different? Are reservations an exception to the idea of equality of

opportunity or a continuation? Are reservation benefits concentrated within specific sub-castes in OBCs, SCs and STs?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he leader of the opposition in
Bihar, Tejashwi Yadav, has
declared that if voted to power,
their alliance would increase
reservation to 85%. In another
development, the Supreme Court has
issued notice to the Union government on
a petition demanding the introduction of
a ‘system’ similar to the ‘creamy layer’ for
reservations among the Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST)

What are constitutional provisions?
Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all
citizens in any action by the state
(including admissions to educational
institutions) and public employment
respectively. In order to achieve social
justice, these Articles also enable the state
to make special provisions for the
advancement of socially and
educationally backward classes or Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), SCs and STs. A
brief summary of important
developments with respect to
reservations at the central level is
provided in the Table. The reservation in
the Centre at present stands as follows —
OBCs (27%), SCs (15%), STs (7.5%) and for
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS),
10%, resulting in a total reservation of
59.5%. The reservation percentages vary
from State to State according to their
demographic profile and policies.

What have courts ruled?

The issue arises due to two ostensibly
competing aspects of equality — formal
and substantive. The Supreme Court in
Balaji versus State of Mysore (1962) noted
that reservations under Articles 15 and 16
for backward classes should be ‘within
reasonable limits’ and should be adjusted
with the interests of the community as a
whole. The court further ruled that such
special provisions for reservation should
not exceed 50%. This is seen as an
endorsement of formal equality where
reservations are seen as an exception to
equality of opportunity and hence cannot
exceed 50%.

Substantive equality on the other hand
is based on the belief that formal equality
is not sufficient to redress the difference
between groups that have enjoyed
privileges in the past and groups that have
been historically underprivileged and
underrepresented. A seven-judge Bench
in State of Kerala versus N. M. Thomas
(1975) have broached the aspect of
substantive equality. The court in this
case opined that reservation for backward
classes is not an exception to equality of
opportunity but is an assertion and
continuation of the same. However, since
the 50% ceiling was not a question before
the court, it did not give a binding
judgment on this aspect in the case.

In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), a
nine-judge Bench upheld the 27%
reservation for OBCs. It opined that caste
is a determinant of class in the Indian
context. Further, in order to uphold the
equality of opportunity, it reaffirmed the
cap of 50% for reservation as held in the
Balaji case, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. The court also provided
for the exclusion of a creamy layer within
OBCs. In the Janhit Abhiyan case (2022),
the court by a majority of 3:2 upheld the
constitutional validity of the EWS
reservation. It held that economic criteria
could be a basis for reservation and
opined that the 50% limit set in the Indra
Sawhney case was meant for backward

THE GIST

v

Articles 15 and 16 guarantee
equality to all citizens in any
action by the state (including
admissions to educational
institutions) and public
eemployment respectively.

v

There has been a growing
demand for increasing the
reservation percentage beyond
the judicial cap of 50% to
reflect the proportion of
backward classes in the
population.

v

Right to equality of opportunity
is a fundamental right and an
increase in reservation up to
85% may be seen as violating
such right. Nevertheless,
substantive equality through
affirmative action is required to
uplift the underprivileged.

Moment of reckoning: Maratha community members celebrate after the Maharashtra government accepted activist Manoj Jarange Patil’s demands,
including granting Marathas Kunbi caste certificates which will make them eligible for reservation benefits available to OBCs, in Mumbai, on September 2. PTI

The journey of reservations

Abrief summary of important

with respect tor

rvations at the central level

Year Key development

will result in an even more increased
backlog of vacancies. There is also a fear
that such backlog vacancies may be
converted in the long run to unreserved
seats thereby depriving the SCs and STs of

their rightful share of opportunities.
1950 and (s of the C: and the First enabling provisions
1951 in Articles 15 and 16 for the advancement of OBCs, SCs and STs What can be the way forward?
1982 Reservations for SCs and STs fixed at 15% and 7.5% respectively in central Right to equality of opportunity is a
instituti d public sector i fund: I right and an increase in
1990 The introduction of 27% reservation for OBCs in central government employment reservation up to 85% may be seen as

based on the recommendation of the Mandal Commission

2005 Article 15(5) inserted by the 93rd constitutional amendment that enabled

reservations for OBCs, SCs and STs in

including pri

2019

Articles 15(6) and 16(6) inserted by the 103rd constitutional amendment which
enabled up to 10% reservation for the EWS among the unreserved category in
educational institutions and public employment

classes while the EWS reservation of 10%
is for a different category among
unreserved communities.

What are the competing arguments?
Dr. B. R. AmbedKkar in his Consti

estimated that 97% of reserved jobs and
seats in educational institutions have been
garnered by just around 25% of the OBC
castes/sub-castes at the central level.
Close to 1,000 of around 2,600

Assembly speech in November 1948
justified the need to have reservations for
backward communities that have been
left out in the past. He also opined that
reservations should be confined to a
minority in order to uphold the
guaranteed right of ‘equality of
opportunity.

However, there has been a growing
demand for increasing the reservation
percentage beyond the judicial cap of
50% to reflect the proportion of backward
classes in the population. The demand for
a caste census has been strong in order to
have actual data about this proportion
rather than mere estimates. It must also
be noted that as per various government
replies in Parliament, 40-50% of seats
reserved for OBCs, SCs and STs in the
Central government remain unfilled.

Another contentious issue relates to
the concentration of reservation benefits.
The Rohini Commission, set up for
providing recommendations on the
sub-categorisation among OBC castes, has

« ities under the OBC category
have had zero representation in jobs and
educational institutes.

A similar issue of concentration of
reservation benefits persist in SC and ST
categories as well. There is no exclusion
of ‘creamy layer” for these it

violating such right. Nevertheless,
substantive equality through affirmative
action is required to uplift the
underprivileged. Based on empirical data
of the ensuing Census in 2027, which will
also enumerate backward castes, there
must be wide ranging discussions with all
stakeholders to arrive at a suitable level of
reservation. Equally important is to
implement sub-categorisation among the
OBCs as per the Rohini Commission
report based on Census data. With
respect to SCs and STs, as demanded in
the plea before the Supreme Court, a
‘two-tier’ reservation system may be
considered. Under such a scheme,
priority would be given to more

inalised sections before it
to those who are relatively well-off within
those ¢ ities. These

In State of Punjab versus Davinder Singh
(2024), four judges of a seven-judge Bench
impressed upon the Central government
the need to frame suitable policies for the
exclusion of ‘creamy layer’ in SC and ST
reservations. However, the Central
government in a cabinet meeting in
August 2024 reaffirmed that the ‘creamy
layer’ does not apply to reservations for
SCs and STs.

Critiques who are against the extension
of a ‘creamy layer’ to SCs and STs argue
that the vacancies for these communities
are anyway not fully filled. Therefore, the
question of a ‘creamy layer’ within such
communities usurping the opportunities
of even more marginalised castes does
not arise. It is also likely that the exclusion
of a ‘creamy layer’ based on any criteria

would ensure that benefits of reservation
reach the more marginalised among the
underprivileged in successive
generations.

It must also be borne in mind that
considering the opportunities available in
the public sector and the young
population of our country, any scheme of
reservation would not meet the
aspirations of large sections of the society.
There must be sincere efforts to provide
suitable skill development mechanisms
that would enable our youth to be
gainfully employed.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He currently trains at Officers
IAS Academy. Views expressed are
personal.

Should reservations exceed the 50% cap?

T 3REMT 50% DI HHAT A 3 g4 arfge?

Reservation and Constitutional Debate
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o The leader of the opposition in Bihar, Tejashwi Yadav, has declared that if voted to power,
their alliance would increase reservation to 85%.
R A fqug & a1 dordt area A 9V 31 § {6 Al 396! SR T § Al IADT e
3R] &Y 85% dF T S|

¢ In another development, the Supreme Court has issued notice to the Union government on a
petition demanding the introduction of a ‘system’ similar to the ‘creamy layer’ for reservations
among the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST).
T 3= g d H, g B 3 H5 NHR &1 T IIieT W Afed IR faa g s
Sfea sfadl (SC) 3R SfRId STl (ST) H SRefU & forg spift dawe SRt e
ARLHRA DI AT P TS g

What are constitutional provisions?

TP UTaeT= T 82

o Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all citizens in any action by the state (including
admissions to educational institutions) and public employment respectively.
TG 15 3R 16 HHY: Ty B fba 1 prars (eife i § vaw afea) ok wrdefie
AR & Goft AR 1 THMT B TR & B

¢ Inorder to achieve social justice, these Articles also enable the state to make special
provisions for the advancement of socially and educationally backward classes or Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), SCs and STs.

TS =UTg T B & o A 3wdg Aod &) Ao 3R Qe w0 9 e anf ar
3] fU3e T (OBCs), SCs 3R STs @ IAA F forg fARw wraem &= &t ergHfa off 33 8

e A brief summary of important developments with respect to reservations at the central level is
provided in the Table.
HE TR W AR § Faiferd Hgayuf fasml &1 ve Wiéna aRi arferet & ueH fasar g

o The reservation in the Centre at present stands as follows — OBCs (27%), SCs (15%), STs
(7.5%) and for the Economically Weaker Section (EWS), 10%, resulting in a total
reservation of 59.5%.
IduT & % T 3REMUN 3 UHR § — OBCs (27%), SCs (15%), STs (7.5%) 3R e =0
PUSR T (EWS) 10%, ORI Hol 3REUT 59.5% I ST ]|

e The reservation percentages vary from State to State according to their demographic
profile and policies.

SREUT TARTd I ARSI MpTsd 3R - & SR Iea | Is9 & A7 gar g

What have courts ruled?

3rgradl 1 ot i few g2

e The issue arises due to two ostensibly competing aspects of equality — formal and
substantive.

g el Tl & &) ¥ = § ufawaelf uggsii & HRU I g1 § — e 3R
R |

e The Supreme Court in Balaji versus State of Mysore (1962) noted that reservations under
Articles 15 and 16 for backward classes should be ‘within reasonable limits’ and should be
adjusted with the interests of the community as a whole.
Tty FIE 7 ararelt g9 TR 79T (1962) F Fel fob DS ovif & o srgede 15 3R 16 &
ded 3R Ifra Wreft & e 81 T1fRT 8fR 38 R IA & Rl & wr wHraford farar
EIEIEIHY

e The court further ruled that such special provisions for reservation should not exceed 50%.
3feTerd = 3 fufg fea fos T ORIy SRerm Urae™ 50% ¥ e g g1 a1yl

e This is seen as an endorsement of formal equality where reservations are seen as an
exception to equality of opportunity and hence cannot exceed 50%.

HHA B YfY & U H W1 91l 8, S6] AREU Pl SHqH BT THA &

3{UATE & =0 H ¢@1 91dl § 3R S T§ 50% F 31fAH 5T g1 Tl |
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Substantive equality on the other hand is based on the belief that formal equality is not
sufficient to redress the difference between groups that have enjoyed privileges in the past
and groups that have been historically underprivileged and underrepresented.

SR SR, AR TuT 39 fay R enuiid & [ shuenfye TuTar 37 9Hg! & s
3R I X XA & 1w yaried 721 & Rl srcfia & fadoifRies Rt a1 i foran 8 @ik & wgg s
UfieRie ®U 3§ dfd iR sreaufafifia o <8 B

A seven-judge Bench in State of Kerala versus N. M. Thomas (1975) have broached the
aspect of substantive equality.

I1d <rarei=n @ W 3 HId T T TH. TH. 410 (1975) T ARG THAGT & U8
R fqaR foan

The court in this case opined that reservation for backward classes is not an exception to
equality of opportunity but is an assertion and continuation of the same.

U WA B ferad - 79 21 7 e avif & U 3Revr avR Bt QUIHdT 31 3Ualg 76l §
gfewr D! g IR PR 3

However, since the 50% ceiling was not a question before the court, it did not give a binding
judgment on this aspect in the case.

BT, Ffch 50% AT U HTHe T 3faTad o ITH- Uy g1 dt, U sraTeid - 39 g IR
FIFBRY o T |

In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), a nine-judge Bench upheld the 27% reservation for
OBCs.

ST et ATHET (1992) H, F-=amardi=n & fie 3 i & o 27% SMREv B RRR
AT

It opined that caste is a determinant of class in the Indian context.

3feTad - U8 XA 4 fos Rl Ge # wfa ot &1 ek 3

Further, in order to uphold the equality of opportunity, it reaffirmed the cap of 50% for
reservation as held in the Balaji case, unless there are exceptional circumstances.

TP [Tl AR BT HFT B! 9918 I8 & T, 384 Frarei A J U MU sgaR
SHREUT & fo1T 50% AT BT g &Y, 517 a b PIg SraeRoT aRfRUfT A 7T

The court also provided for the exclusion of a creamy layer within OBCs.

3eTed = e & Hiak S AW & 3rugei— o1 W Uray fbar)

In the Janhit Abhiyan case (2022), the court by a majority of 3:2 upheld the constitutional
validity of the EWS reservation.

ST WIET (2022) B, 3ETad 7 3:2 % IgHd T EWS 3HREUT Bt HaeTds derdT oI
RPIR T
It held that economic criteria could be a basis for reservation and opined that the 50% limit
set in the Indra Sawhney case was meant for backward classes while the EWS reservation
of 10% is for a different category among unreserved communities.

3{aTerd = Bl fb 3ffe ATEE 3MR&IUT BT SMYR 8 Yeobdll § 3R I3 <l b gar Are=it /e o
ﬁ%og%ﬁﬁmﬁ%%mﬁ,mewsmm% SREUT SFRIET Tgerl § U
ST |

What are the competing arguments?

ufazusif a& =1 82

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in his Constituent Assembly speech in November 1948 justified the
need to have reservations for backward communities that have been left out in the past.

1. oY, 3R, ASHY 7 TdaR 1948 H HAUTT AHT & 30+ HTH0T H I s FHarl & fow
S{RE(UT 1 SHTIRUH T D! Sferd SeRml, g 3fdild H STgR 3@ 71 T

He also opined that reservations should be confined to a minority in order to uphold the
guaranteed right of ‘equality of opportunity.’

314 gg Wt 7a Uabe fohan for 3REfUT P had SeusaTd dob TN 37T ST I1feu dlfds
‘AR Pt AT & TREIHd SHABR P ST T Sf T |

However, there has been a growing demand for increasing the reservation percentage
beyond the judicial cap of 50% to reflect the proportion of backward classes in the population.
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BIdifp, SR&UT YA ) AT WHT 50% T 3Hfieh IgM B {7 9¢ I & a1fdp ST
e anif & srurd &1 ufafsfaa fovar s 9 |

The demand for a caste census has been strong in order to have actual data about this
proportion rather than mere estimates.

2 3UTd & IR H IRAfA® ST U HRA & oY SAIfer 0T 1 7R Aolgd el €, had
STAM R R X5 & s |

It must also be noted that as per various government replies in Parliament, 40-50% of seats
reserved for OBCs, SCs and STs in the Central government remain unfilled.

Tg 1t & oo o =nfeu o e o fafis TR&RT Same! & SiuR, HEd IRHR H Sfidie,
T 3R Tt & forw SiRférd 40-50% HiE @reh & B
Another contentious issue relates to the concentration of reservation benefits.

T R fIaTeRue HET SR& aHl &1 UHridT 9 Iefed |

The Rohini Commission, set up for providing recommendations on the sub-categorisation
among OBC castes, has estimated that 97% of reserved jobs and seats in educational
institutions have been garnered by just around 25% of the OBC castes/sub-castes at the
central level.

ST, 5 el st # Iu-anffevor R RywiRel 33 & forg ifed forar mar ar, 3
U TN o el TR WR eifores TR & 97% iRféra Aiefeai i Wi Faa ey
25% 3SR sfaay/su-snfaat gRT ura @t 1S B
Close to 1,000 of around 2,600 communities under the OBC category have had zero
representation in jobs and educational institutes.

JURt & AT 2,600 TSI T T FHF 1,000 THSTAY BT AbRAT 3R QeifOres Tt o
= wfafAfiea @ 3

A similar issue of concentration of reservation benefits persists in SC and ST categories as
well.

T 3R TS AfOr o off amReur At @) UHRIAT Bt T TN S §S ¢

There is no exclusion of ‘creamy layer’ for these communities.

3 JeTl & fou el AR BT BiS Suas el

In State of Punjab versus Davinder Singh (2024), four judges of a seven-judge Bench
impressed upon the Central government the need to frame suitable policies for the exclusion
of ‘creamy layer’ in SC and ST reservations.

R 316 UeTd g4 fder Rig (2024) 7o ¥, gra-=ararsdie s & IR =i 3 $g
WHR W T8 9 o [ Tadt 3R gd smrerur § phft duv &) a1eR v & forg Iugad
BIGRIESIEEIEIEIRY

However, the Central government in a cabinet meeting in August 2024 reaffirmed that the
‘creamy layer’ does not apply to reservations for SCs and STs.

BT, hg IBR - SR 2024 Bt bfaie 6@ o T7: I &t fs @i aov Toeft ok
THC & oY S{REUT TR AR 6! it |

Critiques who are against the extension of a ‘creamy layer’ to SCs and STs argue that the
vacancies for these communities are anyway not fully filled.

3Telerdh ot T 3R TH UR oAl duR A hx & fJets €, db 2 § b 57 agerdi &
forg fifaat 39 oft o Re @ w7t oIt §

Therefore, the question of a ‘creamy layer’ within such communities usurping the
opportunities of even more marginalised castes does not arise.

2YfeE, 39 IHer & Hiar Bl uw gRT 3R 1w g1RIT W v Sfadl & ¥R S &1
Y Bl 3T Tal gl

It is also likely that the exclusion of a ‘creamy layer’ based on any criteria will result in an
even more increased backlog of vacancies.

Tg i Tya g fop foplt +ff Acs IR enutRa spiet SR ) 918 ) A RiFaal &1 dhanT ik
1 §g S|

There is also a fear that such backlog vacancies may be converted in the long run to
unreserved seats, thereby depriving the SCs and STs of their rightful share of opportunities.

T =% Ht 8 fop T Sopan Risqar oe g9g # sFRféa Wl # 9ea Tl 8, s TaRit ok
T B 3790 IR AR} & TR 9 dfyd fovar s gar g1
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Way Forward
3R BT Il

Right to equality of opportunity is a fundamental right and an increase in reservation up to
85% may be seen as violating such right.

AR B FHTT BT TAPR T A SAABR § 3R 3REVT BT 85% AP ST 39 HUBR
H1 Ieatd T o Gl gl
Nevertheless, substantive equality through affirmative action is required to uplift the
underprivileged.
iR 2ft, dferdl B SR I3 & [ THRIAS HRATS & AT I Hiferd THGT TP ¢ |
Based on empirical data of the ensuing Census in 2027, which will also enumerate
backward castes, there must be wide ranging discussions with all stakeholders to arrive at a
suitable level of reservation.

ST} STV 2027 & TSRS 3ipsl & YR W, forad frss avf &Y o of grf,
Tt fGaURe®! & 1Y S =i Gil AIg T SRETT BT IUGdd Wk o faaT o Hab |
Equally important is to implement sub-categorisation among the OBCs as per the Rohini
Commission report based on Census data.

I & Heaqul o ST & 3fidhel & YR TR ATRoft SmaiT 3t fralé & ¥R 0BCs
¥ Wiax Su-aeife~or o] foar S|
With respect to SCs and STs, as demanded in the plea before the Supreme Court, a ‘two-
tier’ reservation system may be considered.

SCs 3R STs & Teuf #, Sy o Wil =ararerg & <R a1feyes! & AT &1 718 2, T ‘Q)-w i
SREIOT YuUITelt TR fIaR fasar S wehdr 8|
Under such a scheme, priority would be given to more marginalised sections before
extending it to those who are relatively well-off within those communities.

T ey , 3 It & HidR SaThd Jud @Rl 1 31 F Ued 31 g1fRIe W uQ At
DI UrYfHhdr g Set|
These measures would ensure that benefits of reservation reach the more marginalised
among the underprivileged in successive generations.

3 IUTg YHRIT B fob 3R&0 o w1H 31 aredt difgal # difer # 9§ iferep ST U= U &l
% Ugd |
It must also be borne in mind that considering the opportunities in the public sector and
the young population of our country, any scheme of reservation would not meet the
aspirations of large sections of the society.

Tg ft eo & a1 AfRT b gHR <X @ gaT ATardl 3R Hrdwi=e &7 # 3awR) & 37d §U,
REIUT B} Dl Ht TS GHTST & oS a7 BT ATHTemf B R 8 B ureft|
There must be sincere efforts to provide suitable skill development mechanisms that would
enable our youth to be gainfully employed.

THR a3l BT AHUE ISR TGAM & iU Iugad Hixre fIeTd 93 UeH 3 & g SAMRR
O fohT o =g T
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Antitrust case: USS. judge rules Google does not have to sell Chrome web browser

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

AU.S. judge on Tuesday re-
jected the government’s
demand that Google sell its
Chrome web browser as
part of a major antitrust
case, but imposed sweep-
ing requirements to restore
competition in online
search.

The landmark ruling
came after Judge Amit
Mehta found in August
2024 that Google illegally
maintained monopolies in
online search through ex-
clusive distribution agree-
ments worth billions of
dollars annually.

“Today’s decision recog-
nises how much the indus-
try has changed through
the advent of Al, which is
giving people so many

more ways to find informa-
tion,” said Google vice-pre-
sident of regulatory affairs
Lee-Anne Mulholland.

“This underlines what
we have been saying since
this case was filed in 2020:
Competition is intense and
people can easily choose
the services they want,”
Ms. Mulholland said.

Ms. Mulholland said the
company has “concerns”
about how court-imposed
requirements to share
search data and limit distri-
bution of services will af-
fect user privacy.

Significant ruling

Judge Mehta’s decision re-
presents one of the most
significant rulings against
corporate monopoly prac-
tices in two decades and
could fundamentally resh-

ape the tech giant’s future.

The Justice Department
called the remedies
“significant.”

“We will continue to re-
view the opinion to consid-
er the Department’s op-
tions and next steps
regarding seeking addi-
tional relief,” Assistant At-
torney-General Abigail Sla-
ter said in a release.

However, Tuesday’s de-
cision fell short of expecta-
tions from some observers
who had anticipated more
radical changes to Google.

“It sounds like the judge
felt that it was too draco-
nian to provide some of the
remedies that prosecutors
or the Department of Jus-
tice wanted,” said profes-
sor Carl Tobias of the Un-
iversity of Richmond Law
School.

Google is accused of striking deals with smartphone manufacturers
to establish it as the default search engine on phones. REUTERS

“Google is certainly not
going to be broken up, and
it's not clear that its busi-
ness model is going to
change a whole lot*

The U.S. government
had pushed for Chrome’s
divestment, contending
the browser serves as a

crucial gateway to Internet
activity and facilitates a
third of all Google web
searches.

But in his ruling, Judge
Mehta warned that a
Chrome divestiture “would
be incredibly messy and
highly risky” and said U.S.

attorneys  had  over-
reached.

The case focused on
Google’s expensive distri-
bution agreements, paying
billions for Apple, Sam-
sung, and other smart-
phone manufacturers to
establish Google as the de-
fault search engine on
iPhones and other devices.

“Crippling’ effects
In his decision last year,
Judge Mehta said Google’s
default status on the
iPhone allowed the compa-
ny to evolve into an Inter-
net powerhouse, insulated
from competitive threats.
But in a surprise move,
Mr. Mehta on Tuesday said
an outright ban of these
deals was off the table, in-
sisting that such a prohibi-
tion could have too pro-

found an effect on other
businesses.

“Google will not be
barred from making pay-
ments or offering other
consideration to distribu-
tion partners for preload-
ing or placement of Google
Search, Chrome, or its Ge-
nAl products,” the judge
wrote.

“This is a monster win
for [Apple] and for Google
it’s a home run ruling that
removes a huge overhang
on the stock,” said Dan Ives
of Wedbush Securities.

Under the judge’s order,
Google must make availa-
ble to “qualified competi-
tors” search index data
and user interaction infor-
mation that rivals can use
to improve their services.

The ruling also specifi-
cally addresses the emerg-

ing threat from generative
artificial intelligence chat-
bots such as ChatGPT, ex-
tending restrictions to pre-
vent Google from using
exclusive deals to domi-
nate the Al space as it did
with traditional search.

Google faces another le-
gal case, awaiting a federal
court decision in Virginia
regarding its web display
advertising technology bu-
siness. A separate judge
ruled earlier this year that
Google’s ad tech opera-
tions also constitute an ille-
gal monopoly that stifles
competition.

These cases are part of a
broader government and
bipartisan campaign
against Big Tech. The US
currently has five pending
antitrust cases against ma-
jor technology companies.

Antitrust case: U.S. judge rules Google does not have to
sell Chrome web browser

e aryarn: et <= 1 fAufa, e o wiu a9
TSR a9 DI ATIgHdT ol

e A U.S. judge on Tuesday rejected the government’s demand that Google sell its Chrome
web browser as part of a major antitrust case, but imposed sweeping requirements to
restore competition in online search.

TAAR B U SANDT AR 7 ISR D1 39 HIT DI JIRS B (67 [ I[ra 30+ 1w
T TR B T 98 U aHa & 5 & U 93, Afp siframs= wd  ufowwyf g
FRA & oIU TIPS el TS|

e The landmark ruling came after Judge Amit Mehta found in August 2024 that Google

illegally maintained monopolies in online search through exclusive distribution
agreements worth billions of dollars annually.

g Hgaqul Baar

9 37T o =ranefi=r 3if¥ra dgar 7 ST 2024 T U foh T[Tt A

3Ters= 99 o 3Ral STk & arffer Yeu arat faRiw fyavor wwsgial & Aregd § ReTL
U A THIIUBR 1Y 3@T|
e “Today’s decision recognises how much the industry has changed through the advent of Al,
which is giving people so many more ways to find information,” said Google vice-president
of regulatory affairs Lee-Anne Mulholland.

“3TS DI

0T o ArgaT 3o § b warE & ST & RUT IeNT | fa-n uf¥ada gen g,

SR STl bl STHPRY e & 31R + 3 i faU 8, rer 1 argw-URise -8 qasids

3 HaT

e “This underlines what we have been saying since this case was filed in 2020: Competition
is intense and people can easily choose the services they want,” Ms. Mulholland said.

‘g 39 I IR SR <l § S §H 2020 H HTHAT 1 819 & 9 ¥ Hed M1} & ufawgyf fig g
3R T ST A 98 YaTy I Fha 2 o 3 918 8, 2N qergicis 3 &l

e Ms. Mulholland said the company has “concerns” about how court-imposed requirements
to share search data and limit distribution of services will affect user privacy.

I gagiae A &gl {5 ot &1 59 a1 Bt “Riar o @ier ST aren = 3R Aarsi &

faazor 3 A F3A D1 SISTAd GRT TS TS Ud STIRTHAT MYHIAT HI BT GHIAT

coranif

¢ Significant ruling

o Judge Mehta’s decision represents one of the most significant rulings against corporate
monopoly practices in two decades and could fundamentally reshape the tech giant’s

future.
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T dgar &1 vk $RURe THIIYSR YA1sii & I g =1l d Ja% Agayqut
BHaal I 9 TH g 3R I8 @ e & Hidss ) ga ¥ A ged IPar 3|

The Justice Department called the remedies “significant.”

T fATT 3 39 SUTAl Y “HEEyur” Sar|

“We will continue to review the opinion to consider the Department’s options and next steps
regarding seeking additional relief,” Assistant Attorney-General Abigail Slater said in a
release.

‘9 U T B GHIET IRT XA dife AU & faweat oix sifafvaa Tga & wiv & Wefta
ST FHEHI IR AR TR Adh,” AERID SHeT-I-o-vel Yfeid Tex A T 59 § &gl
However, Tuesday’s decision fell short of expectations from some observers who had
anticipated more radical changes to Google.

gIeiich, HCAR BT el 3 qdderl o1 ST R TR el I i 7rer 7 SR 3iferen
e Searal &1 SHTaHT ST

“It sounds like the judge felt that it was too draconian to provide some of the remedies that
prosecutors or the Department of Justice wanted,” said professor Carl Tobias of the
University of Richmond Law School.

U1 ATl § b =amarefi=T &Y @ {5 @ SUTd USH oAl 9gd BeNR I Sl Sifiieres a1
=14 fIUTT =rgd 3, gfAafRid sifr Ravis &f vea & MbaR $re elfaarT 3 $&l
“Google is certainly not going to be broken up, and it's not clear that its business model is
going to change a whole lot.”

TTd fAf3d ¥U 4 gpsl | 1Y e, 3R I8 WF el ¢ [ Sud] gau uisd agd $id
CERERCIIR

The U.S. government had pushed for Chrome’s divestment, contending the browser

serves as a crucial gateway to Internet activity and facilitates a third of all Google web
searches.

SAND TP 7 B DI AT HIA B (O1T 9IR AT AT, T8 T od gU [ I ASWR ge-c
nfafaf & fore v eyl gR & ¥u & H1 a3 § SR [ra ot [t 39 Wil 71T
foeTs g s 31
But in his ruling, Judge Mehta warned that a Chrome divestiture “would be incredibly messy
and highly risky” and said U.S. attorneys had overreached.

Afp 3= Thaa §, =ramei=r Ag4r 3 Adia-! & {5 HIH BT 3IeT $IAT “S53 TR 3R
3ffie SHRAAYul N 3R FeT i SRR aatal A ara=it W | it &1d fopa 81

The case focused on Google’s expensive distribution agreements, paying billions for
Apple, Samsung, and other smartphone manufacturers to establish Google as the default
search engine on iPhones and other devices.

g A FTd & Al faaror qusial )R Siad or, o vwe, Su 3R 3 Wdw
fmafarsit &1 sREl STAR &1 YA TP [T BT MBI 3R 34T IUH| R f¥wiee T
91 & &0 § W1 far |

In his decision last year, Judge Mehta said Google’s default status on the iPhone allowed
the company to evolve into an Internet powerhouse, insulated from competitive threats.

3o U d I1d & thaa H, <At Agdr 3 $e1 [& %A WR Ta $t f¥wiee fRufa 3
Ut o) i e @ RAA W64 5T Seie 3t Tfty % F aga &) ogAf

But in a surprise move, Mr. Mehta on Tuesday said an outright ban of these deals was off
the table, insisting that such a prohibition could have too “crippling” effects.

TH ARG Hed H, TTaarR t it Agar 3 a1 & 37 Hiet w guf ufaey Jua T8
g agwﬁgu%ﬂwuhwaga ARSI YT ST AP |
Under the judge’s order, Google must make available to “qualified competitors” search
index data and user interaction information that rivals can use to improve their services.

AT & 3T & ded, T &I GG Hfaaiiay &) O s399 ST 3R IuunTHar
%ﬂgﬂmmaﬂﬁﬁ forTeT SuaT ufaggl Sroet Aarsii § GUR H & g
TR |

“Google will not be barred from making payments or offering other consideration to
distribution partners for preloading or placement of Google Search, Chrome, or its
GenAl products,” the judge wrote.
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ranefiRr < fora, “TETe B YT BRI AT S YT 3 | 8T AT S anfes fefResgme
I 0T 9, I A1 39S GenAl STl &1 WAFET a1 @ade R 9 1

“This is a monster win for Apple and for Google it's a home run ruling that removes a
huge overhang on the stock,” said Dan Ives of Wedbush Securities.

Wedbush Securities & S ATgad A HgT, “Tg TWd & g ISt Sild 5 3R [T & e 7

T Heayul e ¢ e Wie W a8 Way &1 geT

Google faces another legal case, awaiting a federal court decision in Virginia regarding its

web display advertising technology business.

T &1 30 49 fEe fagre Wit srawm & dey & gefifrar o Iy sieea &

HIA BT TR HXA §U UH 3R BT AT BT ATHAT AT IS 8T 5|

A separate judge ruled earlier this year that Google’s ad tech operations also constitute

an illegal monopoly that stifles competition.

U 1A B BT H T ST graneii=r 2 Hoen gm o Ipma 1 faqmes aw-iie Sara

Wt IR THIRIER § o wfoeuef &t garan 31

These cases are part of a broader government and bipartisan campaign against Big Tech.

3 A a1 3 & RIATH Ueh s WRPRY SR fgeeta sifirm &1 R g

The U.S. currently has five pending antitrust cases against major technolog% companies.
I

A § ST T UE ad-iat sui-al & Raars uig dfad
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Foreign firms halted India projects worth %2 lakh crore
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Kerala doctors save teenager battling rare dual
infection

I b Slaed] A GeTH GIgY HPHUT | S e fHamR &1
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Jaishankar meets German Foreign Minister, pushes
for EU-India FTA
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INS Trikand reaches Egypt to take part in multilateral
drill
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Health Ministry plans to ease licence rules for new
drugs, trials
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Two-rate GST to kick in on September 22

Govt. keeps slabs at 5% and 18%; introduces ‘special’
40% rate for goods such as tobacco and luxury items

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Goods and Ser-
T vices Tax (GST)
Council, during its

56th meeting, decided to
revamp the tax structure
into a primarily two-rate
system, as proposed by the
Central government, Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala  Sitharaman an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Apart from the two rates
of 5% and 18%, the new
GST system would also in-
clude a 40% “special rate”
on sin goods such as tobac-
co and luxury items such
as large cars, yachts, and
helicopters.

The decisions will come
into effect from September
22 for most items, she said.
Only tobacco and tobacco-
related products will move
to the new structure at a
date to be specified by the
Finance Minister.

The government also
calculated that the net fis-
cal implication of the rate
cuts, based on consump-

tion patterns in 2023-24,
would be 48,000 crore.
However, the officials clari-
fied that the real implica-
tion would be known on
the basis of current con-
sumption, and that the
rate rationalisation was ex-
pected to result in a bu-
oyancy effect, and im-
proved compliance.
“These reforms have
been carried out with a fo-
cus on the common man,”
Ms. Sitharaman said. “Ev-
ery tax levied on the com-
mon man has gone
through a rigorous looking
into, and in most cases, the
rates have come down. La-
bour-intensive industries
have been given good sup-
port. Farmers and agricul-
ture will benefit from the
decisions. Health-related
sectors will also benefit.”
She further said that
common-use and middle-
class items will see a reduc-
tion, with products such as
hair oil, soap, shampoo,
toothbrush, toothpaste, bi-
cycle, table and kitchen
ware, and other household

Individual life insurance policies, individual health
policies will move to 0% slab from the earlier 18%

List is out: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaking to the medla after the GST Councnl
meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTi

articles being moved to 5%
from either 18% or 12%.

No tax on Indian breads
The other items moving
down to the 5% rate in-
clude namkeens, sauces,
pasta, instant noodles,
chocolates, coffee, and
butter. Twelve specified

bio-pesticides, bio-men-
thol, and labour-intensive
items such as handicrafts,
marble, travertine blocks,
granite blocks, and inter-
mediate leather goods
would move from 12% to
5%. Notably, cement will
move from 28% to 18%.
The Finance Minister

further said that items
such as ultra-high tempera-
ture milk, paneer, and all
Indian bread, including ro-
tis, chapatis, and parathas
would see their tax rate fall
to 0% from the earlier 5%.
On insurance services,
individual life insurance
policies and individual

Two-rate GST to kick in on September 22

22 f¥rdax | gi-g¥ a1dT GST AR gRM

Govt. keeps slabs at 5% and 18%; introduces ‘special’

as tobacco and luxury items

WHR 7 TAT DI 5% 3N 18% TR IWT; AaTH 3N AT} axgaii ot Dl & forg
IR 40% T AR B

Individual life insurance policies, individual health policies will move to 0%

slab from the earlier 18%

TR Sitg ST UiferfRdi, saferiiTd ¥y il Ugd & 18% | 9¢HR 0%
g A Sraht

Move likely to reduce prices of daily-use goods, food items, life-saving
medicines and cement

UE heH NP IUTRT B awgai, T Al siiaw ver@ qarsif iR We &

Pl B PH HIA P YHUIGAT &

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, during its 56th meeting, decided to revamp the
tax structure into a primarily two-rate system, as proposed by the Central government, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced on Wednesday.

9% U4 AT R (GST) URYE 7 30t 564 5@ T TR WA &1 & ¥ Y 1-a Joredt §
TS B 1 (ol feram, S i g TRSR gRT URATiad fosan 1 o1, 98 e e fad

T forfe JaRyor A §UaR 31 3

health policies will move to
0% from 18%.

A total of 33 life-saving
drugs and medicines will
move from 12% to 0%,
while spectacles to correct
vision would move from
28% to 5%. The tax on elec-
tric vehicles has been re-
tained at 5%.

“The long-pending in-
verted duty structure is be-
ing rectified for the man-
made textile sector by
reducing the GST rate on
manmade fibre from 18%
to 5% and manmade yarn
from 12% to 5%,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said. “That will take
care of every anomaly due
to duty inversion in this
sector.”

Inversion rectified
The inverted duty struc-
ture regarding fertilizers
will also be rectified, with
the duty on sulphuric acid,
nitric acid and ammonia
being reduced from 18% to
5%.

The special rate of 40%
will apply only on particu-
lar sin and super-luxury

Move likely to reduce prices of daily-use goods,
food items, life-saving medicines and cement

goods such as pan masala,
cigarettes, gutka, chewable
tobacco, zarda, unmanu-
factured tobacco and bidi,
as well as goods including
aerated water, caffeinated
beverages, mid-size or
large cars, motorcycles of
engines exceeding 350 cc,
helicopters and airplanes
for personal use, and
yachts or other vessels for
private use.

Ms. Sitharaman further
explained that the GST rate
on pan masala, gutka, ciga-
rettes, chewable and un-
manufactured  tobacco,
and bidi would remain at
28%, in addition to a com-
pensation cess, as current-
ly in place.

Once the Centre dis-
charges the loans it had
borrowed to compensate
States, these tobacco and
tobacco-related items will
move to the 40% slab. Ms.
Sitharaman said the loan
would likely be repaid
within this calendar year.

KEY REDUCTIONS
» PAGE 4

40% rate for goods such
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Apart from the two rates of 5% and 18%, the new GST system would also include a 40%
“special rate” on sin goods such as tobacco and luxury items such as large cars, yachts,
and helicopters.

5% 3R 18% P &l &1 & AT, 75 GST WUl & da1g oI 'UTY a¥g3il’ 3R 981 HRI, arey
3R FelipTER SRt TRt awgafl TR 40% "faRiw g off =nfiya gifh
The decisions will come into effect from September 22 for most items, she said.

I gl [ sifiemis axgasit & fe 3 fofg 22 Ryder I gurdt g

Only tobacco and tobacco-related products will move to the new structure at a date to be
specified by the Finance Minister.

HId daIE 3R daIE J Y IATE Th IR WR T3 G & sy, f5r far w=f gy fAfdy
fopam e

The government also calculated that the net fiscal implication of the rate cuts, based on
consumption patterns in 2023-24, would be ¥48,000 crore.

WBR = Tg H AT Bt fh 2023-24 T IUHNT T & YR W R FHeld! B G ASTHH
TG 248,000 HRIS BT

However, the officials clarified that the real implication would be known on the basis of current
consumption, and that the rate rationalisation was expected to result in a buoyancy effect,
and improved compliance.

gTaites, TRl % Ty fora fas arafdes TuTd I IUURT & YR TR I T 3R &
THITST I buoyancy THTT 3R IgR SIATEH Pt 3G B

“These reforms have been carried out with a focus on the common man,” Ms. Sitharaman
said.

Y YR 3MTH TH W & Hiad P by T4 8, et Haraur = wei

“Every tax levied on the common man has gone through a rigorous looking into, and in most
cases, the rates have come down.

"3 3MTEH! TR AT 71T &R R BT B3Rl & FHle B 73 8, 3R 3ifiresizr Aoyl & o A g3
gl

Labour-intensive industries have been given good support. Farmers and agriculture will
benefit from the decisions. Health-related sectors will also benefit.”

-G I 1 331 THY fean man B 1 fram ok Y 3 fAofal & anvifaa g1 warea
Taieht & ot amfaa gie

She further said that common-use and middle-class items will see a reduction, with products
such as hair oil, soap, shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, bicycle, table and kitchen ware, and
other household articles being moved to 5% from either 18% or 12%.

IR 3T Fel {6 T IUANT 3R Teaw avf ot aegaff H ot St Simeeht, S /R 8ifara,
T, Y, U, TUUE, AIgford, ad 3R fFradaTR, 3R 3= e axg3f Bl 18% TT 12% T
TR 5% TR AT S|

No tax on Indian breads

YR 38 WR HIY B a1

The other items moving down to the 5% rate include namkeens, sauces, pasta, instant
noodles, chocolates, coffee, and butter.

3T T ST 5% & TR 31 S I8 THSBH, 1Y, IR, §Xc T8, Abaed, HIh! 3R T3
M 5
Twelve specified bio-pesticides, bio-menthol, and labour-intensive items such as handicrafts,

marble, travertine blocks, granite blocks, and intermediate leather goods would move from
12% to 5%.

IRE Py TS, sr-Hufd, 3R 4H-UUH T5U S Selpiue, Hisd, daais siad,
Y13 S, 3R Had TS P aT 12% A 5% TR 371 St

Notably, cement will move from 28% to 18%.

oIy &U 9, Fide 28% & 18% TR 311 Q|

The Finance Minister further said that items such as ultra-high temperature milk, paneer, and
all Indian bread, including rotis, chapatis, and parathas would see their tax rate fall to 0% from
the earlier 5%.
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fora T30t 7 3 FeT [ Siegr-gTE TrRER gy, TR, iR It URdta s, o A, Tt 3R
RIS M &, BT PR <X USA & 5% J TTHR 0% B STE |

On insurance services, individual life insurance policies and individual health policies will
move to 0% from 18%.

T Farsit W, Afadra Sita= St uifRiat 3R AfadiTa Wy iRl 18% d 9THs 0% &1
Sl

A total of 33 life-saving drugs and medicines will move from 12% to 0%, while spectacles
to correct vision would move from 28% to 5%.

Fd 33 SftaeT Y& qary 3R SRt 12% J 0% W o SEt, Tafes 2P YuRA aret a=a
28% A 5% TR 3{T ST |
The tax on electric vehicles has been retained at 5%.

safae® a1l |R TR 5% W g1 1Y @1 T[T 5|

“The long-pending inverted duty structure is being rectified for the man-made textile sector by
reducing the GST rate on man-made fibre from 18% to 5% and man-made yarn from 12% to
5%,” Ms. Sitharaman said.

Y TG ¥ dfd IAcT St WRaHT HI AFa-FiHd 9% & & e uRT 71 387 7, o #a-
fAfifd BrEeR R GST R BT 18% A 5% 3R AMHG-FHT I W 12% A 5% fPar S8 8,
e TaRHT A HET

“That will take care of every anomaly due to duty inversion in this sector.”

T 39 & T Sl SACHR & HRUT it fainiicrt &1 q@rem= gl

Inversion rectified

IdAch e forar T

The inverted duty structure regarding fertilizers will also be rectified, with the duty on
sulphuric acid, nitric acid and ammonia being reduced from 18% to 5%.

IAT! T Tl Iaet St e bt ot S e ste, o wewRe tirs, Tefes s
3R ST TR S 18% A 5% HR 4l ST |

The special rate of 40% will apply only on particular sin and super-luxury goods such as pan
masala, cigarettes, gutka, chewable tobacco, zarda, unmanufactured tobacco and bidi, as
well as goods including aerated water, caffeinated beverages, mid-size or large cars,
motorcycles of engines exceeding 350 cc, helicopters and airplanes for personal use, and
yachts or other vessels for private use.

40% a9 qR FHaa fI= UMY SiR YoR-AG! a¥gai R AR gRT S U Aran, RRe, ear,
TS I daI%, e, &rqwrﬁmaa@sh?aﬂtcﬁ 1Y & TGU o0 WS dier, FHI9 gad U7,
TegH A1 g8 BR, 350 cc I HUH S arell AleaTidd, ﬁﬁ@ﬂn%mmaﬁ?wﬁ
EEESE ﬁmm%mmmmmﬁm@

Ms. Sitharaman further explained that the GST rate on pan masala, gutka, cigarettes,
chewable and unmanufactured tobacco, and bidi would remain at 28%, in addition to a
compensation cess, as currently in place.

el e 3 3 T f U T, e, RRe, I are $iR i dard, iR
1! TR GST & adHM & AN] 28% TR S+t Yo, AU & TH FIHTTSAT SUH i T

Once the Centre discharges the loans it had borrowed to compensate States, these tobacco
and tobacco-related items will move to the 40% slab.

TF TR TG &% 3 BN BT YA HR I Sl 39 Io! B effayfed o forg forg &, ot @ darg
3R daTE T Tafrd axqU 40% TAF & Tt et
Ms. Sitharaman said the loan would likely be repaid within this calendar year.

e Tarar 3 Fel o g BT Yyad: 39 das a9 & Hiar FobT fear S|
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Foreign firms halted India projects worth X2 lal

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

Tariff-related uncertainty
pushed foreign companies
to pull the plug on nearly
¥2 lakh crore worth of pro-
jects in India in the first
quarter of this financial
year, more than 1,200%
higher than the corres-
ponding quarter last year.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of data from the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Eco-
nomy (CMIE) shows that
foreign private companies
dropped projects worth
%1.97 lakh crore in QI of
202526, the highest
amount since at least 2010,
the earliest date for which
there is data, and 570%
higher than the long-term
quarterly average.

The CMIE data further

Foreign firms halted India projects worth ¥2 lakh crore
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breaks up the dropped
projects into those that
have been abandoned en-
tirely, shelved temporarily,
stalled, or for which infor-
mation is not available on
why it was dropped. Given
the recency of the data, the
bulk of the dropped pro-
jects fall under the “lack of
information” category.

Tariff woes
According to economists,
however, the reason is
clear: tariff-related
uncertainty.

The period between this
April and June saw a lot of
missed deadlines in terms
of a ‘mini trade deal’ being
announced between India
and the United States,
which was supposed to ad-
dress the issue of recipro-
cal tariffs imposed by the

15

Uncertain times

Foreign companies are dropping
their projects in India, and are
going slow on new announcements
amid the uncertainity over the U.S.
tariffs. The chart shows the value of
dropped projects in every quarter in

Figures in
2 lakh crore

the last 15 years

-l
Sept. 2010
I .

Sept. 2013

March 2019

March 2022

197~ ™

In June 2025
quarter,

the value

of dropped
projects
reached a
new high

o

June 2025

Unites States on Indian
imports.

“This is very largely the
impact of tariff uncertain-
ties,” D.K. Srivastava, Chief
Policy Advisor at EY India,
told The Hindu.

“Whether this will carry
on will depend on whether
these companies are from
the United States or el-

sewhere. Mostly, if the in-
vestment was from U.S.
companies, they would
have dropped it. Apart
from the tariffs, the U.S.
President is also keen for
these companies to move
their investments back to
the U.S.”

Mr. Srivastava, however,
was confident that a large

Source: CMIE

part of these investments
would return once there
was greater clarity on the
tariffs.

New projects

The analysis further
showed that this invest-
ment uncertainty was also
reflected in new project
announcements.

<h crore

The ratio of dropped
projects to new project an-
nouncements — a rough
metric of investment mood
—surged to a value of 8.8 in
Q1 of this year. The higher
the figure, the more pessi-
mistic the investors. This
ratio was the highest since
2010.

The value of new pro-
jects announced by foreign
companies in India in Q1
stood at ¥22,490 crore.
While this was nearly 50%
higher than in Q1 of last
year, this is likely because
the April-June 2024 quar-
ter saw an overall invest-
ment slowdown due to last
year’s general election.
The value of new project
announcements by foreign
companies in Q1 was 56%
lower than the long-term
quarterly average.

fae=ht Sufal 9 22 a9 FRs gou o YRR uRareTSei
CaRICATL)

Tariff-related uncertainty pushed foreign companies to pull the plug on nearly ¥2 lakh crore
worth of projects in India in the first quarter of this financial year, more than 1,200% higher
than the corresponding quarter last year.

fae=ht utal o 39 faxiiy v ot uged faamet & Ty €2 @ra

g

3 gl

PAS oI DI URATSIS Bl b & ol AR o, ot fUsdl 9y &) wa fodme! 9 1,200%

An analysis by The Hindu of data from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)
shows that foreign private companies dropped projects worth ¥1.97 lakh crore in Q1 of 2025-

26, the highest amount since at least 2010, the earliest date for which there is data, and

570% hlgher than the Iong -term quarterly average.
SPHIHTHI (CMIE) & 3fihs! & fazawur § ydt I g

T g s AR BR

fqa=it ol Uit = 2025-26 &1 Uge! fadTdl (Q1) & T1.97 TR BRIS Jod B URASHT
BIST, S HH  HH 2010 F dIc Yo 31 g, ﬁ?aﬁﬁaﬂmﬁuﬁﬁwﬁsm% fYF B

The CMIE data further breaks up the dropped projects into those that have been abandoned
entirely, shelved temporarily, stalled, or for which information is not available on why it was

dropped.

CMIE 3¢1 31 BIs! T8 uRasHr3f ol 3R fauiford &var g i s-at
Y TY A AP! T3, 3T UK, T P BIS S BT HRUT I Tal

Given the recency of the data, the bulk of the dropped projects fall under the “lack of
information” category.

1 B A B <d T, B! TS SIS TRASH “SiFeR) $t Bl Aot F ot B

Tariff woes

v Tesh THwmg

According to economists, however, the reason is clear: tariff-related uncertainty.

iRl & SR, BT, HRU WY §: Rw-Jaeh srffdaar!

?m@rzﬁga"m‘s‘

Page3 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The period between this April and June saw a lot of missed deadlines in terms of a ‘mini
trade deal’ being announced between India and the United States, which was supposed to
address the issue of reciprocal tariffs imposed by the United States on Indian imports.

39 9 3rfie A [ & o HRA 3R Y 157 SARDT S i Rt g5 Srer 1 aivwon 1
THR B THIUAN IS TS, S WG T SHRST §RT URATT T TR T ¢ UREURS
R% & ge, 3! ﬂ'ahﬁa B EITFﬁ ot

“This is very largely the impact of tariff uncertainties,” D.K. Srivastava, Chief Policy Advisor at
EY India, told The Hindu.

g g9 UM R R iffgdarsit &1 uqa §," St.%. farag, gars sfear & e Hifa
PR 1 & fgg bl Famr|

“Whether this will carry on will depend on whether these companies are from the United
States or elsewhere.

"1 U8 KT X9 I8 39 W 1R 0 6 3 Frufat e v et I 8 a1 wgt ik 9
Mostly, if the investment was from U.S. companies, they would have dropped it.

frpaR, I Faw sfka Sufrl &1 U1, @ I =4 Bie far gl

Apart from the tariffs, the U.S. President is also keen for these companies to move their
investments back to the U.S.”

%’qusg?m SrAfYe Trgufd i 57 Uil @ S o 9o SRt | o S & fog
S &l

Mr. Srivastava, however, was confident that a large part of these investments would return
once there was greater clarity on the tariffs.

gTaifes, o diarda &1 fayr o1 i Te IR R% W $1fid WEdT oM & 918 34 Az &1 th
ST e aTg™y 37 SE|

New projects

The analysis further showed that this investment uncertainty was also reflected in new
project announcements.

faawr ¥ gg off udr e fo g o sifAfdaar A8 ufaiesn eiwomsi & «f uRafed gs |
The ratio of dropped projects to new project announcements — a rough metric of investment
mood — surged to a value of 8.8 in Q1 of this year.

9 a9 o1 ygel famrgt (Q1) § SISt 718 uRkaierrsit 3R 93 ulRaisHn arvonsit &1 srurd —
a1 TTgiet &1 Ue Hiel HTY — 8.8 A% §¢ T

The higher the figure, the more pessimistic the investors.

i st e 3ifde grm, faze I & fFrmemard gl

This ratio was the highest since 2010.
g 3UTd 2010 & TG A T Hferw AT

The value of new projects announced by foreign companies in India in Q1 stood at ¥22,490
crore.

URd ¥ fae=h dufal grT ugd! faurdt (1) & it 78 ufkaismsil &1 god 222,490 TS
R

While this was nearly 50% higher than in Q1 of last year, this is likely because the April-June
2024 quarter saw an overall investment slowdown due to last years general election.

gTaife g8 fUzd af o) ugeh fommet & T 50% 31 T, T8 THaa: 39firt § Fife siid-
S 2024 R A s a¥ & WA TG S SR G IR w7 o

The value of new project announcements by foreign companies in Q1 was 56% lower than
the long-term quarterly average.

ugeh famre) # faesh Sufat gr 73 uRaier awonsit &1 geg e e siad ¥ 56%
HH UT|
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Kerala doctors save teenager

battling rare dual infection
m«W This is the first case

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Doctors at Government
Medical College Hospital
(MCH), Thiruvananthapu-
ram in Kerala, have suc-
cessfully treated and saved
a 17-year-old boy who was
suffering from a rare co-in-
fection of amoebic menin-
goencephalitis and Asper-
gillus  flavus  fungal
infection, both of which
are individually life-threa-
tening infections.

Early identification and
aggressive management
with neurosurgery support
were what saved the boy,
who had been under inten-
sive treatment for over
three months. The boy,
who had been admitted to
the hospital in a comatose
state, was normal at the
time of discharge and
seemed to be doing well
when reviewed three
weeks after discharge.

Kerala doctors save teenager battling rare dual infection

of a person surviving
this co-infection, says
State Health Minister
Veena George

This is the first docu-
mented case of a person
surviving this deadly co-in-
fection, Health Minister
Veena George said here on
Wednesday.

She congratulated the
medical teams — Medicine,
Infectious Diseases and
Neurosurgery depart-
ments at the MCH here and
the Microbiology depart-
ment at Alappuzha MCH,
which  first  detected
amoebic  meningoence-
phalitis — for the remarka-
ble feat.

The boy, a native of Soo-
ranad in Kollam, had fallen
ill a week after swimming
in a pond in the neighbour-
hood. Doctors at the Alap-

puzha MCH had deter-
mined amoebic
encephalitis to be the
cause and had initiated the
State protocol-based treat-
ment early. He was shifted
to MCH in the capital when
his condition took a turn
for the worse.

In the last two years,
Kerala has reported 86 cas-
es of amoebic meningoen-
cephalitis, of which 21
were fatal. Naegleria fowle-
ri has a 97% mortality and
Acanthamoeba, over 60%.
However, Kerala has man-
aged to bring down the
mortality rate to 23%-24%,
she said.

“Amoebic encephalitis
cases are not going up in
the State. Studies have re-
ported that 11% of acute
cases of unknown etiology
are due to amoeba. We
have more cases because
we are chasing every possi-
ble case and finding it,” Ms.
George said.

YA b Slaed] A GAH GIgY HPHUT I S e fHamR &1

CEIR

e Doctors at Government Medical College Hospital (MCH), Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala,
have successfully treated and saved a 17-year-old boy who was suffering from a rare co-
infection of amoebic meningoencephalitis and Aspergillus flavus fungal infection, both
of which are individually Iife;threatening infections.

A & Ma-ve AfEHa pras gikbed (THTT), faFaaRa & siae) A 17 aifa as&
BT IHAdYD A HR 39 T, o 3rfifae AfRFNTAwarsied sik TeRite wad
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IS THHUT o GoH Tgad b AT ¥ Hifed o, foFH & U HehHuT 30+ 319 H sita & fore
RT3
Early identification and aggressive management with neurosurgery support were what
saved the boy, who had been under intensive treatment for over three months.

TeTadl & 1Y 2 U 3R THHS Yo 3 I dSP P o 9918, St diF
T U 31 T a% e+ SUAR H o
The boy, who had been admitted to the hospital in a comatose state, was normal at the time
of discharge and seemed to be doing well when reviewed three weeks after discharge.
98 TSHT, For AT &t Sraw1 § Sreuara § wlf forar a o1, g2t & I0g Wi o7 iR e &
A Tare a1g B Ieiten o oy o faa

This is the first documented case of a person surviving this deadly co-infection, Health
Minister Veena George said here on Wednesday.

g 39 UTdd Ugad GopHul I fordlt afad & 99 &1 Ugdn gof HIHa 5, U wared Wt di=n
STt - §YAR P TG HaT|
She congratulated the medical teams — Medicine, Infectious Diseases and Neurosurgery

departments at the MCH here and the Microbiology department at Alappuzha MCH,
which first detected amoebic meningoencephalitis — for the remarkable feat.

3 39 I Iudrey & o vHiiug & AfSRMA, Thrae® A9 3R <gRIasie! faum qur
AT YA & ATgpIaraarei [AURT, forg o ugd srHifas AR-IT-m ARy &1
Tl TN T, &1 Fafdrean <l &l qerg

The boy, a native of Sooranad in Kollam, had fallen ill a week after swimming in a pond in
the neighbourhood.

Ig ASHI, ol PleeH Fo1d & GRS HT FHari 8, TS & arard § a1 & TFh I8 918
SR TS T

Doctors at the Alappuzha MCH had determined amoebic encephalitis to be the cause and
had initiated the State protocol-based treatment early.

AT THHTT F STaex) 7 i TRharfed & HRU AFT 3R et 8t T Melpia
STYUTRT ITAR L= < e
He was shifted to MCH in the capital when his condition took a turn for the worse.

E 39! FRUfA famre 718, o I Ierur= R waiie § wHiaia fosar ma)

In the last two years, Kerala has reported 86 cases of amoebic meningoencephalitis, of
which 21 were fatal.

fred g aut 4, Ia 7 sEfife® AFRITw sy & 86 ATAN gol (U, i d & 21 9Ta® 3|
Naegleria fowleri has a 97% mortality and Acanthamoeba, over 60%.

BTER) & T X 97% 2 AR SBUTHITET 71 60% & T 2|
However, Kerala has managed to bring down the mortality rate to 23%-24%, she said.
BT, PR ¥ Yo &R Bl 23%-24% TP HH HI & TG U F1 2, 321 el
“Amoebic encephalitis cases are not going up in the State.
g T 3Efifaes TRy & el ¥ 38
Studies have reported that 11% of acute cases of unknown etiology are due to amoeba.
Tl | ST T b SIRITd HIROT ATt <t AT H 11% ST & SR G 5

We have more cases because we are chasing every possible case and finding it,” Ms.
George said.

THR TR 31 HTAal § i &H &R THITad HIHel T Ul ol 3R & 3R 9 @Il 38 8" gt
STt A FET
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Jaishankar meets German Foreign
Minister, pushes for EU-India FTA

Trade agreement will help stabilise global economy as a ‘ballast which today the world economy really needs, says External

Affairs Minister; the visiting German Minister calls Russian and Chinese aggression the biggest international challenges

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and Germany
l committed on Wed-

nesday to doubling
trade and expediting ef-
forts to complete the India-
European Union Free
Trade Agreement under
negotiation, amid uncer-
tainty over whether Eu-
rope would follow the U.S.
in imposing secondary
sanctions on countries for
buying Russian oil.

After talks with German
Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
the two sides discussed the
“twin challenges” of eco-
nomic volatility and politi-
cal uncertainty, a refe-
rence to the US.
imposition of 50% tariffs
and sanctions.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the meeting,
Mr. Wadephul called Rus-
sia and China the two big-
gest challenges to the inter-
national world order.

“We would like the [In-
dia-EU FTA talks] to move

Common cause: S. Jaishankar during a meeting with his German

counterpart, Johann Wadephul, in New Delhi. pTi

to a decisive conclusion in
the coming days,” Mr.
Jaishankar said, referring
to the next round of talks
between trade negotiators.
He added that an FTA
would help stabilise the
global economy as a “bal-
last which today the world
economy really needs”.
Indian and EU negotia-
tors have fast-tracked their
talks and expect to meet
more regularly, possibly
every month in order to
reach the year-end dea-
dline set by EU President
Ursula Von der Leyen and
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi when they met in Fe-
bruary this year. However,
as with the India-U.S. trade
negotiations, the two sides
have differences over is-
sues such as agricultural
market access for food and
dairy products.

Another major issue
may arise between the two
sides if the EU leadership
follows U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in imposing
secondary sanctions on In-
dian companies due to the
purchase of Russian oil. On
Friday, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz announced
that Germany and France

would push for the U.S.
and the EU to enforce sanc-
tions on “other nations
whose purchases of oil and
gas finance a large part of
Russia’s war economy”.

In Delhi, Mr. Wadephul
did not respond directly to
a question about whether
Germany would endorse
the penalty tariffs against
India, but said their inten-
tion was to ensure Russia
would come to the nego-
tiating table with Ukraine.

“We have not used ta-
riffs but sanctions that we
have imposed on Russia so
as to ensure that Russia
which has to fund its war
will be less able to do so”,
he said, adding that while
the EU countries did not
want to stop countries
from accessing the oil they
need, Russia should not be
able to use “detours” to sell
its oil to Europe. In the last
round of sanctions, the EU
had banned trade with
Nayara Energy, a consorti-
um of Russian oil major
Rosneft and other compa-
nies in India.

The German Foreign Mi-

nister, who arrived in India
a day after Mr. Modi’s
meeting with Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing made international
headlines, also lashed out
at Russian and Chinese
“aggression”, and said he
welcomed Mr. Modi’s call
for a ceasefire in Ukraine
during his meetings.

“China’s increasingly ag-
gressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific is cause for
concern for both our coun-
tries,” he said, adding, “Se-
curity in the Indo Pacific is
closely linked to security in
Europe. Russia’s war of ag-
gression, for us in Germa-
ny and Europe, remains
the biggest challenge to
our security policy.”

Mr. Jaishankar sides-
tepped the comments by
Mr. Wadephul, saying India
believed a “multi-polar
world with strategic auto-
nomy can best respond [to
economic and political
challenges] through more
intensive  consultations
and cooperation among
key member states”.

Jaishankar meets German Foreign Minister, pushes for
EU-India FTA

SARi®R + WA fae=r w3t @ garera @t $9-HURd ThT &
fere < fea

The trade agreement will help stabilize the global economy as a ‘ballast which
today the world economy really needs’, says the External Affairs Minister; the
visiting German Minister calls Russian and Chinese aggression the biggest
international challenges.
Y srfogawyt H1 I TERT & FU T R = | dgg S
P ASHTRIT BT IRAd | ATIgHdT &7, T faewr w4t 3 Far;
SR R 3TY S HAAt A =AY ofR A smprawdr 3 wad a1 siaRTgia gt

HATUR
IEGEIRCIE

qdrari

¢ India and Germany committed on Wednesday to doubling trade and expediting efforts to
complete the India-European Union Free Trade Agreement under negotiation, amid
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uncertainty over whether Europe would follow the U.S. in imposing secondary sanctions on
countries for buying Russian oil.

FUTR $ YR 3R THA 7 ATIR BT QAT FA 3R YRA-GRIGIT I Yo ATIR FH
DI I I & YA B dol B BT Hdhed [T, 39 ST o o [ 31 R 3T o1
SR Hd gU U dd TRIeA a1 o= R fgdias ufasy amem|

After talks with German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said the two sides discussed the “twin challenges” of economic volatility and
political uncertainty, a reference to the U.S. imposition of 50% tariffs and sanctions.
i faczr w3t Sie™ dspa & Iy a1l & a1e, fadwr Wit we. SRy A %91 f gl ualt A
e SRR 3R Ierifae sifAfEaar 3t «aedt gfaal” w =af &), < s@f®T grRY
50% YW 3R wferae aIm= o7 Has! o

Speaking at a press conference after the meeting, Mr. Wadephul called Russia and China
the two biggest challenges to the international world order.

I3F & §1G U b9 & aid gu, FeR Ispa A w4 ok 9 &1 oick i fay srawn & &
T 98 Wax Iar|

“We would like the [India-EU FTA talks] to move to a decisive conclusion in the coming
days,” Mr. Jaishankar said, referring to the next round of talks between trade negotiators.
“gH T84 § P [HRd- éqw—cﬁqamﬁ 3 ara feAt # fvifae frepd iR uga,” fires sramior

3 g, AR ATaiPRI & S 3T R BT gt o1 forh Hd gul

He added that an FTA would help stabilise the global economy as a “ballast which today
the world economy really needs”.

IEH Bel 6 T ThT Affe srfeaawr 3 fRR &3 # 7eg BT, “IH ek & ©UH
Tt ame gfrar @Y srdegawt &) araa ¥ smaxgdar 27|

Indian and EU negotiators have fast-tracked their talks and expect to meet more regularly,
possibly every month in order to reach the year-end deadline set by EU President Ursula
Von der Leyen and Prime Minister Narendra Modi when they met in February this year.

YR SR $g arciepRT = 3ot arafeil Y a1 R fean @ o sifvres fraftra wu @ frem =
3afie 3, THaa: g WEA, A1 39 a9 Wil | §3 39 3reed IYaT aiq SX A 3R
FUTHA R W B 966 & GRE ad $1 715 guid THT ST % UgdT o o |

However, as with the India-U.S. trade negotiations, the two sides have differences over

issues such as agricultural market access for food and dairy products.

BTeTifh, WIRG-SAINST HTUR qTdi I e ol, A1 Uail & o @rel 3R STt Saral & forg

PV TR U O gl W 3R B

Another major issue may arise between the two sides if the EU leadership follows U.S.

President Donald Trump in imposing secondary sanctions on Indian companies due to

the purchase of Russian oil.

afe $g A9, MR APufd SIHTeS TU FT STIRU HRd U T A BT WG S RO
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On Friday, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz announced that Germany and France

would push for the U.S. and the EU to enforce sanctions on “other nations whose

purchases of oil and gas finance a large part of Russia’s war economy”.

AR &I, TTHA TiFeR These wel 3 g o1 % si+t 3iv Wi g8 vorg w9 %
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In Delhi, Mr. Wadephul did not respond directly to a question about whether Germany would
endorse the penalty tariffs against India, but said their intention was to ensure Russia
would come to the negotiating table with Ukraine.

faeeht O, ey dspa A 59 Uy &1 diut I e i for o sf+it uRa & faare dsras
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“We have not used tariffs but sanctions that we have imposed on Russia so as to ensure that
Russia which has to fund its war will be less able to do so”, he said, adding that while the
EU countries did not want to stop countries from accessing the oil they need, Russia
should not be able to use “detours” to sell its oil to Europe.
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In the last round of sanctions, the EU had banned trade with Nayara Energy, a consortium
of Russian oil major Rosneft and other companies in India.

yfads & e SR &, $g7 ATaRT el & 91y UR W ufdey @ faar r, 5 w4t da
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The German Foreign Minister, who arrived in India a day after Mr. Modi’s meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping made international
headlines, also lashed out at Russian and Chinese “aggression”, and said he welcomed
Mr. Modi’s call for a ceasefire in Ukraine during his meetings.

o fadmr w4, S fier MY &5t =it wgufa srfeeR gfom of <t wrpafar <f o
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“China’s increasingly aggressive behaviour in the Indo-Pacific is cause for concern for
both our countries,” he said, adding, “Security in the Indo-Pacific is closely linked to
security in Europe. Russia’s war of aggression, for us in Germany and Europe, remains
the biggest challenge to our security policy.”

“?;s‘r-%ﬁlmﬁ%ﬁqmm STHTP ATER IR aH! o= & g fofd1 &1 R g,” 3=
FET 3R SeT, “Sr-Uffhe o Y&, GQRIT B JR&T A TERTS A JS 8 | & BT MhrIP
g5, TR forg ot ofk gRIu ¥, 5o gRan ifa & fore wedt st gt g 1

Mr. Jaishankar sidestepped the comments by Mr. Wadephul, saying India believed a
“multi-polar world with strategic autonomy can best respond [to economic and
political challenges] through more intensive consultations and cooperation among key
member states”.

e wRieR A fiRer dspa &t ewfor &1 erdd gu &gl fh YRd &1 a1 8 f%
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INS Trikand reaches
Egypt to take part in
multilateral drill
3TEETH g
IgUeNT 3Ry H |
o & fore firy ugan

e Indian naval stealth frigate INS
Trikand arrived at Alexandria in Egypt
on Monday as part of her operational
deployment to the Mediterranean Sea.

HRAH 1941 &1 W fihile emge—ey
- . —_— C o JIWaR 3 Y@ AR J s
Training exercise: Indian naval stealth frigate INS Trikand will take IR R GRS GRS R AL k= k-1
part in the drill from September 1 to 10. X/@ANI SATSTSaT UgT|

INS Trikand reaches
Egypt to take part
in multilateral drill

T!e H!!!u Bureau

e The warship will take part in
Exercise Bright Star 2025, a major
multilateral drill hosted by Egypt from
September 1 to 10.

T8 gguid 1 Rder 9 10 Rydex d&
firer gRT 3R T §S wgueiy

SR TRIRATSS ST3C W 2025 §
YR I

e Exercise Bright Star,
conducted under the aegis of U.S.
Central Command, brings together air,

threat scenarios. Apan !and, and m_a_ritime forces to enr_lance
NEW DELHI from [ndia’ Egypt, and the mtero_;taerablc:lt):j, dstrenghth:r}dr(:tgljlon:al
United States, participating ~ 56Uy, and address hybrid threa
. o o . o scenarios.
Indian qaval stealtl.l frigate nations include Saudi Ara- TRRATES F1EE VR, T.TH. oo
INS Trikand arrived at bia, Qatar, Greece, Cyprus,  guyig % gveqor § i fhar o 2,
Alexandria in Egypt on and Italy. Contingents from G g, T 3R T AT

Monday as part of her op-
erational deployment to

the Indian Army and the
Indian Air Force will also

TaTe & 98T, &g &
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the Mediterranean Sea. join the exercise, marking f@n%rq‘f A e & forw ue iy ardr
The warship will take a significant tri-Service g
part in Exercise Bright Star  engagement. e Apart from India, Egypt, and
2025, a major multilateral During her port call at the United States, participating nations
drill hosted by Egypt from  Alexandria, INS Trikand nclude Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Greece,
September 1 to 10. will engage in a series of Cyprus, and ltaly.
YR, frd, 3R Tgaa e 3T &

Exercise Bright Star,

professional and cultural
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of .U.S. Central Command, meenng§ with senior mll!- «  Contingents from the Indian
brings together air, land, tary officials, cross-deck vi-  Army and the Indian Air Force will
and maritime forces to en-  sits, sports events, and cul-  also join the exercise, marking a

hance interoperability, tural activities aimed at significant tri-Service engagement.

strengthen regional securi- deepening bilateral and ‘a-rmﬁ“q [T 3R ‘l-lﬂ%ﬂﬂ aTEl'\qu il o
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e During her port call at Alexandria, INS Trikand will engage in a series of professional and
cultural exchanges, including meetings with senior military officials, cross-deck visits,
sports events and cultural activities aimed at deepening bilateral and multilateral ties.

7 §eTITE SR & AR, AMETTEH Prabe aivg -7 afreiival & wry So,

PIE-3F R,
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Health Ministry plans
to ease licence rules
for new drugs, trials
EENRELN

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Aimed at promoting ease
of doing business in the
pharmaceutical and clini-
cal research sectors, the
Union Health Ministry is
set to amend the New
Drugs and Clinical Trials
Rules, 2019. The proposed
amendments were pu-
blished in the Gazette on
August 28, seeking public
comments.

The amendments aim to
simplify the requirements
and procedures for obtain-
ing test licences, and for
submitting applications re-
lated to studies on bioavail-
ability and bioequivalence.

The key highlights of the
proposed amendments,
according to a release is-
sued by the Health Minis-
try on Wednesday, in-
cludes easing up
application processes for
test licences, and for stu-
dies on bioavailability and
bioequivalence.

Notification system
Under the proposed
amendment, the present
system for test licences has
been converted to a notifi-
cation and intimation sys-
tem, the statement said.
“Through this, the ap-
plicants need not wait for
test licences (except a
small category of high-risk
category drugs) but will

2737

The changes aims to simplify
the process for getting licences.

need to just intimate the
Central Licensing Authori-
ty. Additionally, the overall
statutory processing time
for test licence applica-
tions will be reduced from
90 days to 45 days,” the Mi-
nistry said.

Thus, under the amend-
ment, the existing licence
requirement will be dis-
pensed with for certain ca-
tegories of bioavailability/
bioequivalence studies,
which may instead be in-
itiated upon the submis-
sion of an intimation or
notification to the Central
Licensing Authority. These
regulatory reforms are ex-
pected to benefit stakehol-
ders by significantly reduc-
ing the timelines for
processing applications.
They will also reduce the
number of applications for
test licenses being submit-
ted by approximately 50%.

Health Ministry plans to ease
licence rules for new drugs,
trials

TG HATAY U garaif 8
gteon & foe arsay et o
& 39 P deAT T I|T R

e Aimed at promoting ease of doing business
in the pharmaceutical and clinical research sectors,
the Union Health Ministry is set to amend the New
Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019.

wrHRgfeHhd R fFaftea Read &= & R & &
ST ! FGIAT o o I ¥, HEg WG TATT .
g9 U fFafed e e, 2019 T I=NYH B off
ET 8

e The proposed amendments were published
in the Gazette on August 28, seeking public
comments.

TEATIId HRIEA 28 SR 1 ISy H YHIRId fbu
T 3R ST B fewforat Aff 73|

e The amendments aim to simplify the
requirements and procedures for obtaining test
licences, and for submitting applications related to
studies on bioavailability and bioequivalence.

T RN BT IE=T I ATIAT U B+ 3R
ISAafaferd! qur arasfrddy W sremg_ I
ST Mg ST B B ATaRgHarsi 3R
wfsharsii Bt WA S G|

e The key highlights of the proposed
amendments, according to a release issued by the
Health Ministry on Wednesday, includes easing up
application processes for test licences, and for
studies on bioavailability and bioequivalence.
TR HATAY §RT JUAR &I 9RT a9t & 3F9R,
wETfad "R & T fagei & ove argdv iR
TEAfaferd U sragfeday sregyHl & forw
3ATde=T UfhaT &Y AT ST [N 5|

¢ Notification system
AT yomTett

e Under the proposed amendment, the
present system for test licences has been
converted to a notification and intimation system,
the statement said.
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“Through this, the applicants need not wait for test licences (except a small category of
high-risk category drugs) but will need to just intimate the Central Licensing Authority.
“THP HIH I, AGH! Bl ¢ ATZAH BT SASR a] BT ST (IH-SJH arelt Saraif
P TP BIE A0t B BisH), Ifcw I HIA DA ATSARIT HUBHUT B JfId AT B
Additionally, the overall statutory processing time for test licence applications will be
reduced from 90 days to 45 days,” the Ministry said.

UG S(ATA, S ATSHY TSI & [T ot UTP THTHRUT THT DI 90 el I geTds 45
&= o faar smem,» warerd A weTl

Thus, under the amendment, the existing licence requirement will be dispensed with for
certain categories of bioavailability/bioequivalence studies, which may instead be
initiated upon the submission of an intimation or notification to the Central Licensing
Authority.

Y UHR, YRMeH & d8d, TaH AT3aY ATIAHdT &1 $O A0 &
TRSEafafeaTaIgfaca sreaa=l & fog get faan sirem, 5% s9d o $a
ATSARRAT WIfHROT o1 AT a1 SFRTEAT ST B & 91 & (HaT S JHhdl g1

These regulatory reforms are expected to benefit stakeholders by significantly reducing
the timelines for processing applications.

I e GUR STde THHUT JHIRIT B FTH] §E aP $H HIb [RAURD] B a1H
g™ &1 3Eie B

They will also reduce the number of applications for test licenses being submitted by
approximately 50%.
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How Majorana particles promise to
shield quantum computers from noise

In our everyday world. swapping two oranges changes nothing; in the quantum world, bosons don't change their wavefunction when swapped.

fermions dmnﬁ- only by a minus sign: if you exchange two non-Abelian anyons, however. the joint quantum state changes in a deeper way

Vasudevan Mukunth

n the race to make quantum
computers practical, scientists have
found themselves drawn to some of
the strangest ideas in physics. Few
are stranger — but also more promising —
than the notion of using particles that are
their own antiparticles to store and
manipulate information. This is the
concept behind Majorana particles.

In the 1930s, the Italian physicist Ettore
Majorana proposed a particle that, unlike
zhe elecm)n or proton, would be

from its anti
counterpart. In most cases, matter and
antimatter are exact opposites. If you
bring them together, they annihilate in a
flash of energy. But a Majorana particle is
a perfect mirror of itself: if you turn it
inside out and reverse every charge and
property, you get the very same thing you
started with. This is not true for electrons
or protons.

For decades, this symmetry seemed
the stuff of theory alone. High-energy
physicists searched for Majoranas in
cosmic rays and particle accelerators but
revealed nothing conclusive. Then, more
recenlly condensed matter physn ists
found a k hole: certain “ ticles™
inside specially designed materials behave
mathemauca].lv like Majoranas. These

ticles aren’t 'y particles
from nature’s catalogue but collectwc
excitations — like ripples in an electron
sea — that follow the same unusual rules.
They may emerge, for example, at the
ends of tiny superconducting wires
cooled to near absolute zero, under the
influence of a magnetic field.

The fact that these Majorana-like
modes could exist in a tabletop
experiment electrified the quantum
computing community. That excitement
was not because they are rare, beautiful
oddities (indeed they are) but because of
the prospect that they might solve one of
quantum computing’s hardest, most
stubborn problems: keeping quantum
information stable.

First line of defence

What plagues a quantum computer? A
qubit, the quantum analogue of the bit in
your laptop or smartphone, can exist in a
superposition, or a blend, of ‘0’ and ‘T’ at
the same time. This strange property,
along with entanglement between
multiple qubits, is what gives quantum
computers their potential power. But a
qubit’s state is almost absurdly delicate. If
a qubit interacts with the surrounding
world, like say some stray heat or light, its
superpx on can “collapse,” forcing the
qubit into a definite O or 1and erasing the
information it held.

This process, called decoherence, is
relentless. In today’s most advanced
superconducting quantum chips, qubits
can last microseconds to milliseconds
before decohering. That may sound long,
but for a computer that must carry out
thousands or millions of in

effect, be split in two. Each half behaves
like a Majorana mode.

Crucially, these two halves can be
placed far apart along the same nanowire
or in different regions of a device.
Together they define a single qubit, but
the information about whether that qubit
is in state O, 1, or a superposition of both
is stored in the combined state of both
Majoranas. If a disturbance affects one of
them — say, a bit of local noise or a defect
in the material — it can’t by itself destroy
the encoded information. Both halves will
have to be disrupted in a correlated way,
and that is far less likely.

This nonlocal encoding is the first line
of defence. It’s as if you wrote the first half
of a secret in one notebook kept in Paris
and the second half in another locked
away in Tokyo. Stealing one notebook
doesn’t reveal the secret: you must have
both.

Weaving braids

The protection does not end there.
Majorana modes also belong to a rare
clas.'; of quanmm objects called

sequence, it is too brief. To cope,

engineers use quantum error correction,

which encodes one logical qubit into a

bundle of many physical qubits. The
ancy allows the

detect and fix errors on the fly, bu[ it

comes at a cost: hundreds or thousands of

physical qubits may be needed to sustain
Jjust one logical qubit. This is the
bottleneck. If there were a way to make
Qqubits inherently more resistant to errors
and protect their quantum state at the
hardware level, the whole enterprise
would become far more efficient.

This is where Majoranas offer a
radically different approach. Imagine a
qubit not as something stored in a single,
fragile object but as a property that two
widely separated pieces share. This is
possible with Majorana modes. In certain
superconductors, electrons form bound
pairs, but in the right conditions, the
quantum state of one electron can, in

In the 1930s, the Italian physicist Ettore Majorana
(pictured here c. 1930s) proposed a particle that,
unlike the electron or proton, would be

from its

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

anyons. To appreciate what
lhls means, it helps to step back and think
about how particles normally behave
when you exchange their posluons.

In our everyday world, g two

Microsoft's Majorana 1 quantum computing chip. REUTERS

In pri a

could be programmed simply by
moving its Majorana modes
through a sequence of braids. Its
robustness would come not from
laver upon layer of qubits but

them invincible — there are still ways
errors can creep in, such as through
quasiparticle poisoning or imperfect
isolation — but the baseline stability could
be orders of magnitude better.

The catch is that the promise is still

from the fundamental physics of
the particles themselves

could move them slowly or quickly, take a
detour around an impurity in the
material, or shake them gently as you go.
The result would be the same as long as
the braiding pattern itself is preserved.

This property makes computations
built from braiding topologically
protected. In practical terms, that means
small errors in timing, position, or
environmental noise are unlikely to derail
the computation. Nature itself ‘rounds
off” the imperfections, the way a knot
remains a knot no matter how you twist
the rope, until you actually untie it.

Pushing the frontiers

mostly . Experiments over the
last decade haw prﬂdu(ed tantalising
signals consistent with the presence of
Majorana modes — in nanowires made of
materials like indium antimonide,
coupled to superconductors, under a
magnetic field. Measurements of the
electrical conductance at the wire’s ends
have shown patterns that fit the
predictions for Majoranas. But sceptics
point out that other, more mundane
effects can mimic these patterns.

The ultimate proof would be to
demonstrate braiding: to move the modes
around each other and show that the
system’s quantum state changes in exactly
the way non-Abelian statistics predict.
This is a delicate task. The modes have to
be moved without losing their identity,
kept well-isolated from ordinary electron
s(ates nd manipulated in two

In principle, a ! -al
could be p simply
moving its Majorana modes through a
prescnbcd sequence of braids, each one
logical operation. The

identical oranges changes nothing at all.
In the quantum world, identical particles
fall into two well-known categories.
Bosons (e.g., photons) do not change
their overall wavefunction when
swapped. Fermions (e.g., electrons)
change only by a minus sign, a
mathematical quirk that still leaves most
observable properties untouched.

Non-Abelian anyons are different. If
you exchange, or “braid,” two of them,
the joint quantum state changes in a
much deeper way. The swap doesn’t just
multiply the state by a constant; it
transforms it into an entirely new state.
What's more, the order in which you do
these swaps matters. Swap particle A with
particle B, then swap B with C, and you
end up with a different final state than if
you had swapped B with C first, then A
with B

Thn_s is alien to ordinary intuition.
Imagine three dancers on a stage who
change the choreography of their whole
performance based on the sequence in
which they pass each other, not just on
whether they pass.

The fact that Majorana modes are
non-Abelian opens up a new way to
perform quantum computation. In a
suitable device, you can physically move
these modes around each other, tracing
out paths in space and time. This process
is called braiding because if you draw the
paths, they look like strands in a braid.

Each braid corresponds to a specific
transformation of the quantum state
shared by the Majoranas. The beauty is
that the outcome depends only on the
topology of the braid — the abstract
over-and-under pattern — and not on the
exact physical details of the motion. You

machine’s robustness would come not
from layers upon layers of
error-correcting qubits but from the
fundamental physics of the particles
themselves.

Contrast this with today’s leading
quantum computing platforms:
superconducting qubits, trapped ions,
and spin qubsits in semiconductors. In all
these systems, operations must be
controlled with exquisite precision, and
any envimnmenm] disturbance must be

d as muchas p The
qubu states are Incalned, so an unwanted
Jjolt or fluctuation at that location can flip
or randomise the qubit. The protection
comes entirely from engineering
discipline and active error correction,
both of which require enormous
complexity.

With Majorana-based topological
qubits, the hope is that much of that
complexity is unnecessary. Because the
information is stored nonlocally and
manipulated by braiding, the qubit’s
essential properties are shielded from
small-scale noise. This does not make

even though most current
devices are effectively one-dimensional
wires. Researchers are current!
designing more complex geometries to
make braiding feasible.

If successful, Majorana-based qubits
could change the economics of quantum
computing. Instead of needing a million
physical qubits to get a few thousand
logical ones, a machine might operate
with far fewer qubits, each naturally
robust. The hardware could be simpler,
the error-correction overhead smaller,
and the computations faster and more
reliable. This would not just accelerate the
arrival of practical quantum computers, it
could also open the door to computations
that are currently out of reach because of
noise and instability.

It’s also worth noting that the pursuit
of Majoranas has already pushed the
frontiers of condensed matter physics. In
trying to coax these particles into
existence, researchers have learned to
grow cleaner nanowi make better
superconducting coi and control
materials at the atomic scale. Even if the
ultimate prize remains elusive, the
technological by-products are likely to
feed into other areas, from quantum
sensing to new kinds of electronics.
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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A method to braid five strands. STILFEHLER (CC BY-SA)
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How Majorana particles promise to shield quantum
computers from noise

&Y BRI HUT HicH LI B MR A T BT aTeT HId

g

In our everyday world, swapping two oranges changes nothing; in the quantum world, bosons
don’t change their wavefunction when swapped, fermions change only by a minus sign; if you
exchange two non-Abelian anyons, however, the joint quantum state changes in a deeper

%Wﬁﬁgﬁmﬁ,ﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁw;m ®, A1 BT dqhHaRH
oo R WY 781 seaar, wifaa Fad te AT 9184 ¥ dedd §; Afe gfe 3y &) A14-
ARG TUATT &) Scard 8, o TS SicH ATRIT U e did J 98 S| &

Majorana particles and Quantum Computers

AR ST 3R FHieH FHR

In the race to make quantum computers practical, scientists have found themselves drawn
to some of the strangest ideas in physics.

FicH HHLE B AGEING T $I g8 H, IMH Qe $I Hifded! & $& qad 3foig [} &
3R f&= g m?r gl

Few are stranger — but also more promising — than the notion of using particles that are
their own antiparticles to store and manipulate information.

Fo faaR sifrd srofte — Afs T 8 iR SMRIoFS — &, O TY FHUN BT ITART FH=A1 ot
3 g UfAH Ul (antiparticles) 8, STHHR! &I GUEId 3R fHdfd &4 & fou|
This is the concept behind Majorana particles.

T foaR AR Sl & WIS g1

In the 1930s, the Italian physicist Ettore Majorana proposed a particle that, unlike the
electron or proton, would be indistinguishable from its antimatter counterpart.

1930 & ¥ H, TATA! Hifdds AT TR ASRTAT 3 T HU 61 UdTd feT, St o= a1
e & faudia, oro ufauere s & 9 =161 fopan S Fa |

In most cases, matter and antimatter are exact opposites. If you bring them together, they
annihilate in a flash of energy.

i Fwel §, uerd R ufdruerd foeee faudid €1a €1 afe omu S Iy @ §, @ 3 Solf
& IHG | ¥ 81 I ¢

But a Majorana particle is a perfect mirror of itself: if you turn it inside out and reverse every
charge and property, you get the very same thing you started with.

QA T TSR BT 304 3179 T Yot o1 g §: afe 310 38 Iafe < 3R &R SMa 3R [0
&I 9 <, Y MU qat 9% et 8 o S e aird &t o

This is not true for electrons or protons.

Ig gadel-l a1 Wel-l & o I 8l |

For decades, this symmetry seemed the stuff of theory alone. High-energy physicists
searched for Majoranas in cosmic rays and particle accelerators but revealed nothing
conclusive.

GRS I, T8 TRl Had Rigid &1 fawg et At S-Sl aifdsfag! 3 seridhy fevon
3R HUN @RI B AOIRMT B! Wl o, Afp o FHuifges Imm a8 smar|

Then, more recently, condensed matter physicists found a loophole: certain “quasiparticles”
inside specially designed materials behave mathematically like Majoranas.

oz, gra &) H, ufd yardf Wifdefacl 3 ue I ur: faRiy =y J fawe &1 7 gmiat &
IR TS “PENUIEHe” TRT U I ARMI o T8GR I g
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These quasiparticles aren’t elementary particles from nature’s catalogue but collective
excitations — like ripples in an electron sea — that follow the same unusual rules.

UHid Bt Gt I Wiferd o1 161 § dich ANfe® SUSHIE § — o gadeiHl &
TR B a8 — o a8t SR e 1 are o B

They may emerge, for example, at the ends of tiny superconducting wires cooled to near
absolute zero, under the influence of a magnetic field.

IR F R, q BIC GIRSB SR aRY & RRI IR Udhe 81 Johd ¢ forg T T IT9HT ddb
331 fordT AT BT, U g1 &5 o UHTa H|

The fact that these Majorana-like modes could exist in a tabletop experiment electrified the
quantum computing community.

g a7 & J ASIRMI O HIgY U& <qd-c1d JanT § Hisjg 8 9&d §, - BicH Sl Her
1 I1R B faa|

That excitement was not because they are rare, beautiful oddities (indeed they are) but
because of the prospect that they might solve one of quantum computing’s hardest, most
stubborn problems: keeping quantum information stable.

Ug ITE AT Y U1 b 9 et 3R Y fafRrrant § (area A 9 ), sfewe gafe i 9 wien
SR DT T Bio R e Tawnsi & 9 Ud & g I dohd o BicH TSN i fRR
TG

First line of defence

&1 Bt ggelt ufda

What plagues a quantum computer? A qubit, the quantum analogue of the bit in your laptop
or smartphone, can exist in a superposition, or a blend, of ‘0’ and ‘1’ at the same time.

FicH FHER ! T WH T 82 T HfIe, S S0 SUeTd a1 WEHH e B Sien
EU 8, T JURUIRIRE 10’ 3R *1° & fAiyor & v &1 997 W Aieg 81 9ol 8|

This strange property, along with entanglement between multiple qubits, is what gives
quantum computers their potential power. o ] _ . _

Tg Jolld IR, 1y 8 s wgfecy & ol TeTade, HicH ey B 3! YHIad Wfad
gl

But a qubit’s state is almost absurdly delicate. If a qubit interacts with the surrounding world,
like say some stray heat or light, its superposition can collapse, forcing the qubit into a
definite 0 or 1 and erasing the information it held.

AT Fgfere @ FRURT TMHT eRARTE U § A1 gt /1 afe T Ffae Sy &t gfar &
Y G HRAT &, o $3 HfaRad T a1 geT=1, o ITHT GURUITSIRA &8 Fhdl 8, o
gfe Ffyd 0 a1 1 & Sca ST § SR ITH GufRd SHeRT fie S 31

This process, called decoherence, is relentless.

<9 Tfsha1 &1 fEPIeE Fel oIl &, Sif ARaR giet 8 o

In today’s most advanced superconducting quantum chips, qubits can last microseconds
to milliseconds before decohering.

TS o T S0 JURD Siaetl SicH faw o, Ffacy argshiasey o fafekdey d@ d
€ 39% 915 3 e & o B

That may sound long, but for a computer that must carry out thousands or millions of
operations in sequence, it is too brief.

g TE1 7 Fohdl 7, At U Hex & fore o goIRY a1 aral ena oH § & 814 &, I8
9gd Sl g g

To cope, engineers use quantum error correction, which encodes one logical qubit into a
bundle of many physical qubits.

Y Fuen & o, SR $icH TR HYaRM &1 SUAN I 8, ol Ue aiidhd agfac &
Fs Hifds Ffecy & 8 & ThIs BT 71

The redundancy allows the computer to detect and fix errors on the fly, but it comes at a cost:
hundreds or thousands of physical qubits may be needed to sustain just one logical qubit.
T8 SifaRadal TR B qid et Bl Tdl T 3R I i B BT Al St 7, Afdp
P! B T8 §: Had Ud Alihd Fg[ae I §-1E W & [ Abe! a1 goIRI Hifas
YT B AIISHAT 8l THhll |
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This is the bottleneck. If there were a way to make qubits inherently more resistant to errors
and protect their quantum state at the hardware level, the whole enterprise would become far
more efficient.

I8! dieani® ¢ | e Fgfacy &I WIHTas = 9 Ffed! & ufd 3ifie uferidh s SR gréamR
TR R D! HicH U BT &1 T BT DIs DT gId], O I BRI Hal D SIS g1 Sff |
This is where Majoranas offer a radically different approach. Imagine a qubit not as
something stored in a single, fragile object but as a property that two widely separated pieces
share.

T} 98 TG ¢ STaT ASIRTT Ueh [ ST EfDHI0 UaH Hid g | Hed B [ U agfae
foreft U A a%g & Tufed g § e &l qR-axret el g1 Wien 1 71 Uap faRiva g

This is possible with Majorana modes. In certain superconductors, electrons form bound
pairs, but in the right conditions, the quantum state of one electron can, in effect, be split in
two. Each half behaves like a Majorana mode.

I AR HIg & IIY IHT §| $© YRGSFY B, adei-g aid oile §-1d §, A I8t
Rt &, Ter Saiaei- &t Sy fRufd araa & g el & fauiford 81 9! 81 U Sl Ud
AR TS &1 TRE TR Fal 5

Crucially, these two halves can be placed far apart along the same nanowire or in different
regions of a device.

Teayul ©U 9, 37 a1 i3l oY It AR & 1Y 9gd gR 1 {Sa1sy & SfeT-orenT axf o
T ST el 5|

Together they define a single qubit, but the information about whether that qubit is in state 0,
1, or a superposition of both is stored in the combined state of both Majoranas.

PR 3 Tha Ffae & uRyid #d 8, Afde a8 SHeR! i |fse 0, 1, a1 AT &1
FRURARA B, S AR 3t Tgad fRufa & Tdia gt 31

If a disturbance affects one of them — say, a bit of local noise or a defect in the material — it
can'’t by itself destroy the encoded information.

e HIs FIYH 394 J U oI YHIfId Bl § — HF AT, Mt RITg TR a1 9rh & B8
Y — 1 98 3fddl ThIS Bl T3 AHBRI Bl Y To! B Gl |

Both halves will have to be disrupted in a correlated way, and that is far less likely.

3! fowt ) U Taieh aids T SIferd AT BN, SR 3! YHIGT 9gd HH ]

This nonlocal encoding is the first line of defence.

Tg AAIDd GBS I8 3T Ul ufad 3

It's as if you wrote the first half of a secret in one notebook kept in Paris and the second half
in another locked away in Tokyo. Stealing one notebook doesn’t reveal the secret: you must
have both.

Ig TN 8 O 3o ot g o1 ugan s figwan ufee o Xt U Aeqgs | foran 8t ofk gt
31T foen et o &g fhefl o Aiegd T Had T Alcgd IR I8V Bl ISR gl Hdl:
31U U Gl B4 =1

Weaving braids

ISt g

The protection does not end there.

YR&M Ug| JHIW T8l BIeil |

Majorana modes also belong to a rare class of quantum objects called non-Abelian
anyons.

AR Wigd ff ATF-va e waAT=y % Sicy a¥gsit @1 U gay 9oft ¥ Taifed B
To appreciate what this means, it helps to step back and think about how particles normally
behave when you exchange their positions.

ST 3 THFH & oY g e Iuantt § for 9w sy ot o R sgerd § df & e
&Y TAER I g |

In our everyday world, swapping two identical oranges changes nothing at all.

AR} Aol o1 g H, < IHH IR Faq ¥ foepd ft oo e dgaan

In the quantum world, identical particles fall into two well-known categories.

Fich AT &, IUH ST & Ut A0 & omd 51
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e Bosons (e.g., photons) do not change their overall wavefunction when swapped.
S (O, BIeH) Sae TR 303 Ty datha’H B T8l gecd |

o Fermions (e.g., electrons) change only by a minus sign, a mathematical quirk that still
leaves most observable properties untouched.
B (O, 3adeH) Had AT A5 I Fead o, U MO fa=ydT S it Serofi
o0 @Y ST Ble 3o B

¢ Non-Abelian anyons are different. If you exchange, or “braid,” two of them, the joint
quantum state changes in a much deeper way.
AT-TAfera= TgATT 3T B § | afe 39 379 § & I Sead ¢ a1 “aie g 8, a e
PiCH TR TH TeX b I I&d ol 5

o The swap doesn'’t just multiply the state by a constant; it transforms it into an entirely new
state.
g JHEAl-9aa Bad TR HI Udh RRRTH T TN 8] Hal; I8 39 T ave 9 718 a1 § §5a
ERIS

o What's more, the order in which you do these swaps matters.
3R +ft eyl I8 § b 3y frw ovw & g srga-gaal HRd §, U8 A &l 8

e Swap particle A with particle B, then swap B with C, and you end up with a different final state
than if you had swapped B with C first, then A with B.
gfe 3T HUT A B HUT B ¥ TG4 &, [ B BT C T I&Ad o, dl Sifd SR ST 1N, e
I Usd B ®I C ¥ I&aT o 3R fhr A &1 B ¥, a ufvomd i g

e This is alien to ordinary intuition.
Ig M s & Ao g

¢ Imagine three dancers on a stage who change the choreography of their whole performance
based on the sequence in which they pass each other, not just on whether they pass.

HET DITT A Teih! B Sl He TR T YR TR R YGRH BT HIRGIITH! 980 odl o (% d fbd
HH T TH-gIR I TR g, 7 o Had 39 W fF 3 oRd 3

o The fact that Majorana modes are non-Abelian opens up a new way to perform quantum
computation.

Ig a fo ASIRTT WIS AH-Taferad §, $ied UMET $34 &1 Ue a1 asie] Jiadl g |

¢ In a suitable device, you can physically move these modes around each other, tracing out
paths in space and time.
TP IUGad IUHUN T, 3170 39 AIgY Bl Th-gik & IR} 3R HIfdd 0 I g1 Ihd §, S a
R SR I § I 91 B 1

e This process is called braiding because if you draw the paths, they look like strands in a
braid.
= Ufehal &Y TS T gl ol § N A ST IR B g1 8, & 3 TSt & ari o feaa
gl

e Each braid corresponds to a specific transformation of the quantum state shared by the
Majoranas.

UdD T ASIRAT gRT 137 $1 1T PicH aTIT $ T Iy uRadd I Fefdd gidl g

e The beauty is that the outcome depends only on the topology of the braid — the abstract
over-and-under pattern — and not on the exact physical details of the motion.

=1 9% § b Uk dae =1ét @t Sutarel — g SHWR-AE Ui — R R F=are, 7%
T & | Hifde faaron W

e You could move them slowly or quickly, take a detour around an impurity in the material, or
shake them gently as you go.

31 3¢ 4R a1 ot A el Gopa B, Trht 7 fpht oigfe & aRY ok 99 9ha B, 71 3% dR-4R
fea g&d |

e The result would be the same as long as the braiding pattern itself is preserved.
ORI 98! 8T 94 d aIet BT Je WRigd g g

e This property makes computations built from braiding topologically protected.

T 07 ST | & TTUATST ) SulaioTe el SRfdd S |

¢ In practical terms, that means small errors in timing, position, or environmental noise are
unlikely to derail the computation.
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AGRING U, 34T oY ¢ for v, fRufa a1 vafarviig ok & -3 Ffeat mumr &t
YHITAd B DI FHTET 51 Gl |

Nature itself ‘rounds off’ the imperfections, the way a knot remains a knot no matter how you
twist the rope, until you actually untie it.

wopfa Ty srquidredt &1 R 3t 8, S {3 U e s & 5t B 1R S I Y B o
RIS, OId dh 319 IRdd H 34 T 7 ¢ |

Pushing the frontiers

13 &1 M q@HT

In principle, a topological quantum computer could be programmed simply by moving its
Majorana modes through a prescribed sequence of braids, each one implementing a logical
operation.

Rigid ¥U ¥, te Iuiaiiied $icd $HEX B Had 39b AR Aigd &I Hufia s
%Wﬁwmmmww% S H ¥ Ud® Th Ao d SHTIRRH AR
IRAT B

The machine’s robustness would come not from layers upon layers of error-correcting
qubits but from the fundamental physics of the particles themselves.

TR B} o GRR-SRIRAT FSCE $ IRl § el Sfeh WY S Y Hifee et 9
ST |

Contrast this with today’s leading quantum computing platforms: superconducting qubits,
trapped ions, and spin qubits in semiconductors.

SR G ST & T Pied SR Rewiad § 33 gRGSHT 7f¥ey, 3 o= ok
e o o Fgfacy |

In all these systems, operations must be controlled with exquisite precision, and any
environmental disturbance must be suppressed as much as possible.

1 it qonferdt &, are &t srafiies Fidhdl & A1y fifd s anfeu o fsedt oft
THiaRUN I Pl JUTHHE Ta1 Mol

The qubit states are localised, so an unwanted jolt or fluctuation at that location can flip or
randomise the qubit.

TfT B ETRITY RITP Siil 8, TN 3T VIH W 3(difsd Fed! a1 IdR-T¢Id Ffae B
JdC Thdl ¢ U1 Jrefasd S Ihdl 8|

The protection comes entirely from engineering discipline and active error correction,
both of which require enormous complexity.

e I IRE T Fofafiar sg=mae ok aftrg Ffe gur § ot 7, 57 34t & forg srafre
STl Bt SfTa=geHal git ¢

With Majorana-based topological qubits, the hope is that much of that complexity is
unnecessary.

ASRTT-MeTfd Sraifored Ffaey & 1Y, e § [ 39 Sfeaarn &1 siftreier fewan
SIIRID BRI

Because the information is stored nonlocally and manipulated by braiding, the qubit’s
essential propert|es are shielded from small-scale noise.

Hifes BRI ATTarwel GURId Bl & SR AT gRT T gt 5, TR Hfae B
IR IR B T & AR F PR W8t B

This does not make them invincible — there are still ways errors can creep in, such as
through quasiparticle poisoning or imperfect isolation — but the baseline stability could be
orders of magnitude better.

Tg 3 3o a1 arar — ot off It & vaw A & AP §, O refturié e urgwf=iT a1
3quf QYFHIT — Tifh T RRAT 5 AT 9gaR & Tbell g

The catch is that the promise is still mostly theoretical.

U9 7% § & ag arar anft it surerar Qgifa® 2|

Experiments over the last decade have produced tantalising signals consistent with the
presence of Majorana modes — in nanowires made of materials like indium antimonide,
coupled to superconductors, under a magnetic field.

U%d & & YA A AR AIgH &1 JURA & Sy gUIE- ddhd 307 fhd § — o

Page5 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3f3gw timiAgs Of ImiEl @ a9 A §, o gIResaed W 93 8ld | iR Jeaig a7
F AT B

Measurements of the electrical conductance at the wire’s ends have shown patterns that fit
the predictions for Majoranas.

IR & R IR fagya araedr & A9 3 U e 3 § S AR & gafgaml & oGy B
But sceptlcs point out that other, more mundane effects can mimic these patterns.

AP FeraTel SaTa & b 3, 3ifiies YIURY GHTa 37 Uy Bl ool B3 Tal B

The ultimate proof would be to demonstrate braiding: to move the modes around each other
and show that the system’s quantum state changes in exactly the way non-Abelian
statistics predict.

3ifer gHTor A& BT TR HIAT g HIGH B Uh-gak & IRI 3R gHHT SR g fas
Ren &t Hicy saw foepa I ave Jead ¢ o fos AT-raferae wiferest Hfawrarf
F g

This is a delicate task. The modes have to be moved without losing their identity, kept well-
isolated from ordinary electron states, and manipulated in two dimensions, even though
most current devices are effectively one-dimensional wires.

g U AI® $ ¢ | HIgH &1 ! UgaH WY a1 RIFART BT 8171, I8 I 3o -
SARTSMT T 3BT ARE ST I BT 3R 3¢ of AT § FRIST &1 g, W gt Siferai=r
TiSleT IUHR gHTd T ¥ - ar |

Researchers are currently designing more complex geometries to make braiding feasible.
SMyHd! g § ST &1 dua 91 & fa eifie wifed sarfifaal fsomga s R §

If successful, Majorana-based qubits could change the economics of quantum computing.
e THd BId €, O AARTI-STTRT T HicH ST $1 fHaR &1 gad Tohd § |
Instead of needing a million physical qubits to get a few thousand logical ones, a machine
might operate with far fewer qubits, each naturally robust.

FS IR Al d FaCH U & e g g Wifas ®faea ot siaxasdd 814 & 9o, Th
TR 9gd 1 RfACH & 1Y HTH H T 5, [ I e W@IHIad FU ¥ 7elgd 51|

The hardware could be simpler, the error-correction overhead smaller, and the
computations faster and more reliable.

TSR XA B Yobdl §, TR-PYG BT 915l HH 8l Jhdl 8, 3R TUFT aw 3R 3ifs
faeita g1 Tl g

This would not just accelerate the arrival of practical quantum computers, it could also
open the door to computations that are currently out of reach because of noise and instability.
g 7 $ad ATAGNND BicH HHEH & A B ool BT, Sfeh 3 TS o forg oft
AT WA S g A § IR 3R SRRAT $ SR Ug™ I T1e &

It's also worth noting that the pursuit of Majoranas has already pushed the frontiers of
condensed matter physics.

%ﬁgﬂéﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬂm&ﬁaﬁ&ﬁw
|

In trying to coax these particles into existence, researchers have learned to grow cleaner
nanowires, make better superconducting contacts, and control materials at the atomic
scale.

S HUN DI 3@ T A B BRI H, Mecpdiaf 7 ATH-FUR AarR I, 9ga”
YRS SIRA YU TAMT 3R YRHTY] TR TR IR & Fafa s I ferm g1

Even if the ultimate prize remains elusive, the technological by-products are likely to feed into
other areas, from quantum sensing to new kinds of electronics.

A g 9T RIHR A/Td! 991 3R, Al bt JU-IdTe 3 &3 § AT < &I JHIEAT
T g, O PieH AR I AHR A5 USR P gAFE T b
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In February U.S. Vice President Sweden’s
J.D. Vance warned Europe forest base is
against continuing to relvy on the
US and urged officials to step up key to
in a big way to provide for the Europe’s
defence of the continent entry into

Sunlight filters through the clouds, illuminating I'E'El]l_'f be able to react with (1[5) oW space race

the Esrange Space Center, a base deep in the
Swedish forest and a part of Europe’s hope to
compete in the space race in Kiruna, Sweden, on
August 19, 2025. AP

Sweden’s forest
base is key to
Europess entry

into space race

means and under (its) own control,”
Hermann Ludwig Moeller, director of the
European Space Policy Institute, said.

In March, Isar Aerospace launched the
first test flight of its orbital launch vehicle
from the Andeya Spaceport, another site
on an island in northern Norway. Moeller
believes a successful orbital launch from
continental Europe could occur within
the next year, though he won’t guess
where. Portugal, Spain, Italy, Germany,
and the United Kingdom are also among
the countries seeking to be part of
Europe’s spaceport portfolio.

RU &
3fafver s |
"ax & fore
e &1 a4

TYR
gyl §

Europe’s Spaceport

eep in the Swedish forest, where Esrange and Andeya date back to the Aspirations
reindeer roam and scientists ski 1960s, and much of their space-bound ?B}q P WU
in winter, lies one of Europe’s : g PR

hopes for a spaceport that can ultimately appeal stems from their far-north WW

compete with the United States, China, geography 911 the earth.

and Russia. Esrange is owned and operated by the e Deepin the

For decades, Europe has relied on the
US for its security among the stars. But
the Trump administration’s “America
First” policies plus a commercial market
that’s growing exponentially have
prompted Europeans to rethink their
approach.

The state-owned Esrange Space Center
in Kiruna, Sweden, is among the sites
building out orbital rocket programs to
allow Europe to advance in the global

Swedish Space Corporation and based
more than 200 km north of the Arctic
Circle. The space center’s 30-plus
antennas can more easily communicate
with satellites orbiting the North Pole
compared to infrastructure that’s near the
equator.

Most important, perhaps, is its size.

Swedish forest, where
reindeer roam and
scientists ski in winter,
lies one of Europe’s
hopes for a spaceport
that can ultimately
compete with the
United States, China,

space race and}alungh é"‘em“;s frgm the The base itself encompasses 6 sq. km, and Russia.

continent’s mainland. Currently, Europe’s . : g
only space base capable of Iunching where experts conduct !Maruan lander 1 63 wifs= GI'IEI_ T,
rockets and satellites into orbit is in parachute tests, suborbital rocket Sl TSR gHd § 8k
French Guiana, an overseas department launches. and stratospheric balloon %Tﬁ@ Hﬁtﬁ 3 E’ﬁ

of France in South America that’s roughly P p . ﬁ

500 km north of the equator. Otherwise, experiments. B %, @t[ &t Udh
Europe borrows NASA’s Cape Canaveral in But its key selling point is Esrange’s TS &) 3 R
Flol;ﬁiraihg RO — rocket landing zone: 5,200 sq. km of 2 ) sia: T 3T
Munich Security Conference, U.S. Vice blI'Ch, pmne, and_spruce trees spread north G'iﬁha)—l' iﬁq \’rﬁ? =9
President J.D. Vance warned Europe across the Swedish tundra, nearly to the ’

against continuing to rely on the U.S. and Norwegian and Finnish borders. J yfomyf & gpar %|

urged officials to “step up in a big way” to
provide for the defence of the continent.

Vance’s remarks, as well as concerns
over tech billionaire Elon Musk’s politics
potentially affecting Ukraine’s
dependence on his Starlink satellite
system in its war with Russia, alarmed
European leaders.

It became clear to them that the
continent must have its own space

The territory is uninhabited besides
the Sami Indigenous reindeer
herdersAndeya’s remote location on a
Norwegian island, meanwhile, means
rockets can safely crash down into the sea
without risking harm to humans.

e For decades,
Europe has relied on
the US for its security
among the stars. But
the Trump
administration’s
“America First”

policies plus a commercial market that's growing exponentially have

e e prompted Europeans to rethink their approach.
QRID] b QR ¥ U fciRel GREM b oy SrafvepT tR wRI fobar | ifebt gva w1
«3ATPT wee” el ok doil & gear arfofeus TR 3 R BT 3o B R
AR & & forg OfRa faa
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The state-owned Esrange Space Center in Kiruna, Sweden, is among the sites building out
orbital rocket programs to allow Europe to advance in the global space race and launch
satellites from the continent’s mainland.

fpe, Tea # U Ts-tarfira are Taie T dex 39 -l 7 I g o wafig e srfepd
ﬁﬁam W;aé%mﬁiqﬁqa%&maaﬁgﬁ&nﬁaawaﬁ?%@qﬁg@raﬁﬁm
& & I |

Currently, Europe’s only space base capable of launching rockets and satellites into orbit is in
French Guiana, an overseas department of France in South America, roughly 500 km
north of the equator. Otherwise, Europe borrows NASA’s Cape Canaveral in Florida.
AU H, Y BT THHE WY 9 S e 3R SUTE! B! Hefl # afid HR o ¢, 98 ba
T A B, S gféror sfifveT B i &1 faekh fqumT g, SiR g8 y@er X1 ¥ @y 500 fasdt
IR YT B 1 30T, TT AT & Y HA1aR (TR ST) BT SUTNT BT g

During a speech in February at the Munich Security Conference, U.S. Vice President J.D.
Vance warned Europe against continuing to rely on the U.S. and urged officials to “step up
in a big way” to provide for the defence of the continent.

TR § R YR&T FHEH H TP HI0 F GRH, 3@t SwRTyufd o). 39 7 0 &
3T IR AR 1R 8 A e < ok sifieRal 4 aimure fobar & o weTeia &1 e &
for “98 T9™ W FHeH I |

Vance’s remarks, as well as concerns over tech billionaire Elon Musk’s politics potentially
affecting Ukraine’s dependence on his Starlink satellite system in its war with Russia,
alarmed European leaders.

39 o} fewfort, Ty & Ureifie sRaufa T IR B ASifd & Ao fRian, S &9 & a1y
G U gl Bl WRTP Aearge Rived R F1Rar & guifad e It €, 3 G Adreff &1
fifaa & fea|

It became clear to them that the continent must have its own space ecosystem, with its “own
capabilities to really be able to react with (its) own means and under (its) own control,” said
Hermann Ludwig Moeller, director of the European Space Policy Institute.

I foTe I8 Wy 81 41 {5 HeTEu & U U1 W ShIRiRed BT TR, U T B
&raratt & W1y a1fes 9 Srut Rrdf SR fdzor & wfafsar w= g, S 3 gRiftraer w uifersdt
FHIege & Mex® g g AiTeR - &gl

In March, Isar Aerospace launched the first test flight of its orbital launch vehicle from the
Andaya Spaceport, another site on an island in northern Norway.

, SR TURIAN 3 30 Hefig Y& a8 &1 Ugall TRieu I8 Terar WU § &
&, S I T B TP G0 W R T 4 = B
Moeller believes a successful orbital launch from continental Europe could occur within the
next year, though he won'’t guess where. Portugal, Spain, Italy, Germany, and the United
Kingdom are also among the countries seeking to be part of Europe’s spaceport portfolio.
HITTR $T {1 & [ 3FTe IV & Wik U HTE 1Y & U el el Y&l gl §avdll g,
gIdifer d U A el T S Fel | goirma, |, gedt, s+ 3R gATses fhrsw +ft [
& WYUIS Uil o7 fewan a7 Bt HIR H 38 <=0 & 2fdra g1
Esrange and Andgya date back to the 1960s, and much of their space-bound appeal stems
from their far-north geography on the earth.

TAS 3N TSHT &1 YI3TT 1960 &b G/ U g3 2N, 3R I fdfer s o1 iferepier fgwan
T2l IR ID! gr Iust Wi fRufa @ emar g1

Esrange is owned and operated by the Swedish Space Corporation and based more than
200 km north of the Arctic Circle.

TH &1 W 3R Fare T WA STARA gRT {501 9711 § 3R I8 3ihfed ghd o
200 fFH SR A RA 3|

The space center’s 30-plus antennas can more easily communicate with satellites orbiting
the North Pole compared to infrastructure that’s near the equator.

T Hex & 30 A AP TAT YA X7 & U Y aid & ga-1 § SR Yd B UiReh T HA
I IUUET W ¥ S | TR HR Thd o

Most important, perhaps, is its size. The base itself encompasses 6 sq. km, where experts
conduct Martian lander parachute tests, suborbital rocket launches, and stratospheric
balloon experiments.
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But its key selling point is Esrange’s rocket landing zone: 5,200 sq. km of birch, pine, and
spruce trees spread north across the Swedish tundra, nearly to the Norwegian and Finnish
borders.

Qfch ST TB STHYU TAS BT Adbe AT Wi & 5,200 T fbelt & Tl 5, uTs iR
T U, o WS g8 8§ SR &t 3R Hdl gU § SR T Ard 3R frad's Ft Iwmasii oo
The territory is uninhabited besides the Sami Indigenous reindeer herders. Andoya’s
remote location on a Norwegian island, meanwhile, means rockets can safely crash down
into the sea without risking harm to humans.

Tg & ATt TR WFEWR waRargt & srarar s 81 39 o9, Afdfor giu W fRyd Tk #it
X R &1 A § o Abe Jfad wu A ags & IR ¥vd €, 91 w7t &1 Joam
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S lll: Disaster Management |
Rain and repeat
Excess rain is no excuse for damage

caused by neglect of sluices

he heavy rains and flooding across And-

hra Pradesh and Telangana this season

underline how extreme weather interacts
with governance. In 2024, Andhra Pradesh re-
corded 27% of its annual rainfall in two days; this
August, Vizianagaram logged a 46% excess, with
some parts reporting up to 90%. Consecutive
years of extreme precipitation signal a shift in the
monsoon’s behaviour. Reservoir and barrage sys-
tems in river basins are designed to manage sea-
sonal inflows but the timing and intensity of re-
cent rain events matter. At one point this year,
Srisailam was 94% full and Nagarjuna Sagar 96%,
leaving little room for additional inflow. The cri-
sis is really excess rainfall plus its concentration
into short bursts when reservoirs are already
nearly full. Last year, Budameru, a rivulet with a
capacity of 7,000 cusecs, received 35,000 cusecs
and flooded Vijayawada. The recurrence points
to how minor tributaries and drainage channels,
which are often neglected in policy, become de-
bilitating choke points. While sheer volume ex-
plains part of the flooding, infrastructural weak-
nesses magnify the damage. At the Prakasam
Barrage, one gate damaged last year remained
unrepaired well into this season, hampering
smooth water release. Along the Godavari, flood-
banks near Bhadrachalam sank or collapsed in
places, raising anxiety among residents on both
sides of the border. In urban areas, partly desilt-
ed drains, encroached stormwater channels, and
concretised surfaces have restricted water ab-
sorption. Overall, infrastructure exists but is not
maintained or upgraded with urgency.

The disaster management apparatus in both
States is mature and saved many lives. Yet, insti-
tutions remain less agile at reducing risk. Year af-
ter year, large sums are sanctioned for immediate
relief (Telangana recently released %1 crore per
district at short notice) but strengthening flood-
banks and completing diversion channels remain
unfinished. In 2024 and 2025, extreme rainfall ar-
rived late in August and early September. Both
times, the Krishna and Godavari systems were se-
verely strained and Vijayawada was inundated.

Rain and repeat

=T 3R Slevrd

Excess rain is no excuse for damage caused by
neglect of sluices

D TR W P 3FeW! A §T T BT
EEEIEHERCT]

Extreme Rainfall and Flooding in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana

3T U= 3R AT § Sreafis auf 3R d1e

e The heavy rains and flooding across Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana this season underline how extreme weather
interacts with governance.

39 UIgA § 3Ty UeRT 3R A& =T § U avf 3R a1 g8 2id 8
o Tw I IR @ 5 ST 8

e |n 2024, Andhra Pradesh recorded 27% of its annual
rainfall in two days; this August, Vizianagaram logged a 46%
excess, with some parts reporting up to 90%.

2024 T, 3ffy UG A &l fal # St arftfe auf &7 27% &
T, 59 e 8, faora R & 46% iR aul g5, aie $8
o<l & U8 90% o B

¢ Consecutive years of extreme precipitation signal a shift
in the monsoon’s behaviour.

AR I b AHATYH N T8 Tabd ol & [ AR & TR
I C AR

e Reservoir and barrage systems in river basins are
designed to manage seasonal inflows but the timing and
intensity of recent rain events matter.

T IRy § Srarer iR sty goret Jrdt yarg & Ffid s &
?ﬁaﬂéﬂ%%’, A g1t 1 ol @ wHgAT 3R Fraar Agwayof

I

e At one point this year, Srisailam was 94% full and
Nagarjuna Sagar 96%, leaving little room for additional inflow.
U AN Th 9 R, 94% WRT 3R ARR 96% 1
g o1, for sifafkad Siat vartg & fore agd &| g &t ot

e The crisis is really excess rainfall plus its
concentration into short bursts when reservoirs are already

Both times, protests followed, highlighting in- n(?arly full. ) .
complete Budameru works and opaque relief Yehe arad H e aut 3R STPT 3 JHY | Tdhgur %, NE
fund uptake. Extreme rainfall cannot be prevent- AR q—E;@r 3 EP[ TTHT HY aﬁ %I

ed but its consequences can be moderated by an-
ticipating it. Reservoir management, for exam-
ple, needs to incorporate real-time hydrological
modelling so that water levels are drawn down
before a deluge, creating flood cushions. Urban
planning must prioritise drainage networks and
reserve permeable land for water absorption,
moving beyond cosmetic desilting drives. Flood
banks and sluices require continuous, not epi-
sodic, maintenance, and their upkeep should be
insulated from political cycles. Neither State is
wrong to argue that extraordinary rains can over-
whelm even robust systems, but both risk fatal-
ism if they use this as an excuse to avoid reform.

e Last year, Budameru, a rivulet with a capacity of 7,000
cusecs, received 35,000 cusecs and flooded Vijayawada.
s av, geae, ! &HdT 7,000 o, 7 35,000 TP
I T fora SR faeraarst & a1g o 5|

e The recurrence points to how minor tributaries and
drainage channels, which are often neglected in policy, become
debilitating choke points.
=Y GRIGRY ¥ UdT Ferdl 8 b Bt Weras Afear ok oia
freRi A9, forg SRR iforl & srcar fosam ofrar 7, 4 iR
YT §9 o1 & |

o While sheer volume explains part of the flooding,
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infrastructural weaknesses magnify the damage.
SR oA BT ST g BT U HRUT qdTd o, Ig! GIATSL eid Pt HHSINAT &ifd BT 3R
EEGIR

¢ At the Prakasam Barrage, one gate damaged last year remained unrepaired well into this
season, hampering smooth water release.

THTRM IR R, TS af effcird U e 39 4™ a6 o sifaefid g1, o ofd & gare
TaTs | ST 375 |

o Along the Godavari, floodbanks near Bhadrachalam sank or collapsed in places, raising
anxiety among residents.

& PR, USTIaH & T §1¢ JNU® deay dHs oNTg & T8 a7 ge T, Ford =i

R o feiar st

¢ Inurban areas, partly desilted drains, encroached stormwater channels, and concretised
surfaces have restricted water absorption.

B &l 7, 3fifeh wU ¥ M FMepTal T AT, sk ia Al $iR eple de! A o
SfARIYOT &1 Hfhd H |
e Overall, infrastructure exists but is not maintained or upgraded with urgency.
Fd e, SaRaT HIGG ¢ Ao 39 gRd = af ST T SfTaT § 3R A 8 Iad fohar orar g
e The disaster management apparatus in both States is mature and saved many lives.
S ISt B SATUST YA o URUS § R ST 68 ofF §aTs ¢ |
e Yet, institutions remain less agile at reducing risk. Year after year, large sums are sanctioned
for immediate relief (Telangana recently released %1 crore per district) but strengthening
floodbanks and completing diversion channels remain unfinished.

52 1Y, TR ST P HH B | HH Palfell & | YTdl-ar-TTd, depTel Ied b (oY aat ARy
Wied B S 8 (e A g1 g A ufa frem 21 wRis 9 faan), afes s1e Auw dedet
I AOGd HRAT 3R STITS el GR FHRAT SHERT I8 STl gl

e In 2024 and 2025, extreme rainfall arrived late in August and early September. Both times,
the Krishna and Godavari systems were severely strained and Vijayawada was inundated.

2024 3R 2025 T, 3AfYF I ARG & 3id 3N RYdar &1 Ywama d g5 1 A1 IR, WM 3R
ﬁmmwwmmu@aﬁ?ﬁmms‘rW|

e Both times, protests followed, highlighting incomplete Budameru works and opaque relief
fund uptake.

a1 IR, iy veRi gu, forw iR gsuv $rd SR Sy ed Y Sua wR e faan
Rgl

o Extreme rainfall cannot be prevented but its consequences can be moderated by
anticipating it.
AP qUl B AT TG o AT, Alch1 SHDb YRUTHI DI SFTAM AHR HH foal off Fohl
o

e Reservoir management, for example, needs to incorporate real-time hydrological modelling
so that water levels are drawn down before a deluge, creating flood cushions.

ITERY & fo7T, SR yeie & Saa-e18H gTgraiiored ATSTT I MfHe $H B
TG ¢ difes d1¢ T Ugd o TR HH [T o Tob 3R 1¢ I §-1E S s |

e Urban planning must prioritise drainage networks and reserve permeable land for water
absorption, moving beyond cosmetic desilting drives.

83t e o oret At Aead & urufirear S Tt Sk 5 siaxivur & fow o
TR Y B JRI&T G AT, Had TG geH DI Ade! Maiail I 31 §gd Ul

¢ Flood banks and sluices require continuous, not episodic, maintenance, and their upkeep
should be insulated from political cycles.

¢ A deadl 3R WeH!l & e FARaR YERETa &1 a=adwdl g, | fob THa-90d |, iR
I Y@IWTG B! ST ghl I AT 3G A1 |
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o Neither State is wrong to argue that extraordinary rains can overwhelm even robust systems,
but both risk fatalism if they use this as an excuse to avoid reform.

DIz it I U8 Hg B TAd el § [ SRR auf Horgd vonferal Bt Sifiyd HR It |,
AP afe 3V YR A 799 & I8 F =T & IUANT fohar wTe df ST T WigaTg & Sy o

USd g

the Rajya Sabha, on August 18, marks a

pivotal moment in India’s maritime
legislative history. Intended to repeal and replace
the Act of 1908, it comes alongside the newly
enacted Coastal Shipping Act, 2025, the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025, and the Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025, a legislative package that the
government hails as critical to streamlining
maritime governance and bringing India’s
shipping regulation in line with global practices.

T he passage of the Indian Ports Bill, 2025 in

Progress but with pitfalls

At first glance, these new laws represent a
comprehensive attempt to modernise India’s
maritime governance. India’s maritime regulation
is fragmented and outdated, with modern
shipping finance, offshore operations and
international conventions long having outpaced
the legal and operational frameworks in place.
For India to expand its trade, attract foreign
investment and enhance its maritime standing,
aligning with global best practices is indeed
necessary. In particular, the Indian Ports Act has
been hailed as a facilitative law — one that enables
ease of business, promotes sustainable port
development, and brings coherence to India’s
otherwise disjointed regulatory environment.
Even so, the Bill's passage without a serious
parliamentary debate or referral to a standing
committee raises questions, underlining the
absence of political consensus and public
scrutiny.

Notably, the Ports Act, 2025, has been
criticised for centralising power at the expense of
the States, diluting safeguards meant to protect
Indian sovereignty. Critics point to its main
feature, the Maritime State Development Council
(chaired by the Union Minister of Ports) as a
centralised policy-making authority with the
power to direct States to follow central
guidelines. Far from an illustration of cooperative
federalism, they contend, the new Ports Act is an
example of federal subordination, designed to
ensure that States align their port development
with central plans, such as Sagarmala and PM
Gati Shakti regardless of their own priorities.
Critics point to the Maritime State Development

N~
Abbhijit Singh
is a retired naval
officer and the former
Head of the Maritime
Policy Initiative at the
Observer Research

Foundation,
New Delhi

India should
modernise its
maritime
legislation, but
reform should
not be at the
expense of
federal balance
and fair
competition

Council’s structure and intent, where State
maritime boards cannot adjust their own
frameworks without central approval, as
stripping coastal States of fiscal autonomy and
flexibility, even while burdened with tight port
management responsibilities.

The criticism is not confined to federal
concerns. Experts warn that the new law
introduces vague, discretionary regulatory
powers that could saddle smaller operators with
unmanageable compliance burdens. Equally
troubling is the approach to dispute resolution:
Clause 17 of the Bill bars civil courts from hearing
port-related disputes, forcing parties into internal
dispute resolution committees created by the
very authorities they are contesting. Analysts
caution that the absence of impartial,
independent judicial review could deter private
investment and erode trust in the regulatory
system.

The issue about ownership

The Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, is not free from
flaws either. It seeks to modernise registration,
ownership rules, safety standards, environmental
obligations, and liability frameworks, with some
admittedly notable pluses: expanding vessel
definitions to cover offshore drilling units and
non-displacement crafts; tightening oversight of
maritime training institutes; and aligning India’s
liability and insurance rules with international
conventions. Yet tucked into the fine printis a
loophole in ownership safeguards. Under the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, Indian-flagged
vessels had to be fully Indian-owned. The new
Act permits “partly” Indian ownership including
by Overseas Citizens of India and foreign entities
while leaving the actual thresholds to be decided
later by government notification.

The law also formally recognises Bareboat
Charter-Cum-Demise (BBCD) registration,
intended to let Indian operators lease foreign
vessels with a view to eventual ownership. While
legitimate as a global financing tool, the BBCD
could test India’s regulatory capacity to ensure
that transfers actually occur. Without clear,
enforceable rules, foreign lessors may retain
effective control indefinitely. Further, the Act

India’s recent maritime reforms need course correction

mandates registration of all vessels, regardless of
size or propulsion, without regard to the
bureaucratic burdens that this places on small
operators. What is most troubling is that it hands
the executive a blank cheque to dilute ownership
requirements whenever convenient, raising the
risk of India sliding into a flag-of-convenience
jurisdiction where foreign owners control ships
flying the Indian flag.

Endangering smaller players

The final component of India’s maritime reform
package, the Coastal Shipping Act, ostensibly
aims to clarify and strengthen cabotage rules,
ensuring that only Indian-flagged vessels engage
in domestic coastal trade. Though
well-intentioned, it gives the Director General of
Shipping sweeping discretion to licence foreign
vessels on vague grounds such as “national
security” or “alignment with strategic plans” —
open-ended clauses that invite arbitrary or
selective application. The real burdens are likely
to fall on small operators, particularly in the
fishing industry, who will struggle to comply with
mandatory voyage and cargo reporting
requirements in the absence of clear guidance on
how such data will be used or protected.
Members of Parliament from the Opposition have
warned that the Act hands too much control to
the Centre, potentially undermining local
autonomy - a concern that applies equally to the
centrally mandated National Coastal and Inland
Shipping Strategic Plan.

None of this is to deny the need for an updated
legal framework. India certainly must modernise
its maritime legislation. But reform should not
come at the expense of federal balance and fair
competition. Ownership thresholds and licensing
rules ought to be clearly specified in law, not left
to executive discretion. As it stands, too many of
the provisions are arbitrary — from dispute
resolution that lacks judicial independence to
excluding States from any meaningful role in
planning. These measures may be a beginning,
but without significant amendments, they risk
delivering ease of doing business for the few
while eroding the federal compact and
weakening India’s long-term maritime security.

India’s recent maritime reforms need course correction

YR & 8T & I JURI B =T YR Y razaswdr

Indian Ports Bill, 2025
HRAY de3mg Ry, 2025

e The passage of the Indian Ports Bill, 2025 in the Rajya Sabha, on August 18, marks a
pivotal moment in India’s maritime legislative history.

18 3R &1 ISAFHT T YR demg A, 2025 &1 Uild gH1 YRd & st faurdt

3foreTa H T eyl &0 3|
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Intended to repeal and replace the Act of 1908, it comes alongside the newly enacted
Coastal Shipping Act, 2025, the Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025, and the Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025, a legislative package that the government hails as critical to streamlining
maritime governance and bringing India’s shipping regulation in line with global practices.

BT 354 1908 & U BT R 3R U FH=1 5, SR I8 81 ol & Siff-afia
a‘cﬁnfiﬁwaﬁrﬁuﬂ 2025, B ATH T59 919 A1 fya, 2025, 3R wfe Ruftr siftfram,
2025$mum%|sﬂﬁu@%ﬁwmuwﬁw@mmﬁaﬁww$
RfthT fram= & af¥ye gutsht & oy aM & fod Agagul T g

Progress but with pitfalls

wIfa wife sl & |y

At first glance, these new laws represent a comprehensive attempt to modernise India’s
maritime governance.

gﬁwﬁ,ﬁmww%wﬁwmaﬂmmﬁmwwmaﬁ
|

India’s maritime regulation is fragmented and outdated, with modern shipping finance,
offshore operations and international conventions long having outpaced the legal and
operatlonal frameworks in place.

o1 st o Wied ok Qe 8, Sieifs simyfier Rifti faw, sroadiy dame ok

&mﬁ@umﬂﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁ:ﬁ Eﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ erdl &1 9gd Usd UID 31 G g
For India to expand its trade, attract foreign investment and enhance its maritime standing,
aligning with global best practices is indeed necessary.

YR B 30 IR FT fIR H3, fae=h Faw sraffa v 3R oot el fRufy Sl sgm &
fore af¥yes Tafaw gursit & Sy 8191 add H SR 7
In particular, the Indian Ports Act has been hailed as a facilitative law — one that enables
ease of business, promotes sustainable port development, and brings coherence to India’s
otherwise disjointed regulatory environment.
faRIy =0 ¥, WRdH de=mg iffraw 31 U Ters SId & U H W™ g —
AT T AT GerH BT 8, Tad Sa7NE fAHRT Y FeTal <dl & 3R HRT & 30T foaR §U
BRIECACIRICRY ﬁ o ATl %I
Even so, the Bill's passage without a serious parliamentary debate or referral to a standing
committee raises questions, underlining the absence of political consensus and public
scrutiny.

i oft, TR Fudla g5 a1 —irdt wfiifa a1 Gefifa foru fom fadae &1 uifiva g1 vy Ser &,
S Iifae Feufa 3R IrdwiAe e ot srufRufa &1 Xaifdrd & gl
Notably, the Ports Act, 2025, has been criticised for centralising power at the expense of the
States, diluting safeguards meant to protect Indian sovereignty.

Ry ®U ¥, devme sifufraw, 2025 Tt STeaT TS F BT TR I F HAIHROT 3R
HRATT HUYAT b1 &7 & Y ST 7T JR&T IUTF] 1 HHGR B & g &1 718 |
Critics point to its main feature, the Maritime State Development Council (chaired by the
Union Minister of Ports) as a centralised policy-making authority with the power to direct
States to follow central guidelines.

TS S T WA, TSI I fapr ufiwg (e sieqerdr demgl & dag Hait
HXA §) B 3R IART I 5, SN A BT b1 RGN BT UTe B 7 FaT o arett
Fefipa fafmfor w31
Far from an illustration of cooperative federalism, they contend, the new Ports Act is an
example of federal subordination, designed to ensure that States align their port
development with central plans, such as Sagarmala and PM Gati Shakti regardless of their
own priorities.

D IR, I8 HEPRI TUAIG $HT IG60 To! ¢, dfch TeIg efiran &1 8, S sq e
fEome fovar man 3 fob 3rsar oot urufireranstt ot wRarg foby e srom seremg fawra
ARRAETET 3R drew nfd fe St deig Aemst & SFy B
Critics point to the Maritime State Development Council’s structure and intent, where State
maritime boards cannot adjust their own frameworks without central approval, as stripping
coastal States of fiscal autonomy and flexibility, even while burdened with tight port
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management responsibilities.

TS T I AT uRue o) TREAT 3R I Pt 3R IRT B &, ST T I S8

S Wefa & fomT 3o gial & THRITd 81 aR Gdhd, $U dek ISl B A Widdl 3R

gaﬁwmﬁ%mﬁ%@mw%, TafPp 39 R Hg §eNE UeeH o fomieriar of sreft 18
I

The criticism is not confined to federal concerns. Experts warn that the new law introduces

vague, discretionary regulatory powers that could saddle smaller operators with

unmanageable compliance burdens.

T Had FHrg fidrelt d Sfid et g1 faivg Iara-t <d § i a1 S sRuy 8k
fqam1ele e feaal U1 HRaT 8, S BIC 3ifReR! WR 38— SuTe ag STd Udbdl 5|

Equally troubling is the approach to dispute resolution: Clause 17 of the Bill bars civil courts
from hearing port-related disputes, forcing parties into internal dispute resolution committees
created by the very authorities they are contesting.

fyare gaTYT & =DHiv IHH U J RiaeHe 8: f[gus ot URT 17 ARG SeTed! &
e § Taferd faare g @ At &, o UadRI &) I WSRO gRT &Y T8 iRk
faare Ty Sfafaal § o & for ToTeR fara ST € o 3 s %8 §

Analysts caution that the absence of impartial, independent judicial review could deter private
investment and erode trust in the regulatory system.

fozave JaraHt <4 § f ey, Tda =nfie wften o srufufa st Fow & gdranfed &R
TPl g R s yurell H fayT 1 HHelR B bl ol

The issue about ownership

Hel

The Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, is not free from flaws either. It seeks to modernise
registration, ownership rules, safety standards, environmental obligations, and liability
frameworks, with some admittedly notable pluses: expanding vessel definitions to cover
offshore drilling units and non-displacement crafts; tightening oversight of maritime training
|nst|tutes and aligning India’s liability and insurance rules with international conventions.

, 2025 1} WY & Gt 81 & | T8 UohiapRuT, waTiirea foram, Ream
AT, TafeRoRT qifieEt SR daar el Bl TYfAHIHRUT FHIAT ATl o, HTHE‘TWW
YHRIAS Tgd ot §; T8Te &1 aRUTHT BT faaR v iTp=iR fgfer gfes ok A14-
e wToed &1 AT HAT;, T ufRieor IR & AR 31 HRAT; 3R URd &
Yot 3 ST Fra &) SRS T Y TR Bl
Yet tucked into the fine print is a loophole in ownership safeguards. Under the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958, Indian-flagged vessels had to be fully Indian-owned. The new Act permits
“partly” Indian ownership including by Overseas Citizens of India and foreign entities while
leaving the actual thresholds to be decided later by government notification.
A TR TraeT 7 Tarfired JRam § v fovg g1 wede Rifth srftfeem, 1958 & d&q,
YRATY &l aTel SRTol o] quid: YR W1 81T STages ol U s H 3k YR
Wit @ ergafa ) 112 B, Ford sitasdiet Rydie oifw i3 (oci) SR faceh wwrd oft
M B Tebelt §, STafh aRaATde AT a1 T ARBRY ARRGEAT §RT 00 Bt S|
The law also formally recognises Bareboat Charter-Cum-Demise (BBCD) registration,
intended to let Indian operators lease foreign vessels with a view to eventual ownership.
While legitimate as a global financing tool, the BBCD could test India’s regulatory capacity to
ensure that transfers actually occur.

BT 7 AR FT  FUREIE AER-HH-[SATST (BBCD) USiiehrUT ! HI=IT <t 7, et
IR URAR TR} o 3=l Sierel &) U W aF 3R 3ida: Wifiid g1RId &3 &1 SrgAfd
31 8| TRITY 9% U a4 dfYyes facit WeF 8, dfas BBCD HRd &1 AT &ar &t usiem o
Tl § fob 1 aad | SR BIell 6|

Without clear, enforceable rules, foreign lessors may retain effective control indefinitely.
Further, the Act mandates registration of all vessels, regardless of size or propulsion, without
regard to the bureaucratic burdens that this places on small operators.

WY 3R AL A A Fgat & fom, o=l uger SifAfda &1 d@ guret e 9918 3@ Iad
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g1 3% 3rarar, g Gt SeST & Ui &1 SifFard 9411 8, TR 37T SMTPR AT
Toied 39 i 81, f5 1 39 R e fou 6 98 B 3iTRext R faT Aeeme! 9t Sradr 8|

What is most troubling is that it hands the executive a blank cheque to dilute ownership
requirements whenever convenient, raising the risk of India sliding into a flag-of-convenience
jurisdiction where foreign owners control ships flying the Indian flag.

fedree a1d 9% § % 98 SRUIi®! &1 od 9T WA TIRgHAI B FHAR B
& foe v @l 9@ a1 B, R YR & FaT1-3iTh-=ira eR § fthaem &1 sifem
G OIIdT 8, W81 [ae=i Aifeies UReIg st arat wigTelt &1 fafid &vd g1

Endangering smaller players

Bie Raafsal #) Tar A ST

The final component of India’s maritime reform package, the Coastal Shipping Act, ostensibly
aims to clarify and strengthen cabotage rules, ensuring that only Indian-flagged vessels
engage in domestic coastal trade.

YRA & TG GUR Toel &1 3ifaw vew, dieea Rift sififay, @y ©u 3 Feew faut
1 WY AR FSlgd R DT 487 3G 3, Frad 78 R 81 9% b Paa YR &l arel sgTsl
Bl IR IS TUR | Had gl |
Though well-intentioned, it gives the Director General of Shipping sweeping discretion to
licence foreign vessels on vague grounds such as “national security” or “alignment with
strategic plans” — open-ended clauses that invite arbitrary or selective application.

gTdifh STPBT IR 33T 3, Ap U8 STV SI-Rd 3T RT3 {32 =h Serel & asdy
3 &1 TP fAIPTIBR <l 3, O 3RYY SHYRT TR — “IITTI Y& 1 Y0 drormait
F ITY W@ — I G UG T A7 FIIHD SO BT SATHAT B § |
The real burdens are likely to fall on small operators, particularly in the fishing industry, who
will struggle to comply with mandatory voyage and cargo reporting requirements in the
absence of clear guidance on how such data will be used or protected.

ARATdD S BT SHTORe], faRIv 0 I Aok SERT H, W TS S} Y& 5, S a5 Ty fa=m-
=T 9 89 IR 5 T ST 1 SUhNT a7 WRe01 ¥ fopar s, srfeard arm Sk srw faifér
STARIH AT BT UTAH IR H HiSTS gl

Members of Parliament from the Opposition have warned that the Act hands too much control
to the Centre, potentially undermining local autonomy — a concern that applies equally to the
centrally mandated National Coastal and Inland Shipping Strategic Plan.

faues 3 wiel 3 Fara-i & 2 i ug Sififgy $ & sgd sifte Mg <ar 8, e wiri
I HHIR 8l Gebell § — Ue =il Pty =7 A Sifard Wy 7ty 3R siadeita Rift
Turiferes Ao R W TEH 9 ¥ AR e B

None of this is to deny the need for an updated legal framework. India certainly must
modernise its maritime legislation. But reform should not come at the expense of federal
balance and fair competition.

T 31 I% 78l § fb ST ST el &1 STaRIhdl &I THRI oY | HRd &) A a3
T TR BT FT SNYFBIHRUT AT I1Y | AfhT R Je g wger AR Froger wlaaet
DI 1A WR el g1 AR

Ownership thresholds and licensing rules ought to be clearly specified in law, not left to
executive discretion.

Wit W 3R ArgART fAaw w1 o Wy v 3 f[Afdy 87 =ik, 7 f 3% srfufae
& fade W BIS faar W

As it stands, too many of the provisions are arbitrary — from dispute resolution that lacks
judicial independence to excluding States from any meaningful role in planning.
JaaH R H, &3 Ty 79 § — faare Ty @ o =anfie Tadsar & St §, aoR
o4} &1 Ao 99 H fordt Irdes YA J S18R @A dF |

These measures may be a beginning, but without significant amendments, they risk delivering
ease of doing business for the few while eroding the federal compact and weakening India’s
long-term maritime security.

Y JUN U YB3 8 & ©, Al 91 Hedqul I=eqt &, T $3 ANl & o TR H o
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ST UEH BRA BT SIRGH 3T &, S T JHENA BT HHSIR B & 3R HRd Bt
Qdepricrer THET & BT HHGIR Hd |
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How bail hearings take on the
garb of a trial

The UAPA prohibits a judge from granting an individual bail if, on a perusal of the police report, the judge is of

the opinion that there are ‘reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation is ... prima facie true’

Gautam Bhatia

On September 2, 2025, the Delhi High
Court dismissed the bail pleas of the
accused, Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Athar Khan, Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider, Shifa-ur-Rehman,
Mohd. Saleem Khan, and Shadab Ahmed,
in the 2020 Delhi riots case. Most of them
had been in jail without bail for at least
five years. The court rejected the claims of
the accused that delays justified bail. In
this article, dated April 7, 2022, Gautam
Bhatia explains how in cases of UAPA, the
bail hearing itself becomes the trial.
n March 24, a Sessions Court
in Delhi denied bail to Umar
Khalid as part of a set of cases
that have commonly come to
be known as “the Delhi riots cases”. The
case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was
one of the conspirators behind the
February 2020 violence in Delhi, which
had claimed more than 50 lives. For this,
Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was
charge-sheeted under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967,
and jailed pending trial. Mr. Khalid has
been in jail for over 500 days. The trial
has not yet begun.

Much has been written about the
serious problems with the manner in
which the Delhi Police has conducted its
investigation, and prosecution of the
Delhi riots: in particular, its selective
targeting of activists who were involved
with the protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act of 2019, which was the
alleged trigger for the violence, while
refraining from prosecuting individuals
who are on record delivering incendiary
speeches. The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid
highlights an equally serious problem: the
broken nature of India’s criminal justice
system.

Bail hearing becomes trial
First, consider these facts. Mr. Khalid’s
bail application was filed in July 2021. The
order denying bail was passed eight

" months later, after multiple hours-long
hearings, multiple adjournments, and
three deferrals of the order itself. It is
important to ask why an application for
bail took so many hearings and eight
months to decide: in criminal law, the
purpose of bail is to ensure that an
individual is not unjustly denied their
liberty while the trial against them is still
proceeding and their guilt has not yet
been established. As such, in normal
circumstances, courts are supposed to
consider whether an accused is a flight
risk, or is likely to tamper with evidence
or intimidate witnesses. If neither of those
dangers exist, there is no purpose in
denying an individual their freedom
before their guilt has been established in a
court. This, in other words, is the real
meaning of the hoary phrase ‘innocent
until proven guilty’.

This is where the notorious UAPA
comes in. Shorn of legalese, the UAPA
prohibits a judge from granting an
individual bail if, on a perusal of the
police diary or the police report, the
judge is of the opinion that there are
“reasonable grounds for believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie true.” The
effect of this, as the criminal legal scholar
Abhinav Sekhri has pointed out, is that
the UAPA introduces elements of the

Umar Khalid speaks at a demonstration in 2020. PTi

criminal trial into the question of bail.
There are traces of this in the Indian
Penal Code as well, for bail under serious
non-UAPA offences. This hints at a larger
problem with the criminal justice system,
of which the UAPA is only the starkest
example. Questions of guilt or innocence
are meant to be determined at the end of
a trial, after evidence has been sifted,
witnesses examined and cross-examined,
and arguments completed. The question
of guilt or innocence at the stage of bail
short-circuits that essential procedure.
But that is not the only problem with
turning bail hearings into mini-trials. The
problem is also that this mini-trial - to

borrow a colourful phrase from the U.S.
Supreme Court — licenses “one side ... to
fight freestyle, while requiring the other
to follow the Marquis of Queensberry
Rules (i.e., the rules of professional
boxing)”. What the judge has before them
is entirely one side of the case: the police
version. In a trial, the defence would be
entitled to cross-examine the
prosecution’s witnesses, determine
inconsistencies in their testimony,
examine its own witnesses, present its
own evidence, and otherwise
demonstrate that the case against the
accused has not been made out beyond
reasonable doubt. In a bail hearing, the

How bail
hearings take on
the garb of a trial

ST T
&q qPHeH &1
0 d Al 2

e The UAPA prohibits a
judge from granting an
individual bail if, on a perusal
of the police report, the judge
is of the opinion that there are
‘reasonable grounds for
believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie
true’

gudie i o fas
Flad &) SHMd &7 A Abal &
gfe gfera Rl &1 @ & a1
e &1 98 Ad 8l fb
AR R YT 3 &
3Ifaa ey & 3R U8
TYHTTAT HEl @

Delhi High Court Bail
Pleas Dismissal in 2020
Delhi Riots Case

2020 feeeht S & ATHe A
faweh g€ #I gRT SHId
Tifrera B @it

e On September 2,
2025, the Delhi High Court
dismissed the bail pleas of the
accused, Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Athar Khan,
Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider,
Shifa-ur-Rehman, Mohd.
Saleem Khan, and Shadab
Ahmed, in the 2020 Delhi
riots case.

2 fydax 2025 &) feweht 818
FI¢ 7 2020 feweht S &
HHe # IR SAR Wifere,
YRS SHM, 3YR G,
@i AW, qafte=m
IGHM, HIgWIE T W=
3R TSI 3EWE $ A
TifepTd WIS B |
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Most of them had been in jail without bail for at least five years.

S0 9 3T HH A HH Ui AT I foH1 SHAT & S | Y|

The court rejected the claims of the accused that delays justified bail.

STETEd A SRITR & S GTd B MRS B &1 b T8 STHTa 3t 3R a8 81

In this article, dated April 7, 2022, Gautam Bhatia explains how in cases of UAPA, the bail
hearing itself becomes the trial.

Y AG H, O 7 S0d 2022 B USRI g3 T, Tad Hifedr sard & fos gudie (UAPA) &
Ad B, ST aTs 8 gPeh | 9gd ordl 3|

On March 24, a Sessions Court in Delhi denied bail to Umar Khalid as part of a set of
cases that have commonly come to be known as “the Delhi riots cases”.

24 9 31, fwelt Ft A3 I 7 IWR Wifvrg &1 37 Al & 8 & U & 537 o @
HR PR g1 e SmHdR R “feeeh & & wrer Her ord 21

The case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was one of the conspirators behind the February
2020 violence in Delhi, which had claimed more than 50 lives.

gt &1 ATaen I8 o1 foh off Wrfere weast 2020 fawedt fEar & vedamiival & 3 us 3, o
50 T 3HfUd AN B! o 718 At

For this, Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was charge-sheeted under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967, and jailed pending trial.

9% forg, ot @nfere Ofgd &3 o Al W IR fafaftrar (Fraron siftifaw (uaPA),
1967 & T8d TTSIRIE SIS Pt T3 3R hed B YA db oid ol 14T

Mr. Khalid has been in jail for over 500 days. The trial has not yet begun.

st @fere 500 f=1 A Siftres THg @ 9a & 8| YHeHT 34 9F = T81 g3 7|

Much has been written about the serious problems with the manner in which the Delhi
Police has conducted its investigation and prosecution of the Delhi riots.

faeeht gfer g1 et <k ) witer 3R ST ) wifshan & Hi iR Hwanaif W wgd
F3 foraT S g g |

In particular, its selective targeting of activists who were involved with the protests
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act of 2019, which was the alleged trigger for the
violence, while refraining from prosecuting individuals who are on record delivering
incendiary speeches.

TGIR TR, IT 2019 P ARG AT (HNe) fAFaH & Rgare ue=f=i & =nfire
PrdGalel B gi-igl ¥ A =T g1, S HUd 9 9§91 &1 HRU 9, J&fe 39 Afaqdl
TR GHeHT Tt Il o Wdo-eh U F HSHTS HITUT < §U RPpIs W B

The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid highlights an equally serious problem: the broken nature of
India’s criminal justice system.

ot wWrfere Y S A e J Ue It € R TE ISR B §: URd B TR =g
yurTel 1 gel-wet fRufa|

Bail Hearing Becomes Trial

ST YaTs §Peh § gad Sl @

First, consider these facts. Mr. Khalid’s bail application was filed in July 2021. The order
denying bail was passed eight months later, after multiple hours-long hearings, multiple
adjournments, and three deferrals of the order itself.

T Ugd 371 al R faR &3 1 ot |ferg & sma Sroff Jars 2021 & giad &1 18 ot
ST WISl B3 BT M TS HEA 918 UId g3, e &3 wie ol gaTs, o IR '
3R TR BT <fiF TR CTeT =M |

It is important to ask why an application for bail took so many hearings and eight months to
decide: in criminal law, the purpose of bail is to ensure that an individual is not unjustly
denied their liberty while the trial against them is still proceeding and their guilt has not yet
been established.

Ig IE- He@yul ¢ fo STHd &1 oroff IR el d=- § Sa-t iferes gAaTs 3R 313 Hg &f
1 & faftl & SHa &1 3539 I8 YA HRA1 § [ Gaveh & SRidTe! & GRF 3R ofd ddb
SRTY g 7181 g, fonsdt afaa &t samayul a¥ies & ST wadadr § dfed = fovar S|
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As such, in normal circumstances, courts are supposed to consider whether an accused is a
flight risk, or is likely to tamper with evidence or intimidate witnesses.

T ORI B, SiTerd B I8 R ST ST & o T SR BRI 1 T @ 8, a1
mammmmﬁ YHBT|

If neither of those dangers exist, there is no purpose in denying an individual their freedom
before their guilt has been established in a court. This, in other words, is the real meaning of
the phrase ‘innocent until proven guilty’.

g 399 9 BIg W1 HIGG Tol 8, 1 SfaTad § o1y Rig g1 9 ugd fovlt aafda &t 3wt
WAd ¥ dfTd A T Pl S 61 81 gk Weal H, T8 ‘S g g1 a& Fighw amiw
&1 arafa® 3 g

This is where the notorious UAPA comes in. Shorn of legalese, the UAPA prohibits a judge
from granting an individual bail if, on a perusal of the police diary or the police report, the
judge is of the opinion that there are “reasonable grounds for believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie true.”

7€) 98 WS § S81 $OAId qUATT (UAPA) 31T 8 | BT HINT & W, UAPA et =araneier a1
Tt safad 1 Sd 3 ¥ e ¢ afe g ST a1 Rl 3@ IR aranei=r 98 I &1 §
% SRIT “yyw TFar 9 9= & forg 3Ra R v&d ¢

The effect of this, as Abhinav Sekhri has pointed out, is that the UAPA introduces
elements of the criminal trial into the question of bail.

SIS 3R, ST % ST Vet A 9a1 &, I8 © fb UAPA STHTFA & U9 | SITRTIYS Gahegd
¥ dcdl B A HR AT B

There are traces of this in the Indian Penal Code as well, for bail under serious non-UAPA
offences. This hints at a larger problem with the criminal justice system, of which the UAPA
is only the starkest example

TS $S I URAG &8 wigar & of urg of1d 8, 51a MR TR-gudie sroRrel & s < St
21 I8 SMURTIRI® <A1 YUTTell U Sot AT P 3R IURT HT 7, e’ T8 Wy I
UAPA g1

Questions of guilt or innocence are meant to be determined at the end of a trial, after
evidence has been sifted, withesses examined and cross-examined, and arguments
completed. The question of guilt or innocence at the stage of bail short-circuits that essential
procedure.

St a1 fAeiy g9 &1 U gohed & ofd § o fovdn o1 31y, 5id Ied! &1 Siid 81 g1 g,
TaTe! ¥ YBArs R Uiaudian 81 It 51 SR 969 O 81 91 51| S & 9R0T H i a1 e
B BT Uy I HTaRIH Ufehd1 Bl Blel R Sl g |

But that is not the only problem with turning bail hearings into mini-trials. The problem is also
that this mini-trial licenses “one side ... to fight freestyle, while requiring the other to
follow the Marquis of Queensberry Rules (rules of professional boxing)”.

QA THFT GaTs B BIC G | Faa Bt T8 3fdhell IHWT el ¢ | g0 g ot § fob a5
forfl-crad Us uet B “iReTsd de @) SrgHfa 3T 8, 9TafP GO B Marquis of
Queensberry Rules (URdR FIfRIT & fraw)” &1 UreH B3 & 7T HolaR Rl 8|

What the judge has before them is entirely one side of the case: the police version. In a trial,
the defence would be entitled to cross-examine witnesses, present evidence, and contest
inconsistencies. In a bail hearing, the defence can do none of that.

rATERT & WA et AT BT TP U BIaT §: Gierd BT Wb0T| e 1, 19 U8 Hi
TaTel A fORE #31, Iad Ugd $37, 3R faRiemyry &) gt 39 &1 fER gidr 8 1 SHHa
JaTs § 9919 U8 399 A $© it T8 HR AHhlT|

The starting point of the bail hearing is the presumption that everything in the police
report is true. Based on that presumption, all the two sides can then argue about is whether
the legal ingredients of the offence are fulfilled — or, in rare cases, whether the facts
themselves are self-contradictory or implausible.

ST GdTs 1 RS fig I8 gduUron gidl 3 f gfey Rl S R am w8139
AR & 3MYR W, THI U Had 39 IR I89 HR Thd & 19 T RTY & B dd W 81d &
— g1 goH AHal §, 11 9 WY faRturuwdt ar sifysria |1

To use an analogy, it is like holding a debate between two sides, stopping it after one side
finishes, allowing the other side to pose two or three questions but not say anything more,
and then deciding whether the motion passes or falls.
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T I<TER0 P dR W, TE U1 § Wi &1 U&T & oI 989 PHaTs iU, T Ue] WH B & &I
eY A &} ST, G¥R U& P Had &l 1 dH UY IB B AR < oY, Al $3 3R T Fed
fear S, 3R fbr a9 fopan wie o uRarg uiid gid & a1 iR 81

Such a system might possibly be defensible

T yorelt GYad: 919 99 8 Hhdt &

Such a system might possibly be defensible in a situation where criminal justice was swift,
efficient, and trustworthy.

Tt goneRt Yyad: 39 Rl & Sara 3 g1 Al § O SITURTIIG =74 oof, $A SR [y
Gl

If, for example, criminal trials habitually concluded within six months, it might just be possible
to argue that in terrorism cases, six months of pretrial incarceration is a painful but
proportionate price to pay (in my opinion, it is still unjustifiable, but there is at least a case to
be made).

g IaTERUI & Ay, STIRIAS oheH AMEHIG: B8 WelHl § THI 81 offd, ol I8 d ol 94
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However, that is not the case in India: a UAPA trial takes years — often more than 10 years.
BT, URa § T 7Y 8: U QUAT heHT FHS I8 dch Ieldl § — R 10 IO F 34 |
In such a situation, the court’s decision on bail, de facto, becomes the decision on the case:
the denial of bail means that a person is likely to spend a decade or more behind bars, as the
trial winds on.

oot fRUfY &, S W sreTad &1 fFfg, axga:, THa W 8 ol 99 91 8 SHHd ¥ 3R
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And given the UAPA’s abysmally low conviction rates, the trial will likely end in acquittal.

3R qUUIY Y 98¢ $U UG & B S gU, THeHT THId: S 814 IR g1 GHT ghT |

This explains why bail hearings take so long_
g gdTdT g % STHFT G918 | 3991 99g T o1aT 8

This, thus, explains why bail hearings take so long, and are so convoluted (although there is
still little excuse for the eight-month-long process in Mr. Khalid’s case).

UE ST © fob ST Y1aTs S il il <rerdl & SR gt Sifed &1 gid § (gTatifes 4t
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Both the defence and the prosecution know that the outcome of the bail hearing is, for all
practical effects, the outcome of the case itself.

Fa1d U&f 3R SHISH SHI STHd & fob ST GAaTS 1 IR0, 168G € §, A19d &1 8t
gRomd g1

The result of the denial of bail is, functionally, the same as the result of a finding of guilt: a
decade-plus in jail.

gmﬁmwuﬁwm,m%wﬁ,aﬁ%@%uﬁmﬂmﬁ%wmﬁaﬂw
|

But, as we have seen, while the denial of bail is effectively a finding of guilt, it has none of the
safeguards that criminal law puts into place before an actual finding of guilt.

Afer=1, SR fob 899 3T €, ST I S9BR a¥da: VRIS 8, TR STH 3 YRET IUTg el € o
TR HTA TRAAD RIS & U AR T 8

The accused is first gagged from contesting the police’s version and is then condemned for
not being able to disprove the police’s case.

SR B UG Gferd & B0l BT faR1e X F AT o1l § 3R R gferd & A &1 @it
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Rank injustice
Y ™
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¢ In a notorious judgment in National Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali
(2019), the Supreme Court made a bad situation even worse by forbidding the lower courts
from scrutinising in depth even the police case.

WY TolY ST SR 31gWe TS geTelt (2019) H U 9 haa H, gt #1d 3

fracht sreTad! o gierd ITHd &t T8 Sifd - 9 b g1 UM BT 3R off agar & feam

e This leads to absurd situations like Mr. Khalid’'s bail order.
T 4t Wi & T TSR oI 9g! FRuferat OaT gl g

e A reading of the bail order shows that the court reproduces various allegations against Mr.
Khalid — some of them hearsay (inadmissible during trial) and some extremely implausible;
dismisses the defence’s challenges without engagement; and then denies bail.
ST SR Ug- 9 Ul el § 1o SfeTerd = ot Wiferg & Raares i SRl &1 gg=mar —
S A o2 Gh-grg ard ff (S g & sl ®) R $o 3rid Hfaww-ig; s=rd ugf bt
St &t fomT faar forr wmiet & faa; STk i a9 SR 3 e

e Lawyers and legal scholars may disagree over whether the UAPA actually requires the courts
to become stenographers for the prosecution, even under existing legal doctrine.
goid 3R fafd fagH 39 W 3/Igyd 81 Iovd § % o1 ada & quuie sigrad! o SifirisH &1
= 99 & o a1e v €, W 8t Hislel BAT Rigial & dgal

e The point, however, is that for all the reasons we have discussed above, the result is rank
injustice.
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Reforming the criminal justice system

STURTIYS =TT YOIt § R

o Reforming the criminal justice system is the task of many years.
STURTIIP =T oITelt H YUR &g a8 b1 H gl

¢ In the immediate future, however, it is at least possible to curtail the manner in which the
UAPA plays havoc with the lives of so many individuals.
BTl Mebe yfasy § o0 I &1 I8 ¥4 g 1o o IR ¥ JuUIY 3He il & Siiad o
Jalfe BT 8, I WA famam o 9o |

e Striking down or reading down its bail prohibitions and subjecting the police case to stricter
scrutiny during bail hearings would be a start.
! ST Tl e i &1 I w3 a1 WP HRAT SR SHAd YAaTs & R e Jra
P T S HRAT Uh J[B3ATA gl

¢ It remains to be seen whether the judiciary has the will and the inclination to do so.

I8 T ST § b 1 ATauTiereT # U8 3 $1 397 3R FHhIa g

Cabinet approves 1,500 cr. scheme for critical minerals recycling

€ Hindu bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday
approved a %1,500-crore
incentive scheme to deve-

lop recycling capacity in
the country for the separa-
tion and production of crit-
ical minerals from secon-
dary sources.

Recycling of critical
minerals entails recovery
of critical minerals from

end-of-life products such
as copper, lithium, nickel,
cobalt and rare earth ele-
ments. The incentive
would form part of the Na-
tional Critical Mineral Mis-
sion (NCMM), which seeks
to build domestic capacity

and supply chain resilience
in critical minerals.

Set with a tenure of six
years from FY2025-26 to
2030-31, e-waste, lithium-
ion battery (LIB) scrap, and
other stock as catalytic
convertors in end-oflife

vehicles would qualify as
eligible feedstock.

The scheme earmarks
one-third of the total out-
lay to small and new benef-
iciaries although benefici-
aries may include both
large and established recy-

clers. The government has
specified that incentives
would be accorded to eligi-
ble entities for investments
in new units as well as for
expansion, modernisation
or diversification of exist-
ing units.

Cabinet approves 1,500 cr. scheme for critical minerals
recycling
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday approved a
¥1,500-crore incentive scheme to develop recycling capacity in the country for the
separatlon and production of critical minerals from secondary sources.

YT % W BT sremerar H Fea U A §YAR B 21,500 FIS BT WeATS FIeT
ﬁnqﬁa‘? RireT 3239 2% & Heeayol @RI B fgdiam Sidi @ Sie B AR I &
foe gl ur erva fas g w81
Recycling of critical minerals entails recovery of critical minerals from end-of-life
products such as copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt and rare earth elements.

3 SR, frfram, fre, FiaTee 3R ¥R Y Tferdey o Ts-
3TP-ATSH TSI I He@qul Wioll o1 Repadt mida g1
The incentive would form part of the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM), which
seeks to build domestic capacity and supply chain resilience in critical minerals.

g WeATE IT§Ta Ageaqut 1 fee g, forrenT S Aewyl
TSI # TR & 3R g o aearas S 3

Set with a tenure of six years from FY2025-26 to 2030-31, e-waste, lithium-ion battery
(LIB) scrap, and other stock as catalytic converters in end-of-life vehicles would qualify as
eligible feedstock.

fara af 2025-26 | 2030-31 TF &1 T T FI Ay % forg Fuila 39 Ao & d8d 5-a%,
ffram-amaa et (Taemgdl) By iR TS-3iTh-aTsh areg-il & beried d-acd oy 3
TP P U WGP & =0 H [T SE |

The scheme earmarks one-third of the total outlay to small and new beneficiaries
although beneficiaries may include both Ia;%;and established recyclers.

o | $d 9 &1 Th-fagTs fewan Sie Sk =g arurial & fo Meffea fovar wan g, sraifes
It o 93 iR wutfa Sargaert «ff wnfia 81 9wa §

The government has specified that incentives would be accorded to eligible entities for
investments in new units as well as for expansion, modernisation or diversification of
existing units.
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Incessant rains, extreme cold
wreak havoc on coftee heartland

Mini Tejaswi monsoon has hit the plan-  and Robusta have been af-
BENGALURU tations when the blossom fected. The net impact will

India’s coffee heartland,

fruit setting itself was
much below expectations

be known after a few
weeks,”” he added.

comprising Chikmagaluru, this year in most coffee- B. Shivakumaraswamy,
Coorg and Hassan districts growing areas, due tolong-  Joint Director, Coffee
of Karnataka, has been stayed summer showers Board confirmed that this
pounded by incessant during April and May, Mr.  year premature berry drop

rains, besides extreme
cold weather and lack of
sunlight in more than three
months, resulting in heavy
damage to coffee planta-

A black rot-affected Arabica
coffee plant. BY ARRANGEMENT

Rao explained.

Sahadev Balakrishna,
Coffee Committee Chair-
man, United Planters’ As-
sociation of South India

was higher than usual due
to continuous rains.

As per Coffee Board’s
post-blossom estimate for
2025-26, the country was

tions and an estimated pro- (UPASI), said, continuous likely to produce 4,03,000
duction loss of up to 30%, and black rot disease [fun-  rain for over the last three  metric tonnes of coffee,
according to the Karnataka  gal] have become uncon- months has drastically af- comprising 1,18,125 (MT) of
Planters Association (KPA).  trollable due to heavy rain-  fected plantations. arabica and 2,84,875 (MT).

Arvind Rao, Chairman, fall. Growers are unable to “The growers were un- The coftee region has al-

Karnataka Planters’ Asso-
ciation (KPA) said the unre-

spray fungicide to control
the disease due to non-

able to take up timely plant
protection measures. So

ready received 20% excess
rain compared with the an-

lenting rains have wreaked stop rains for months. In  the incidence of black rot, nual average, and more

havoc for coffee growers in  this scenario, we are ex- leaf rot, fruit rot, berry rains are forecast through-

the coffee heartland of the  pecting crop loss in the drop and stalk rot has in-  out September, said Bose

country. range of 20-30%.” creased. We expect adrop  Mandanna, member, Cof-
“Coffee berry droppings Early and excessive in crop as both Arabica fee Board.

Incessant rains, extreme cold wreak havoc on coffee

heartland

AR TR, AfUD 8 3 BIwt & | B JIurdm

o India’s coffee heartland, comprising Chikmagaluru, Coorg and Hassan districts of
Karnataka, has been pounded by incessant rains, besides extreme cold weather and lack
of sunlight in more than three months, resulting in heavy damage to coffee plantations and
an estimated production loss of up to 30%, according to the Karnataka Planters
Association (KPA).

YR & BIet &=, oo

, o1 3R g1 R (@=ifew) nfia §, e &= wdi=i

W TR TR, Sr@fe 38 3R YU Bt HHL & HRU THTA 81 38 &, o BIB] aEm=i o
R THIM g3 § 3R AT 30% dP IUTS 81 85 ¢, I8 JIHBR! Hled WicH
TIIRIERM (KPA) = €T

e Arvind Rao, Chairman, Karnataka Planters’ Association (KPA) said the unrelenting rains
have wreaked havoc for coffee growers in the coffee heartland of the country.

3R 9, e, PP Wicd THREH

&7 § PP SUTEH! & AT Her T fear |
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o “Coffee berry droppings and black rot disease [fungal] have become uncontrollable due to
heavy rainfall. Growers are unable to spray fungicide to control the disease due to nonstop
rains for months. In this scenario, we are expecting crop loss in the range of 20-30%.”

“PHIHT A FRAT SR AP e IR [GIra] URT qIR=T &
AR HelH! 0@ g3 SRR & SR SHART BT FEfHd a3 & oy

PR G0 Q SR B MW | | frar
i CAONEECACEE]

PR U &1 39 RURT H, 8H 20-30% P! BHA I BT IFE B I8

o Early and excessive monsoon has hit the plantations when the blossom fruit setting itself
was much below expectations this year in most coffee-growing areas, due to long-stayed
summer showers during April and May, Mr. Rao explained.

3reff 3R 3R A 3 IFTHI ) UIfad fban 8, oa 59 oY 31Ty S1wl Sdre & o

“The energy
transition is
now a national
security issue’

Oil guzzler: India’s rapid consumption growth has been
inflated by huge imports of discounted Russian oil. AFp

LITTLETON, COLORADO

India’s public flogging over its imports of
sanctioned Russian oil has been a painful
reminder that energy policy is a matter of
national security, increasing the attractiveness of
domestic energy sources.

The world’s most populous country relies on
imports for nearly 90% of its crude oil supplies,
making it dependent on world markets for the
fuels, chemicals and other refined products
needed to run its economy.

But when it comes to electricity, India is far
more self-reliant.

Roughly 70% of India’s electricity comes from
coal, around 90% of which is locally mined, while
surging home-grown clean power accounts for
most of the remainder.

As aresult, the power industry is better
insulated than refiners from supply shocks and
geopolitical entanglements. It’s also easier to
influence via policy tweaks and is a more reliable
long-term generator of tax revenue and jobs.

In total, this makes India’s power sector -
rather than its oil refining industry - a more
attractive foundation for the country’s future
national energy strategy.

With roughly 50 million cars and nearly 300
million motor bikes and scooters in operation,
there’s little prospect of India being able to
meaningfully reduce its oil dependence any time
soon. That said, India’s apparent oil addiction
may not be as strong as it seems.

Between 2021 and 2024 India’s, oil
consumption expanded at an annual average rate
of 4.4% a year, data from the Energy Institute
shows.

That was by far the fastest growth among the
10 largest oil-consuming nations during this
period and well above the global annual average
of 3.0%.

India’s rapid consumption growth has
arguably been artificially inflated by the huge
increases in its imports of discounted Russian oil.

Too good to refuse

Details on the actual prices that India has paid for
Russian oil since 2022 are not available, but the
rapid reconfiguration of India’s import mix
suggests that Russian oil was offered at prices too
good to refuse.

Given the international hostility that India is
facing over its reliance on Russian oil, it seems
unlikely that India’s government would base its
energy strategy moving forward on aggressive oil
consumption and greater import dependence.

In contrast, Indian authorities, who have
supported the rapid electrification of transport

Td 3R B T DI Ufohar i 3R 7S § g8 @d 9Hg a Tal Tl it
IR & HRUT I W H1H1 HA A, ot 79 = FHm|

e Sahadev Balakrishna, Coffee Committee Chairman, United Planters’
Association of South India (UPASI), said, continuous rain for over the last three
months has drastically affected plantations.

Tged IIAPWl, HIW! AT e, TATICS WicH TAIRITIM ATE ATSY
gfeaT (UPASI) A %81 & ied I 98141 § TR g8 9IRS A Il &1 iR =0
I yifad faar g1

o “The growers were unable to take up timely plant protection measures.
So the incidence of black rot, leaf rot, fruit rot, berry drop and stalk rot has
increased. We expect a drop in crop as both Arabica and Robusta have been
affected. The net impact will be known after a few weeks,” he added.

fHT T TR MY WREUT IUTT &l IR UIY | SUfU s e, A e, e e,
A9 AT 3R Teep e ) T g TS | 5 SRIIT SR e Al 3 it
B & HRU A B HH &1 IEIE 81 3BT 3HfIH SRR $S gUd! a1e udl Fer,”
EEdREal

e B. Shivakumaraswamy, Joint Director, Coffee Board confirmed that
this year premature berry drop was higher than usual due to continuous rains.

T fFeR®, HIwt 918 7 I 3! {6 39 98 Tmar arfesr
%Wsmﬁﬁﬁww@rmw

e As per Coffee Board’s post-blossom estimate for 2025-26, the country
was likely to produce 4,03,000 metric tonnes of coffee, comprising 1,18,125
(MT) of arabica and 2 84,875 (MT).

PG 9IS & URE-sA1GT AT & TR 2025-26 T X 4,03,000 Hifew e
PP TG B B! JHGT &, FoTIH 1,18,125 (MT) 3RTIHT 3R 2,84,875 (MT)
M |

e The coffee region has already received 20% excess rain compared with
the annual average, and more rains are forecast throughout September, said
Bose Mandanna, member, Coffee Board.

HIP! &7 T Ugd &1 arffer 3fia &1 a1 F 20% 3ifire a1 81 ot § iR
@g@ﬁmﬁaﬁ?mﬁmsﬁaﬁﬁmiwmmm,w,ﬁﬁ
|

- The energy transition is now a national
security issue’

ot TR 31 YT YR BT HET &

¢ India’s public flogging over its imports of sanctioned Russian oil has
been a painful reminder that energy policy is a matter of national security,
increasing the attractiveness of domestic energy sources.

YR & Ufdafa ©dt 9d & SATaTd D! A g8 ATde-1d Tl - I8 qoA1D
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fleets, appliances and industrial processes, are
more likely to continue backing the build-out of
more electricity supplies to help drive future
economic growth.

Geopolitical tensions may therefore turn out to
be a powerful catalyst for speeding up the energy
transition if energy independence becomes
necessary for national security.
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The world’s most populous country relies on imports for nearly 90% of its crude oil
supplies, making it dependent on world markets for the fuels, chemicals and other
refined products needed to run its economy.

ST BT TR 3 STHEET AT S0 (U 90% Fad dd B MY & 1T Smard W R
FR &, o I8 U1 Srfeqawt &1 I & AT Saxge e, 7O 3R o= ufvspa
Iarel & forg fay ARl w R 8 S 3

But when it comes to electricity, India is far more self-reliant.

Qfep o1 1d foTedt 31 311clt B, @ YRd P! 88 db STAr1HR B

Roughly 70% of India’s electricity comes from coal, around 90% of which is locally mined,
while surging home-grown clean power accounts for most of the remainder.

TR 70% HIRA Bt farorelt HIad ¥ ofcfl 8, FoRH I T 90% RIT-H G ¥ UIwd Bidll 5,
SIS U FTS Sl BT Tl [oedl A SMYf HAT 5|
As a result, the power industry is better insulated than refiners from supply shocks and
geopolitical entanglements. It’s also easier to influence via policy tweaks and is a more
rellable long-term generator of tax revenue and jobs.
9 uRUTIERY, fa $Q IR TS AP 3R Wﬁmmﬁ@rﬁ‘mﬁﬁﬁwﬁ
YR PRIAa g < Aot SeeTal 3 HEH A FHITd BT 1 S € AR U8 R e
IR B o1 Uw 31 fRya-ig Seafes 9 |
In total, this makes India’s power sector — rather than its oil refining industry — a more
attractive foundation for the country’s future national energy strategy.

el fHerepR, T5 HIRA & fasTelt & &1 32 1 Hidwy 1 IUgta et Iurifar o forg der
Wﬁﬁﬂwﬂﬁwﬁ 3P MTHYD YR T & |
With roughly 50 million cars and nearly 300 million motor bikes and scooters in operation,
there’s little prospect of India being able to meaningfully reduce its oil dependence any time
soon.
YT 5 BRIS PIY 3R 30 B HITHZP A 3R [pex 9d I8 814 & HRUT Fdhe Hiaw o
YR & fog oot aer W ke &1 aide © 0 8 $1 S 31 GUIE-1 9gd FH 8
That said, India’s apparent oil addiction may not be as strong as it seems.
R 1, URA &1 TP ad B Ad I+ Golgd el 8l Fabalt fora-T 98 et 7
Between 2021 and 2024, India’s oil consumption expanded at an annual average rate of
4.4% a year, data from the Energy Institute shows.
2021 %2024%&%, Foll AR & 3B & AR YR DI 9d TUd 4.4% TS 3Td
WU TG
That was by far the fastest growth among the 10 largest oil-consuming nations during this
period and well above the global annual average of 3.0%.

Tg 39 a1y & SR 10 TaH TS ad SUHIT HIA a1 SN 7 3d 9 F! o e g
3R afYye e sirad 3.0% T T e ot

India’s rapid consumption growth has arguably been artificially inflated by the huge
increases in its imports of discounted Russian oil.

HYRA DI a0l GUd Jfex BT SUP Fe aTd w4l ddd & Td § YR IoIa] A GHId: $AH 4
q g1 fear g

Too good to refuse

ST 3T o6 |71 BT giRewd

Details on the actual prices that India has paid for Russian oil since 2022 are not available,
but the rapid reconfiguration of India’s import mix suggests that Russian oil was offered at
prices too good to refuse.

2022 ¥ 3§ % YRA A T 9d & AT ST PG IBTS o, ST ARV Jua e} &, AfhT
YR & 3ATaTd fIYor & A% Gia- ¥ udl Iadr § for et 9a a-1t oH S 1val W o= fHar
a1 % 741 B g AT

Given the international hostility that India is facing over its reliance on Russian oil, it
seems unlikely that India’s government would base its energy strategy moving forward on
aggressive oil consumption and greater import dependence.

= 9d R F1RaT B dHR YR BT 517 SIS faRie BT AT 31 U XeT 8, I I3
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In contrast, Indian authorities, who have supported the rapid electrification of transport
fleets, appliances and industrial processes, are more likely to continue backing the build-
out of more electricity supplies to help drive future economic growth

S fAURid, YRR wTireRor, g4 uivag a4t SusHRuN SR et uftransii &
fggdie~ur &1 g e 2, Wi & anfife gfe &) o) 9er & wee B & R o
fastelt amufef ¥ Frmfor o1 T T W@ F GHE T B

Geopolitical tensions may therefore turn out to be a powerful catalyst for speeding up the
energy transition if energy mdependence becomes necessary for national security.
Sfe, Afe YT YR&M & [T Sl FdaTdl AP 51 Sl §, dl YRS a=1d Sl
REdT B ao B & (oY T AN SR AIfad g1 Tl g
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Construction intensifies at site linked to
Israel’s suspected nuclear programme

Experts say the ongoing construction at the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center could be for nuclear arms assembly, or, considering

its site, vast construction area, and many floors, it could be a new heavy water reactor — a crucial material for producing nuclear weapons

Associated Press
DUBAI

onstruction work

has intensified on a

major new struc-
ture at a facility key to Is-
rael’s long-suspected atom-
ic weapons programme,
according to satellite imag-
es analysed by experts.
They say it could be a new
reactor or a facility to as-
semble nuclear arms — but
secrecy shrouding the pro-
gramme makes it difficult
to know for sure.

The work at the Shimon
Peres Negev Nuclear Re-
search Center near the city
of Dimona will renew ques-
tions about Israel’s widely
believed status as West
Asia’s only nuclear-armed
State.

It could also draw inter-
national criticism, espe-
cially since it comes after
Israel and the United States
bombed nuclear sites
across Iran in June over
their fears that the Islamic
Republic could use its en-
richment facilities to pur-
sue an atomic weapon.
Among the sites attacked
was Iran’s heavy water
reactor at Arak.

Seven experts who exa-
mined the images said they
believed the construction
was related to Israel’s long-
suspected nuclear wea-
pons programme, given its
proximity to the reactor at
Dimona, where no civilian
power plant exists. Howev-
er, they split on what the
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This 1971 spy satellite photograph, later declassified by the U.S. government, shows what now is known

]

as the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center near the city of Dimona in Israel. ap

new construction could
be. Three said the location
and size of the area under
construction and the fact
that it appeared to have
multiple floors meant the
most likely explanation for
the work was the construc-
tion of a new heavy water
reactor. Such reactors can
produce plutonium and
another material key to nu-
clear weapons. The other
four acknowledged it could
be a heavy water reactor
but also suggested the
work could be related to a
new facility for assembling
nuclear weapons. They de-
clined to be definitive given
the construction was still
in an early stage.

“It’s probably a reactor
- that judgement is cir-
cumstantial but that’s the

nature of these things,”
said Jeffrey Lewis, an exp-
ert at the James Martin
Center for Nonprolifera-
tion Studies at the Middle-
bury Institute of Interna-
tional Studies, who based
his assessment on the im-
ages and Dimona’s history.
“It’s very hard to imagine it
is anything else.”

Israel does not confirm
or deny having atomic
weapons, and its govern-
ment did not respond to
requests for comment.

The AP first reported on
excavations at the facility,
some 90km south of Jeru-
salem, in 2021. Then, satel-
lite images only showed
workers digging a hole
some 150 m long and 60 m
wide near the site’s origi-
nal heavy water reactor.

Images taken on July 5
by Planet Labs PBC show
intensified construction at
the site of the dig. Thick
concrete retaining walls
seem to be laid at the site,
which appears to have
multiple floors under-
ground. Cranes loom
overhead.

There’s no containment
dome or other features
typically associated with a
heavy water reactor now
visible at the site. However,
one could be added later
or a reactor could be de-
signed without one.

Dimona’s current heavy
water reactor, which came
online in the 1960s, has
been operating far longer
than most reactors of the
same era. That suggests it
will need to be replaced or

retrofitted soon.

“It’s tall, which you
would expect, because the
reactor core is going to be
pretty tall,” Mr. Lewis said.
“Based on the location,
size and general lack of
construction there, it's
more likely a reactor than
anything.”

Edwin Lyman, a nuclear
expert at the Cambridge,
Massachusetts-based Un-
ion of Concerned Scien-
tists, also said the new con-
struction could be a
box-shaped reactor that
does not have a visible con-
tainment dome, though he
acknowledged the lack of
transparency made it diffi-
cult to be certain.

Israel “doesn’t allow any
international inspections
or verification of what it’s
doing, which forces the pu-
blic to speculate,” said Mr.
Lyman.

While details about Di-
mona remain closely held
secrets in Israel, a whistle-
blower in the 1980s re-
leased details and photos
of the facility that led ex-
perts to conclude that Is-
rael had produced dozens
of nuclear warheads.

“If it’s a heavy water
reactor, they are seeking to
maintain the capability to
produce spent fuel that
they then can process to
separate plutonium for
more nuclear weapons,”
said Daryl G. Kimball, the
executive director of the
Washington-based Arms
Control Association. “Or

Construction intensifies at site linked to Israel’s

suspected nuclear programme

they are building a facility
to maintain their arsenal or
build additional
warheads.”

Israel, like India and Pa-
kistan, is believed to rely
on a heavy water reactor to
make its nuclear weapons.
The reactors can be used
for scientific purposes, but
plutonium - which causes
the nuclear chain reaction
needed in an atomic bomb
— is a byproduct of the pro-
cess. Tritium is another by-
product and can be used to
boost the explosive yield of
warheads.

Given the secrecy of Is-
rael’s programme, it re-
mains difficult to estimate
just how many nuclear
weapons it possesses. The
Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tists in 2022 put the num-
ber at around 90
warheads.

Obtaining more tritium
to replace decaying mate-
rial may be the reason for
the construction at Dimo-
na, as Mr. Lyman noted it
decays 5% each year.

“If they're building a
new production reactor,”
he said, “it doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they're look-
ing to expand the plutoni-
um they have, but to
manufacture tritium.”

Israel is believed to have
begun building the nuclear
site in the desert in the late
1950s after facing several
wars with its Arab neigh-
bours surrounding its
founding in 1948 in the
wake of the Holocaust.
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e Construction intensifies at site linked to Israel’s suspected nuclear programme

SORTSA & WieTy TRAN] HRAGHH ¥ g I WR At &rf ot gan

o Experts say the ongoing construction at the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research
Center could be for nuclear arms assembly, or, considering its site, vast construction area,
and many floors, it could be a new heavy water reactor — a crucial material for producing
nuclear weapons

IR &1 we ¢ fob R TR At =AY AT
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Construction work has intensified on a major new structure at a facility key to Israel’s long-
suspected atomic weapons programme, according to satellite images analysed by experts
fa=IvR gRT fazafia Iuus fodll & SUR goRIgd & dd IHd 9 Jfery w=am] gRAR
BTUHH I S TP YT U & W {0 ol 3 8 mar g

They say it could be a new reactor or a facility to assemble nuclear arms — but secrecy
shrouding the programme makes it difficult to know for sure

d H8d g [ T8 T a1 Ruaex a1 IRUTY] gFR) Y srRiael & fow uer gfawn 8wt 8 —
Qfh PRIHH ST MU & HRU 3T =0 F S U1 B3 §

The work at the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center near the city of Dimona
will renew questions about Israel’s widely believed status as West Asia’s only nuclear-
armed State

U TeR & o Ry R IR A9t U= SR $% § 1 SoR1gd B Au® w4
| g o arelt fRufa IR AT @S & o a8 ufdy vk &1 Teus Ry §RAR gad
[ 7
It could also draw international criticism, especially since it comes after Israel and the
United States bombed nuclear sites across Iran in June over their fears that the Islamic
Republlc could use its enrichment facilities to pursue an atomic weapon

1 1t ST IR Javdl 7, faRveR % a8 I ST oid SoRTgd
aﬁ?ﬂgﬁm SARPT A I T I & Al A el R a0aRl $f, TR A &
swariie Rufere st Sada gfawrsit &1 Iuaht wamn] sR[R s & fore R godr @
Among the sites attacked was Iran’s heavy water reactor at Arak
A fohT T widl & T T YT SR BT 3R A g4l arex Nugew
Seven experts who examined the images said they believed the construction was related to

Israel’s long-suspected nuclear weapons programme, given its proximity to the reactor at
Dimona, where no civilian power plant exists

forsll &1 S A aTel WTd faRIvI! A Fet fos 301 AT § foh g Fmfor gorTga & e waa 9
wfere Ru] R Srisy @ et B, Fifes ag fewn & R Ruger & fee 8, Tei o
However they split on what the new construction could be

3 39 R U 2 b Tg = o 9 8 g &

Three said the location and size of the area under construction and the fact that it appeared to
have multiple floors meant the most likely explanation for the work was the construction of a
new heavy water reactor

A et o Fmfome= &8 &1 R 3R SMHR 3R T8 a2 fb saH @s Hforel uehia gt §, 39
H BT G HHIfAd WEHR0T 7L gt arex Ruaer &1 fmfor g
Such reactors can produce plutonium and another material key to nuclear weapons

T8 Ruaer Weif=aw 3R AT gRART & i sraxas 31 It &1 3died o Iad &
The other four acknowledged it could be a heavy water reactor but also suggested the work
could be related to a new facility for assembling nuclear weapons

3 IR A WHR a1 f a8 ua gt arer RudeR 81 Uahdl 7, dfe g8 ot yzma o & ag
BT URATY] BRI @t SrRael & e T 75 gawr I Faifid 81 9bar g

They declined to be definitive given the construction was still in an early stage

I WY ¥ I $S Bl U 3THR I fedl Fifes Fafor snft gremdt Rur o @

“It's probably a reactor — that judgement is circumstantial but that’s the nature of these
things,” said Jeffrey Lewis, an expert at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation
Studies at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies, who based his assessment on
the images and Dimona’s history

“Tg MG Th NudeR § — g oy uRkfRufast= g dfee a8t 371 diell &1 ufa 5, oy |rfd=r
Yex BIR AFWIIE IR wdte § faRvs Sl 939 A &1, i oot geie sfadl 3R
f&HT & 3fagr & SMuR wR foban
“It's very hard to imagine it is anything else”

“Ug HeU-] B 9gd HidA ¢ 1 I8 $S AR g
Israel does not confirm or deny having atomic weapons, and its government did not respond
to requests for comment
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FORTSA WRATY BRARY & 81 &1 9 O Y a1 § 3R 7 & WS IRl 8, 3R IqP! WHR A
feogoft & SR 1 IR e feam
The AP first reported on excavations at the facility, some 90 km south of Jerusalem, in 2021

T 7 IO UBd 2021 T 39 GAUT R GeTs $1 RUIE & 2R, S Sewad I Ty 90 fraitdier
afRor v 8

Then, satellite images only showed workers digging a hole some 150 m long and 60 m wide
near the site’s original heavy water reactor

9, SuE foelt & daa g foamn mar o1 o i ®id & go g4t arex Nuder & U am
150 Hiex daT 3R 60 Hiex et TgI W W} A

Images taken on July 5 by Planet Labs PBC show intensified construction at the site of the
dig

@ dsg NidRf gR1 5 Jarg &1 off 73 sfaat & Yo wd R o i e foramar g
Thick concrete retaining walls seem to be laid at the site, which appears to have multiple
floors underground

e IR W eple B Ear s Sl vl S B, o o dfre yftrra €

Cranes loom overhead

SR Bl R P fewrg it 7

There’s no containment dome or other features typically associated with a heavy water
reactor now visible at the site

I H ®IA W Pls beare S I1 3 fIRVarg 181 fe@dt S SdR W gl arex Ruaex 3
9 It §

However, one could be added later or a reactor could be designed without one

BT, 39 §1¢ H SIST S Toba § A1 Nuaex ol 39& o1 fSoirs foar &1 9oar g

Dimona’s current heavy water reactor, which came online in the 1960s, has been operating
far longer than most reactors of the same era

1 IAA gt arex RUFeR, ST 1960 & GRIP | A1e] gofl, 39 I & ATABIRT Rudex] o1

I H 9gd o TG ¥ HTH R @ 8

That suggests it will need to be retrofitted soon

Ig GG <l & b U Sieg o1 SISIBE B B SaRadhdl gt

“It’s tall, which you would expect, because the reactor core is going to be pretty tall,” Mr.
Lewis said

“qg ST &, oI b 31T Iwte H33), b Nuder BT HR H1H! o g aran 8, N g8
Pl

“Based on the location, size and general lack of construction there, it's more likely a reactor
than anything”

“TJF, AMHR AR gt FAu0r & g Hit & MR R, T8 fHadt 3R I &t gamm & RugeR
B B1 31 JUIGT &

Edwin Lyman, a nuclear expert at the Cambridge, Massachusetts-based Union of
Concerned Scientists, also said the new construction could be a box-shaped reactor that
does not have a visible containment dome

wsfam fora, of Sfere, Aargfcy fRud gfrad sife as arEfewy § W ity €, 3
%?%wﬁﬁmww&wwwam%ﬁmﬁ%@ﬁéﬁwm@n

Thoggh he {acknowledged the lack of transparency made it difficult to be certain
gl IEIN WP fobar b uReRfdr &t it & HRU AT S 3= 8

Israel “doesn’t allow any international inspections or verification of what it's doing, which
forces the public to speculate,” said Mr. Lyman

ot R -1 Fg1, “SoRTSd Ig ol Fardl b 98 o1 P 61 & SR fovaht ot sieRrgia e an
TG T AR T <, R SHaT Bl sfedhdt @t vl &7

Israel nuclear facility construction purpose

SoRTEd TaTy] i fafor o1 ey

They are building a facility to maintain their arsenal or build additional warheads

3 3T AT HSR (arsenal) B ST 3@ T 3RS aRESH (warheads) T & o Th
gfaun &1 FE s Iw E
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Israel, like India and Pakistan, is believed to rely on a heavy water reactor to make its
nuclear weapons

RIS, HIRT 3R TSI &1 RE, U URHTY] gRARY (nuclear weapons) &1 &9 &
fom %ﬁ’f dicr ﬁ'({iE? (heavy water reactor) I Ak B @1 fayr forar Sran %

The reactors can be used for scientific purposes, but plutonium — which causes the

nuclear chain reaction needed in an atomic bomb — is a byproduct of the process

fYugeRt w1 IugiT agnfAe IE AN (scientific purposes) & T {5 511 Wb 7, AfeH

eI (plutonium) — ST TRHTY] §9 (atomic bomb) & TaH YfFeaar a1 frua=e

(nuclear chain reaction) &1 ®IRUT ddl % — 39 Ufhdl &1 IdTG (byproduct) %

Tritium is another byproduct and can be used to boost the explosive yield of warheads

fefeaw (Tritium) U 3R 3T (byproduct) 8 3R THT SUANT IRIGH (warheads) 1
&HdT (explosive yield) El%'le[ & forq foram o gadn %’

Given the secrecy of Israel’s programme, it remains difficult to estimate just how many

nuclear weapons it possesses

QURIgC & e H (Israel’s programme) P MU-Tadr Bl ?{@?TEE Yo AHFHT T HieT 8

% 9% U™ foea UIHTY B’fﬁ'ﬂﬂ (nuclear weapons) %

The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists in 2022 put the number at around 90 warheads

qafed 3w Yeiie ATgfexad (Bulletin of Atomic Scientists) 7 2022 H Tg TBAT THIHT 90

H'R%ﬁ (warheads) EI?I'I'S: oft

Obtaining more tritium to replace decaying material may be the reason for the construction at

Dimona, as Mr. Lyman noted it decays 5% each year

&M (Dimona) © fufur &1 HRU 31w fefeaw (tritium) UTE ST 81 ThdT § d1fh & &)

B A} &) Sl o 9, 9 b o R (Lyman) 3 Sdra i 98 ude 9y 5% &9 i1 8

“If they’re building a new production reactor,” he said, “it doesn’t necessarily mean they’re

looking to expand the plutonium they have, but to manufacture tritium”

311 P, “afe 3 U a1 IauTe TSR (production reactor) ST 38 &, a 39T 3ifHard

0 Y I HIAd el ¢ [ 9 30 U WG WE I (plutonium) FT fadR &A1 184 &,

e fefead (tritium) &1 Fufor &1 =g &

Israel is believed to have begun building the nuclear site in the desert in the late 1950s after

facing several wars with its Arab neighbours surrounding its founding in 1948 in the wake of

the Holocaust

g AT 1T ¢ b SOIRTSd (Israel) 7 1948 T 30 RIUAT & §1¢ BIAIPINE (Holocaust) &

TYTd 3R 3T 3T USHIJAT (Arab neighbours) & T1Y &3 GGl (wars) HT JTHAT HRA & dlG

ggg & GRP & WY (late 1950s) T A T TRHATY] RIS (nuclear site) FHT FHU =
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